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T»rNKS.I.TO »lTSJStf , &c. 



I WAS born of very bouesty wprtby, 
and npspectable parents : at least I (^nk 
po. They were pertauily folly a9 much 
§0 a9 their peighbprs :---their circunt- 
i&tanpps were wuenti their r^k in li£p 
qQQMpicoous; their puDctu^ity as to 
the cu$cb^r|;e of all justdebt^) and reg* 
ui^ payment pf their tra(Ie8-|ieopIey 
waeflfcep^Qnable. They generally ap- 
peared tQ be regarded by *11 around 
then^ in a very respectable light, being; 
in tlie habit ^f receiving And returning, 
^ccpvding to tj)e custom of the v/orld, 
all the Jusi^al compliments and civili- 
ties <rf visits, entertainments) &c jBcc. 
Divers personages of all I'anks and de- 
nominations used occasionally to resort 
tp the house : some in carriages, some 
on horseback, some on foot ; some in a 
formal, stiff^ ceremonious manner ; 
some upon a footing oi intimacy and 
quality; some, upon special invita- 
Viooi somci ^uite unexpected. 
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4 Tfunkt^I-'to-m^^etf. 

Not liaviBg^ very good beakh in wj 
early days, I lived much at home, and 
generally kept my good mother com* 
pany ; so that I was present at moetoC/ 
the meetings and greetings of which I 
have spoken ; privy to all the prelimina- ' 
ry arrangements of chosen and select 
parties; and a witness commonly to 
the recefiHon given to tiie several irvu^ 
tationsy that came from all quarters of 
the neighborhood :— as Lord and Lady 
Jhh ; — Shr Timothy and Lady thtit >— 
and Mr. & Mrs. Toother thing' ,•— , fcc. 
&c — all in their turns, and out ofth^i 
turns, vjelcome^ or unwelcome'^ JHendi 
ovfoesj were, in the course of the year, 
admitted or invited to the Hall. 

For we lived, you must know, in a 
Hall ! that is, our house was called 
so :...not when I was bom, nor till long 
afterwards ; nor ever very seriously ; 
rather indeed as a nick-name than any 
thing else. The case was this ; — ^my 
sister happened to have a correspon- 
dent at school near London, who find- 
ing: it essentially necessary to the sup- 
port of her dignity among her school- 
fellows} always directed her letters so : 
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»-4ar ^le parents of one, she'fotmd, liv- 
ed at 86B)etbing House ; aad (^anoth- 
er at whi^-if s-name PlacA ; and of 
another atthingumme Lodox | and of 
another at the Granox ; of another at 
theCasTLB ; of another at the Pa&k ; 
some lived <m Mount Pleasants; 
same on Rose Hills; some on Pxiii* 
EOSB Banka; some at Bslle-vues ; 
some in Paragons ; some in Cir- 
cus's ; some in Crescents ; in shorty 
all bcMted ^ a title and distinction^ 
vhidi our poor dd mansion seemed to 
want: whether it were the dwelling of 
a Duke, or a Cheesemonger, it was all 
one :— -so that in her own defence, she 
thought it fit to aggrandize her corres- 
pondent in the eyes of her school-iel- 
lows, by conferring a tftlc of some sort 
or other on our old mansion ; and as 
Hall appeared to be as much unoc- 
cupied as any, she determined to direct 
to us, not at simple *^ Grumtlior/te/* as 
formerly, but at Grvhblb^horpr-' 
HihL^ which certainly sounded much 
grander. 

And for the House's sake, I must a- 
vcr, that it deserved a ^e fttr more 
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6 TAM^I-t6^mif00^, 

' tiian half the LodgeMy and Plaus^ aad 
Parksy and Mounts^ am) J7i^, m4 
Banks in the kio^dom : for i% was 9 
regular, good old-&&hioBe4 ipimsKi^ ; 
situated 19 a very reverend fi^d y^aert^ 
bte park : vr^h a stately av^QUe of lof- 
ty elmiB, reaiching n«iir fi qM«<?l^r of ^ 
ixiiie ; a bandsome terrace in fiK>nt w4 
a poble profpeict from ^9 drawing- 
room wiodow; so tM I hav^ <)$b^ 
^hougl^ it DO less tb^n a dfi(ri^4a|i9i| 
pfour venerable re^den^ jfcu^be tifidiL-' 
ed out in this manner : buf wr friend 
^uld not) it see|i(i9, ^ell h^ it ; t0 
live at only ^' Grumbl^ihorf^e^'* sptMadc4 
so ^a«tf ki ^he refit^4 ^rs ftf h^er sisso^ 
ciat6s» that she is In no iKiaftM dsinger ^f 
bei|)g contetuned apddes^sed for havT 
ing such a torrfspondts^t; espcqijUiir 
by Orlijss ^^z^^the daugbt^ofa rxstif-r 
ed tallow-chandler, lylio^e fether live4 
at Caodlewick CU^U ; aed who w^ 
continually throwing out hints, that not 
to live at a Qisikt or a Pork^ov a Place^ 
or a Houae^ or a Lodge, manifestly anc) 
unequivocally bespoke so lowly an ori« 
gin, and so Plebeian a parentage, that^ 
fer h^r part, ahe w;op4«r3wJ> ?o^ vsiy 
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Vkitf have lound her way to w^ r te^ 
wA 9eUet ti wcaasaxY ^Ui s. ; out 
friebd ftMBd, that the onlf way to alla^ 
•ihe degradiiig MM^kions which had 
tteeiD excited^ was, to new-name our old 
nansioD, ioi^LJGaiAiiiAlethorfie Hall be- 
eame ita established deaigMtioii. 

W^lr-4o this fimndoQ, this Hall, 
la I ssud before, dnper8X)ersoii6 and per- 
soaagaa itsorted. The neighborhood 
was ttHxtMf large^ and the neighbors 
Iheoiselvesy what is commonif called, 
avsuALX ;-^''So that what with staved, 
and settledy andi^ vitiits, we were ^cU 
dam at^ne. I 

I know Dot iinder VUt particular 
jAmiki I was bom ;— ^I n6?er asked any 
etmalog fiia^ to cast my nativiQr, and 
not being botti under M^rtutt^r I ^as 
»^er csuiaung ^lough to £n)d it out 
]iiy8air;-i4Mit if there be any one of 
thens^ that has any pardcukr influen- 
ces m ^e way of e<mtid&r(Hionf rxflec- 
tUm^xm 9oHl9quy, no doubt 1 was bom 
under tktu $ for biding more giren to 
tadftumfty than loquadly in tny bof^ 
teM andiMrijr yMlh^ i«^b«l»gsieMr 
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besides^ the part I generally bore, ki 
most of the compames I speak <^i wasy 
to sit quite quiety md make observiK 
tions and remarks to myself upon the 
conversation. and conduct of others; * 
and by degrees I got into a habit, not 
only of thinkii^, but of talking to my- 
self; and if anything was done or ut- 
tered at any time, tfa^t suggested cer- 
tain tf^utterable remarks, I fell into 
that particular state of soUloquy, and ^ 
mental reflecticMiy which I camiot pos- 
sibly define or describe otherwise, than 
by the vulgar and trite, but signifiomt 

phrase, " XHINKS-I-TO-MYSKLIt.'* 

It is past ail conception, how contin- 
ually I was driven to have recourse to 
these mental remarks ; scarcely a word 
was uttered that did not suggest some- 
thing odd and whimsical to my watch- 
ful mind ;~often did it make me quke 
tremble for fear I should, by any acci- 
dent or inadvertency, utter qloud^ what 
was passing only in my though^^ I 
suppose, had it happened, it would at 
any time, and on a suddeni have made 
such a group, as nothing but the. pen* 
cil of an Hogarth could Iftye adequate- 



Thinkt'I'tO'tni^elf. ^ 9 

!y described— for in our neighbbrheod) 
as in mo9t others, (though a very aocia- 
*fe one,) the truth is,— there were such 
likings and dislikings, such jealousies 
and suspicions, such envyings and em- 
tilatioii^, such a contrariety of feeli|igs 
and sentiments, as would haye set eve- 
ry thing in an uproar in a moment, had 
not the utmost and most unwearied at- 
tendgn been paid, by all parties, to the 
preventing any discovery of the truth. 
My poor mother had not a spark of 
ill-nature in her disposiHon, no pride, 
no uncharitableness;— but was certain- 
ly as well-bred, and as ready to make 
allowances for others as most people ; 
—but she could distinguish, as well as 
any, between agreeablea and disagreeo' 
blesy and be as much affected by them ; 
and thought, I believe, that take it al- 
togethcu*, there was father a predomi- 
nance of the latter, in the anairs and 
occupations) and common pursuits of 
the world : — ^she did not open her mind 
to me so fully upon the subject, as to 
enable me to state what was the exact 
nature of her feelmgs, but I could col- 
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10 w Thinks'I'tp^muM^, 

}cf^€ good deal from her G(»)duct %s^ 
jnaniier oQcasionally. 

The first tendency to indulge myself 
in the lucubrations and reflections I 
describei arose from the strange cir- 
cumstances that seemed to me^to at- 
tend her intercourse with her neigh- 
bors ;— that is, th^ giving and r^tdv 
ing of visits I 

One day, when I was utting quit0 
' snug with her, and she was occupied 
in writing to my sister, who was absent 
from home, I spied at the end ot the 
avenue, a group of pedestrians slowly 
making up to Grumblethorpe Hall, 
apparently dressed in their best bib9 
and tuckers for a morning visit :-^ 
TAtnks'J'tO'tni/seifi here's some agrees 
able company coming to my dear ma- 
ma 1 how kind it is of her neigh)}or8 to 
call in upon her thus^ and not leave her 
to mope away her time by herself, a9 
though she were buried alive l>*-oNot 
being willing however to run any risks 
of disafifiointtng her, I waited patiently 
to see whetiier they were really com«« 
ing to the Hall, for part of the aveime 
was the highway to the vUlage ; I kept 
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Watching them thcifeforc yfkh no smtdl 
ikBXKtfy for fear they shooM ttim away 
atrufitiy^^d deceive taf expectations 
•^^ut when I saw them hafifiUy advan- 
cing beyond the turning to the village, 
ajid was therefore certain that th^ 
We^e really coming to sec ray deaf 
mother, I hazily turned round to her, 
Exclaiming, * Here's ever so many peo- 
ple cbming mama ?* thi\iking to de-> 
light her very heart :^-*^ People com- 
k^/' says she ; " I hope no r f "— **Yes, 
in&ed, there are,** says I ;-^** one, two, 
three, four ladies, a little boy, and two 
pug dogs, I declare !" * Bless ray 
soul !**— says my mother,—" how pho- 
voKiNtj ! it is certainly Mrs. Fidget 
and tier daughters, and that trouble- 
Some child, and now I can*t finish my 
letter to your sister before the post 
goes 1— I wish to go idness they would 
learn to stay at home, and let one have 
one's time to one*s self!" Thinks^ I-to- 
^y^clft ^T poor mother seems not 
much to like their coming ; I am afi*aid 
the Mrs. and Miss Fidgets will meet 
with rather an unkindly reception J-^ 
however, I plwiily saw that there waij 
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1 2 Think^'I'to^myaelf. 

ng stopping them ;— they got nearer 
and nearer ; — ^the walking was not over 
clean, and my mother was the neatest 
woman in the world. Thinks'l'to-my- 
self^ the Pug dogs will dirty the room, 
^t last they arrived ; the servant ush- 
ered them in;— sure enough it was 
Mrs. and Miss Fidgets, ^d the troub» 
leaome child, and all ! Mrs. Fidget ran 
up to my mother as though she would 
, have kissed her, so glad did she seem 
to see her. My mother, (bless her 
honcHt soul !) rose from her seat, and 
greeted them most civilly. ** This is 
very kind indeed, Mrs. Fidget," says 
she, " 9nd I esteem it a great favor I— 

I had no idea you oould have walked 
so far ; I am delighted to see you ! — *' 

Thifiks'I'to-myaelJl'^she wishes you 
all at Old Nick!! 

Mrs. Fidget assured her she mighe 
take it as a fiarticular favor, for she 
bad not done such a thing she believed, 
for the last sia; months ; and she should 
never have attempted it now to visit any 
body else ! 

Thinks- I'to-myself^atitn Mrs.Fidg- 

I I you have lost yout labor I " And 
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T/iinkS'I'to-mysetf. 1 3 

now," says she, " how am I to get home 
agaki, I am sure 1 cannot tell, for I re- 
ally am thoroughly knocked up :'*— ^ 
Thrnks'I'to-myselfi my dear mother 
won't like to hear that ! but I was mis- 
taken ; for turning to Mrs. Fidget, she 
said, with the greatest marks of com' 
filacencyy " that's good hearing for us ; 
then we shall have the fileaaure of your 
company to dinner ; Mr. Dermont will 
be delighted when he comes home, to 
Jind you all here :" " O you are \pXY 
good," says Mrs. Fidget, " but I must 
return whether I can walk or not, only 
1 fear I must trouble you with a longer 
visit than may be agreeable j" " the 
longer the better^*' says n^y dear moth- 
er. Thinks- I-to-my self i — that's a— S \ 
While my mother and Mrs. Fidget 
were engaged in tiAs Jrie^idly and com- 
filimentary conversation, the Miss Fid- 
gets weje lifting up the little boy to a 
cage in which my mother's favorite ca- 
nary bird hung, and the boy was sedu- 
lously poking his fingers through the 
wires of his cage, to the great alarm 
and annoyance of the poor little animal. 
Thinks'I'to-myself^ my mother will 
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U T/iinks'I'tO'tnyaelf. 

wish you behind the fire pfCsemly, 
young gentleman I but no such thing ? 
—for just at that moment, she lum'd 
found, and seeing how he was occu- 
pied, asked, if the cage should be ta- 
ken down to amuse him : " he is ft 
sweet boy^ Mrs. Fidget," says she. 
** how old is he, ?** '* just turned of four,** 
Says Mi*s. Fidget: on/y /owr, says my 
ttiothei*, "he is a remarkably Jtne 
strong boy for that age !" " he is in- 
deed a fine child," says Mrs. Fidget ; 
" but don't my dear do that," says she, 
** you frighten the poor bird.'* As the 
Miss Fidgets were about to put him 
down, my mother ventured to assure 
them, that he would do no harm i/iret- 
ty tittle fellowy* says she, ** pray let 
him amuse himself." 

All this while, the two pug dogs 
were reconnoitring the drawing-room 
and furniture, jumping upoft the sofk 
continually with their dirty feet, and re- 
peatedly trying to discern (by the ap^ 
plication of their pug noses to our fc^» 
and knees) who my mother and mysea 
could be, barking besides in concert at 
every movement and every strange 
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TMnka-I'to-myaelf. 15 

noi3e they heard in the passage and 
Haii ; Mrs. Fidget sometimes preten- 
ding to chide them, and my mother as 
carefully pretending to excuse them 
"With her whole heart : o&en did I catch 
her casting, att I thought^ a wshful eye 
on the letter to ray sister, wliich lay un- 
Bnbhed on the table ; nay once even 
when her attention had been solicited 
lo some exraordinary attitudes into 
wMch the little dogs had been several- * 
ly bidden to put themselvesybr her ex^ 
press amusement. 

But these canine exhibitions were no- 
thing to the one with which we were af- 
terwards threatened ; for my mother's 
commendations of the little gentleman 
O^ four if ears old^ induced his sisters to 
propose to their mother, that he should 
^< let Mrs. Dermont hear how well he 
could sfiout** 

Ttiinks'I'to-myselfj in some confu- 
sion, a spout, what ? where ? how ? 

1 soon found, however, that it only 
meimu that he shmild entertain us with 
a ipecimen of his premature memory 
and oratorical talents^ by sfieaking a 
^ficeck. Strong solicitations were ac- 
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1 6 ThinkS'I'to-myaclf* 

tordbgly made to litfle Master, to be- 
gin the requireddisplay of his rhetorical 
abilities, but whether it were on ac- 
count of shyness, or indolence, or sulk- 
iness, or caprice, or in short, merely 
that little Master was not in a spouting 
cue, he betrayed such an obstinate re- 
pugnance to the task imposed upon 
him, that it required all the entreaties 
of the rest of the party to induce him 
to make the smallest advances towards 
the exhibition proposed. Each of his ' 
sisters went down on her kncea to coax 
him, while Mrs. Fidget huffed and 
coaxed, and coaxed and huffed by 
t\ims, till she was almost tired of it. 
Now promising such a load of sweet- 
meats as soon as he got home if he 
would but begin ; and in the .same, 
breath threatening the severest appli- 
cation of the rod if he did not instantly 
comply. At one time kissing him and 
hugging him with a "Now, do my 
dearest love, be a man, and speak your 
speech;" at anoth^l^ almost shaking 
his head off his shoulders, with a " stu- 
pid boy ! how can you be so naughty 
before company ?" 
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Thmka-I'to-myself. \7 

At last, however, upon my molher*s 
tapping the pretty child under the chin) 
and taking him kindly by the hand, and 
expressing (Heaven bless her !) the 
^mo8t ardent wish and desire to be so iw- 
dulgedf he did condescend to ad- 
vance into the middle of the room, and 
was upon the point of beginning, when 
Mrs. Fidget most considerately inter- 
posed, to procure him to put his right 
foot a little forwarder, with the toe more 
out, and to direct. him about th^ proper 
motion, that is, the up-lifting and doian' 
dropfiing of his right arm during the 
performance. One of his sisters, in 
th^mean time, seating herself near to 
him, for fear of any accidei.til slip or 
failure in the young gentleman's mi- 
raculous memory. 

His first attempt was upon Pope's 
Universal Prayer^ but unfortunately, 
of the fourth line, he managed con- 
stantly to make but one word, and that 
so odd a one, that the sound but ill aton- 
ed for the manifest ignorance of the 
* sense. 
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1? _ Thinka-I'to-myae^. 

Father of all, in every age, , ^ 

In eveiy clime adored 
By saint, by savage, and by sage^ 

Jovajovalord ! 

Jovajovalord ! This was the wonli 
and the only word that could be got out 
of his mouth, and Thinks-I'to-myae^^, 
it would be well if no greater blunders 
had ever been committed with regard 
to that insidious line ; however, in con- 
sequence of this invincible misnomer, 
the Universal Prayer was laid by, and 
other ()ieces successively proposed, till 
it was at length unanimou^y determin- 
ed, that what he shone moat iuy was 
King Lear's Address to the Tempest, 
and this was accordingly fixed upA as 
his che/'d'auvre in the art of oratory. 

Some preliminaries, however, in this 
instance appeared to be necessary. It 
was not reasonable to suppose young 
Master could address a ^torm without 
some sort o£apmfitom€.9it least of a real 
storm. It was agreed upon, therefore, 
that he should not commence his speech 
till he heard a rumbling noise proceed 
from the company present, and we were 
all desired to bear our part in this ficti- 
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ThinkB^l'td-myself. 19 

tkius thunder ; how we all thundered, 
I cannot pretend to say, but so it waS| 
that in due time, by the aid of such noi- 
;Mi8 as we could severally and jointly 
contribute, the storm began most no- 
bly, when the young orator stepped for- 
ward, his eyes and right hand i*aised, 
tnid his right foot ^h^r\xii^' aecundiim 
artenij he thus began : 

« Blov)* winds, and caek your clieeks?'* 

« Crack your cfheeks, nay lote,** says 
his sister, in great haste and agitation ; 
^'JlUiat can you mean by cack your 
c^^ks ? what's that, pray ?*' 
^^|re, what is that,'* says Mrs. Fidg- 
et ; — ^" but I believe, ma'm," adds slie, 
turning to my mother,* I must make ex- 
cuses for him ; you roust know, he can- 
not be brought yet to pronounce an R, 
do all we can, so that he always leaves 
it quite out, as in the case of cack for 
crackj or he pronounces it exactly like 
aW. 

Thinks'Lto-myaelfimzxij do the like. 

*^ We choose speeches for him, there- 
Ibrei** continues Mrs. Fidget, in wjiich 
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20 ' ThinkB'I'tO'-myaelf. 

there are many R's on purpose to con- 
quer the difficulty, if we can ; begin a- 
gain my dear," says she, " and pray re- 
member not to leave out your R R's j'* 
so he began afresh. 

*' Blow winds, and ctvack your cheeks I" 

. " Cnvack** says Mrs. Fidget, " why 
that is almost as bad, try again-— 

" Blow winds, and ooack your cheeks ! wage 

" Wage^ my dear," says Mrs. Fidg- 
et, " do pray try to say rage.'* 






You catat^^acks and hunvy canoes, sp( 
Till jrou have diuench'd our steeples, 
the cocks !'* 

" Bless me," exclaims Mrs. Fidget, 
" you might as well not speak at all as 
to speak so I I defy any body lo under- 
stand what you mean by dwownd the 
cocks !'• The little gentleman, how- 
ever proceeded in spite of the R R's. 

*< You sulphfpous and thought executing fires. 
Vaunt— comuiers of oak-deavlng thunderbolt^ 



^Uigemy ^bite bead...aiKl thon, all shaking 

thunder^ 
Stfuike flat the thick tvotondity o* thd* world % 
Cwack nature's mouldy ail germini spill at 

once 
That make ungvateful man. 
TTumble thy liclly full, spit fire, spout wain I* 



"Odear, dear, dear,** says Mrs. Fidg- 
et, ** that will never do ; fmimble thy 
belly-full, spit fire, and spout tvain !— 
vrho ever heard of such things ?— Bet- 
ter my love, have done with that, and 
try the Bard, but the Bard beginning 

^^Jfuin seize the ivuthless king !" 

p^^Btoo m,uch in mind of <^ vt^umble 
y^i^Uy-full," to be proceeded with, 
suid therefore, little master was at last 
bidden to descend from such fligbtS) 
and try his Fable ; but even his Fable, 
which happened to be the first of Gay, 
happening most unfortunately, to be- 
gin with an R, his setting ofi* here was 
as^bad as ever, viz. 

•• demote from cities Uv'd a swain—" 

Ijowever he got through about ten lines, 
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Sf2r r Thinks'l'to-myaelf. 

fhafcing as I observed, a dead pause at 
the end of every one, ^xt& not ^spoAing^ 
t«rf discreedy, either of his accents or 
his stops ; his delivery being as nearly 
AS possible, just as follows ; his accents 
famng on the words printed in italics : 
and his pauses ss noted by the perpen- 
dicular and horizontal bars. 

*• His beadvfzi \ siher*d \ oc'r with ff^f— 
And hngez- \ perience \ tniJe him tdge^-^ 
His boun in | cheerful \ labor ft^— 
Nor Envy nor | arnibitioh knev^— " 

At the beginning of every co^ 
aJso found his right arm regular^" 
tip, and precisely at the end a 
of every rhyme came plunip 
j^in. Most happily at the eleventh 
line the young gentleman's miraculous 
memory was nonfilus^d^ and neither 
mamma, nt>r any of his sisters, nor ei- 
ther of the Pug dogs could at all help . 

him out. Thinks'I'to-myaelf ^^ I 

could if I would — ^but I did not. Would 
you ? — N. B. There were sev^jty 
more Imes to come, and an R in almost 
every one of them, and time as usual^ 
flying briskly all the while. 



by Google 



couujitl 

larM^pt 

a^^He 

p ^^Wi a- 



This stop and impedimeDt, however, 
was fatal to the young orator's prog* 
ress, and therefore, at last, Mrs. Fidg- 
et being rested, they all prepared tp 
go. TAinka^I'tO'tny^elf now my poor 
mother will be happy again i but she, 
good soul, seemed to have got quite 
fond of them in consequence of the ex- 
traordinary length of their stay : she 
>.could not now so easily part with them 
—she was sure Mrs. Fidget could npt 
be thoroughly rested : the clock had 
but just struck two : if they would but 
stay a little longer, my father would be 
ae home from his ride, and he would 
jreatly mortified to miss seeing 
but nothing would do :— go they 
mu3R Thinka-I'to-myselfy now a 6g 
lor your friendship, Mrs. Fidget : what, 
not stay when my mother so earoesljy 
presses it! not stay, when she declares 
your going will mortify my worthy Ei- 
ther ! No— nothing would stop them ; 
away they went; not however indeed 
without sundry promises da ^jfiic part 
soon to call again, and divers^curV e^r- 
neat entreaties on my i^obj^r^ on «o 
account to forget it. 
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They were scarce got out of the front 
door before my father entered : " Are 
they really all gone at last ?" says he, 
" I thought they would have stayed till 
dooms-day : Who in the world, were 
they all ?" " O dear/' says my moth- 
er, " why Mrs. Fidget aind all her 
tribe: girls and boy, and two pug 
dogs :" "thank my stars I eacafied 
them," says my father ; Thinks-Lto^ 
myaelfy ^eat symptoms of mortifica* 
Hon my dear father shews at having 
had the misfortune to miaa seeing them ! .- 
*' I declare," says my mother, " it is a- 
bominable to break in upon one i§4tiis 
manner ; it Was impiosslble to^ar- 
tain such a groupe; so whil^M*s. 
Fidget and I were in conversation, her 
young people and the dogs had noth- 
ing to do but to tease the bird, and^dir-^ 
ty the furniture ; that little monkey of 
a boy is always in mischief; I could 
freely have boxed his ears ; I thought • 
lie would have killM my poor bird ; I 
was in the midst of a letter to Caroline, 
and now it's too late for the post ; how 
Mrs. Fidget can spend all her time in 
visiting and walking about in the man- 
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ner she does, I cannot conceive : I am 
to take it as a great and singular &vor, 
she tells me, as she always does every 
time she comes, thinking I suppose 
that I don't know she is never at home ; 
1 think she'll lose that boy ; I never saw 
such a fiuny sickly child in my life :" 

, Thinka-I'to-myselfi — O poor Mrs. Fid- 
get ^— :^e 8t9ut boy of its age ! 

. My father, with a great deal of good 
breeding inigeneral, was a plain, blunt 
man in the mode of expressing his sen- 
timents ; so that my mother had scarce- 
ly finished what she had to say, but my 
father burst out, '^ tiresome woman," 
says Jie> " she ought 1o be confined ; 
shcs^-^lways wandering about with a 
tribe of children and dogs at her heels : 
there's poor Mrs. Creepmouse is quite 

. ill from her visits ; you know what a 
nervous creature she is.*' 

My father would have gone on ever 
so long I robably in this strain, had not 
the servant erAered with a note ; which 
my mother immediately opened, and 
read aloud ; the contents being to the 

following effect : 

*« Mr. and Mrs. Meekin present their 
compliments to Mr. and Mrs.Der- 
mont| and shall be ^x/twt^ j/w^ 
D 
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iiave tbe k^uor of thdr company to dfai« 
ner on Ssturdajr next at five o'clock.'* 

TkinAa^I'to-myaeify how ctviljfioHtey 
and obi^ing I The servant was order- 
ed to withdraw) and- tell the messeng^ 
to wait : As soon as he was gone,'^ good 
Qod," says my father, " those people 
will never let ua alone : surety we din- 
ed there lastf" — my mother thought 
not ; my fieither thought they were for 
ever dining there; my iQi^her convin- 
ced him by a reference to a pocket 
book, that Mr. and Mrs. Meekin were 
quite right as to the balance of debtor 
and creditor : ** w*eU, only take care,** 
says my father, " that we do not get in- 
to a habit of dining there above once or 
twice a year, at the utmost ; it is redly 
too great a sacrifice. '^ What, do you 
mean to go then V says my mother, 
" Go,*' says my father, " why I suppose 
we muet :** "I wish they were fur- 
ther,** says my dear mother; " I wish 
they were at Jericho,*' says my dear 
father; I had rather do any thing than 
go on Saturday,** says my mother : " I 
had rathci be hang'd than ever ^o," 
says my father, '^ it is such an intolera- 
ble bore ;"— " well/' says my mother, 
** but the servant's waiting ;"— so she 
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look the pen, m^ awKjr shemwte two 
or three lines in a momefit ; ^' there^'' 
^ys she to my &th^, *< will that do ;** 
TAinks'I'tO'my»e(f^ short and ahofft 
probably! my fiather happily for me, 
read it aloud :— ^* Mr. and Mrs. Der- 
moot return their comi^iii^its to Mr. 
und Mrs. Meekio, and wiU wah upon 
^ra with the greatest pleamtre on Sat" 
vrday to dinner.*' ThinkB-l-to-myseff, 
well done my sweet tempered mamina ! 
bow mid and how Jorgrvttngl but my 
father surprised me most; instead of 
lowing it into the fire as I expected, 
he declared it would not only da but do 
vastly vfell ; he therefore sealed it him- 
self, rang the bell, g«fe it to the ser- 
vant, and deured Uiat they would give 
l&ek be^ complinients ; ^< and mind," 
$ays he, **you ask the servant how they 
all do; be sure yoH make hiin under- 
stand.'* Thinks* J'tO' myself^ what heav- 
enly-mindedness \ what christian char- 
ity! 

I expected the servant erery moment 
to return with an account of our friend's 
health; but no such thing : my father 
and 99ther seen^d to have quite for- 
got they had made the enquiry. I ven- 
tured to remind them of the sfcrv^' *'" 
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neglect. "Ah!" says my fether, " my * 
boy, you don't know the world. Thirds- 
I'tO'trvyself^ what's that to the purpose f 
but I never went further than necessa- 
ry. It seemed unaccountable to me 
what could be the nature of my father's 
and mother's sentiments and feelings, 
to send with such earnestness to s^ 
how their friends did, and never want 
an answer i however, the ^rvant did 
return soon after to bring some sand- 
wiches, and my mother immediately 
asked him whether he had been care- 
ful to enquire how they all were, which 
the servant answered in the affirma- 
tive : Well, J^nks'I'to-myBelf^ and 
how are they^^Rl^cn F no, not a word 
further ; dead or alive, it seemed to be 
all one to my father, my mother, and 
the servant, not an item about the 
health of master or mistress, son or 
daughter, though I knew there was a 
house full of them : Think^'I^to-my- 
self, as sure as can be that fellow knows 
something of the world : but my con- 
templations were again broken in up- 
on by the entrance of the servant with 
another note, whiclijmy mother broke 
open as she had ddP the other, and 
'"T4aa before. 
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« Sir Henry and Lady Lydiard bei^ 
the favor of Mr. and Mrs. Denmont's 
company to dinner at five o'clock on 
Saturday next." TMnks'I-tO'Tnyaelfj 
what's to be done now ? " let the man 
wait," says my mother ; " was ever any 
tiling so unlucky Mr. Dermont ? had 
it come but a moment sooner, we should 
have been totally disengaged ;" ** the 
deuce take the Meekins," says my fa- 
ther: *'what can we do?" says my 
mother; "go by iall means," says my 
father^ " and send an excuse to the oth- 
ers ;" — ^" but it will be so rude," says 
my mother; " Oh. 
says my father, *♦ ^ 
send it :"— " but w! 
my mother; " O si 
ly engaged, and hi 
father : Thinks-I 
bounce ! " Well, b 

ccpt this invitation," says my mother ; 
" by all means/* says my father, " we 
always meet a pleasant party at Sir 
Heniy's :" so a note was written which 
1 neither saw nor heard, but I dare say 
it expressed great pleasure at being 
completely at liber tj^^ wait upon them 
for that seemed tow the reply thev 
had agreed upon between themssb 
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The next thing was, to write an esc- 

cuse to the others: T/dnks-I'to-mif^ 

self, how will my de^ mama manag(^ 

that I says my mother, ^' to be sure, if 

we can get off, it will be delightful /'* 

" Get off,'* says my father, " we mu^l 

get off,^t is bore enough in commoa 

to go there, but to give up a pleasant 

party at Sir Henry Lydiard's to d^ne 

hum-drum with the Meekihs i% too 

much/' By this time ipy mothep ha4 

made some progress in her note of a^ 

pobgy. — TAink»»L'tO'm^$e{/'^tob^ au?e 

she is telling them the truth, for she 

J ^ny fudge or 

\ soon finisibed 

worthy &theF, 

ss to hear, a«d 

contents of it; 

d precisely j9ifi 

moot present 
^r. aiid Mrs. 
Meekin, ai e extremely 6orry and con- 
cerned to be under the necemty of in-* 
forming them, that when they answefD;) 
ed their- obliging kind invitation foiji 
Saturday, they ha^t/ accident forgpl^t 
ten a firevious ewfagement to dine at"^ 
Sir Henry Lydiard's which will entire* 
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ly-prevent them the great pleasure they 
had promued themselves of dining^ on 
that day at the Meekln Place. They 
hope another time to be more fortu- 
HatCy as it is with extreme regret that 
they feel compelled to send this ex- 
cuse." 

Thinks'I'tO'myself^ Lord have mer- 
cy upon me, how well my dear mother 
seems to know the world I I actually 
began to be alarmed; — I loved both 
my father and mother sincerely ; I had 
judged them to be above all deceit, 
and yet what was I to think now ; I 
pondered and ruminated upon it a good 
deal, when the servant ^^Mrd a third 
time ;— " Ma'm'* say^^H'. there's 
company coming doi^^H^^venue, 
will you please to be atwB^* Thinks- 
Lto-mysff^ please to ne^t home ?— 
Why >yhere else can she {ll^se to be ? 
— ." Oh," says my father hastily, '* not 
at heme J not at home, unless it should 
be so ania so, and so, and so,** enumer- 
ating rapidly a select list oif worthies. 
As there 'was a necessity for the car- 
riage to pass the window of the room 
Where we were sitting, and it was too 
near to adnnitofoor going elsewhere, 
my faOiiy: and mother got both behixul 

'-V # 
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a great skreen, while I was hasd/ hur- 
ried Up into the nook of a bookcase :— 
Thin ks'I'to-my self ^ I suppose this is 
being not at home I — as the seiTant had 
inadvertently left the door open, I ob- 
served that it was judged necessary, 
for fear of discovery, to stifle all sorts 
of natural or other noises, even to the 
inhalation and exhalation of the breath 
of life, so that my father stood with a 
pocket handkerchief stuffed into his 
mouth, and my mother with her lips 
pressed close and Hat against the back 
of the skreen, while I poked mine as 
well as I could behind the book-case, 
whence a^^e dust seemed to arise 
that myj^^fear greatly that a uneeze 

would ^^^^Ktable ; while we 

were thlH^pBped, expecting every 
moment thwme carriage would <irivtf 
off, in camiHhe servant with tw6 of the 
finest ladies in the neighborhood, who 
actually discovered my father and 
mother behind the okreen, Aid %ho 
were obliged accordingly to comefcut, 
which they contrive* to do with the 
greatest apparent delight, so that / of 
course apprehended the visitors must 
be some of the so find 80*s that were 
doomed to be admitted ;.../* I was sure 
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you were at home," ssud they, and so 
they might well he, for another servant 
whom they had met in the avenue had 
told them so, as it turned out in the 
end :..«'' we could not think who it 
was," says my mother, ^ had we had 
the least idea of its being you^ we should 
have been at home of course, but we 
had intended to deny ourselves if it had 
been any body else/' 

I would have given any thing to have 
known enough of the world to have de- 
termined whether 1 ought to come out 
of my hiding place or not, for my fa- 
ther and mother in their confubion had 
quite forgotten me, and||h| company 
had managed to seat tnHfelves so as 
to be whoUy incapable of Tnvestigating 
the contents of the nook in whi.«h 1 
happened to stand. — Thinks'I-to-my' 
selfy they talk so loud I may at least 
breathe more freely, but at length what 
I was most afraid of^ actually befel me ; 
— some dust, or some smoke, or some 
sun-shine, or sc^nething or other, or 
the mere expectation and alarm of it, 
got up my nose, and so affected the ol- 
factory and other nerves of that noble 
organ, as to produce an indispensable 
necettity of taking some measu— "^ 
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stifle the storm of sneeze Vr ith which I 
seemed to be threatened,— unfortunate- 
ly I had not time to go* to my pocket, 
so that I was obliged to let it all de- 
pend upon the weak resistance to be 
produced by the interposition of my 
five fingers, which having, as every 
body knows, as many interstices as 
there are fingers, had no other effect 
but that of ramifying and dividing the 
noise into as many parts as there were 
fingers, so that out it all t2caitJirve'fold 
louder than there was natural necessi- 
ty for ;^- the sounds beddes, behig sev- 
erally of a description by no means fit 
for the re^|d ears of a courtly com- 
pany : — thiHpbct was such as might 
be expectecn^the two strangers were 
nearly thrown from their seats by the 
shock and alarm of so unexpected a sa- 
lute, while my fether and mother were 
little less surprised, and at the same 
time much more confused ; I was of 
course obliged to come out, and an at- 
tempt was made to laugh the matter 
off, but one of the ladies was Really so 
alarmed as to be near fainting, and the' 
she made every effort to seem to for- 
give me, yet I was sure by her looks 
that she wished me dead, or worse if 
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possible ; they took the earliest oppor- 
tunity afterwards of ordering their car- 
riage to th« door/ and as they quitted 
the house, I secretly gave them my 
blessing: it then first came to my 
knowledge that instead of being any 
' of the 90 and a6*8 that had a fair claim 
to be admitted, my poor father and 
mother would as willingly had seen the 
witch of Endor, and that the whole visit 
had been the effect of accident and 
blunder. ' 

But what made it worse was, that as 
they got into the carriage, some still 
more disagreeable people came to the 
door, at that very instant, whom it be- 
came therefore an equal matter of im- 
possibility to refuse, and who were ac- , 
cordingly forced upon us for a full 
hour; Thinka-I'to-myself^ ^jothing can 
exceed the patience of my €ear father 
and mother, when I saw them bow and 
courtesy to these additional guests, ex- 
pressing joy rather than sorrow at their 
untimely visit, and giving them every 
other testimony*of a hearty welcome. 
These were new comers into the neigh- 
borhood, and it was the return <)i{'4t^ir 
first visit. My father and mcj^^^^ 
as much of them and they of ml^^t' 
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and iDOther, as the Emperor of Ckba 
knows of the Cherokee Indians. They 
•were not in that elevated rank of life 
that excites confidence even among 
strangers, iK>r did they appear to have 
much more knowledge of the world in 
general than myself; I did not think it 
woi'th my while to stay very long in the 
room after their arrival, having no 
great prospects either of edification or 
amusement from the conversation of 
the whole groupe taken together.— 
Mrs. Fidget and her party, and the fine 
ladies whom I was near sneezing into 
fits, had plenty to say for themselves, 
but the gentleman and lady that had 
succeeded ta them, seem to have not 
much larger a vocabulary at their com- 
mand than a poll-parrot. The utmost 
efforts of my poor father and mother to 
get them to make a few advances of 
themselves towards conversation seem- 
ed entirely to fail ; so that all that was 
Tittered was by starts and jumps, with 
long intervals of dead^ silence ; as the 
sun was shining full into the room, and 
had been so all the morning, my moth- 
er ventured to remark that " it was a 
beautiful day," to which both assented ^ 
" but rather too warm,** says my fath^ ; 
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" rather too warm certainly,** said they 
both at once; and a dead silence fol- 
lowed. **Are you fond of the coun- 
try?** says my father; "very fond,** 
Bald they both, and another dead si- 
lence ensued. '* Are you a sports- 
man?" said my father; ''No;" says 
he^ and a dead silence : " Are you any 
thing of a farmer ?** *No ;' dead silence. 
** Are you fond of fishing ?*' 'No ;* and 
another dead silence ;—i-whilc exactly 
in the same manner was my mother 
engaged in pumping the lady ; " Are 
you a great walker r ' " Yes ;** and a 
dead silence. " Do you draw at all f * 
*' No ;** and a dead silence. " How 
many young folks have you ?" " five ;** 
and another dead silence. Thinka-I^ 
tO'Tttyaelfy 'Surely they fancy they are 
being tried for their lives ! 1 could bear 
it no longer, but found means to de- 
part, atid yet I learnt afterwards that 
they had the conscience to pay quite as 
long a visit as if they had been the 
most agreeable people in the wrrld. 

It was from such scenes as these, 
continually repeated, that 1 acquired 
the habit I speak of, — of soliloquy and 
suppressed remarks ; often have I 
wished to get the better of it since I 
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have been grown up, but it still haunts 
me, for every ten words that I utter 
out aloud, twenty or forty perhaps are 
mumbled in silence to myself; — the 
worst of it is, that though no body-can 
have been more disposed than myself, 
from my very childhood, to love my 
fellow creatures; my ifi'ental re- 
marks, spite of my teeth, will be con- 
tinually suggesting something bad or 
ridiculous concerning them :— I have 
detected such deliberate falsehoods, 
such atrocious mconsistencies, such 
bare-faced hypocrisy, such l»e dis- 
simulation, and often my verjr miir has 
stood an end, when J felt a " Thinka^I'. 
to-myaelfy^ coming upon me. 

As I have ever been a dutiful and 
most affectionate son, the rpader may 
easily suppose my concern was not 
small to gather this mortifying expe- 
rience of the ways of the worid, most 
immediately and express indeed for 
some time, solely from the conduct of 
my beloved parents, for it was from 
them that \ first learnt, that it was/ioff- 
«id/e, to be extremely hafifiy to have 
the pleasure of seeing the mo%t tire^ 
some fieofile in the world /—that it was 
fioasible to be much mortyHed, at being 
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firevented the hafifiineas of dining with 
a whole heap of inaufferable bores :— 
that it could be necessary to hofie to be 
firpored or honored with the company 
of persons, whom in our hearts* we 
thoroughly wished at Jericho. — These 
things induced me to say at the begin- 
ning of .my book, that 1 believe 1 was 
born of honest parents y^— honest I re- 
ally think they were, only their hones- 
ty was mixed up with a large quantity 
of dishonesty :— that is, they were as 
honest as it is possible for people to 
be, who 'can be happy to be made mU' 
erable ,• pleased with disagreeables ; 
mortijied by what is delightful ; — who 
can hope for what they most dread ; 
ask as a fovor^ what they would give 
the world* not to recjive ; and accept 
with great pleasure ^hat they would 
give the world to decline, 1 was un- 
easy, as 1 have said, as long as these 
discoveries all tended to the reproach 
ofmy beloved parents. Surely, Thinks- 
I'tO'tnyself I am bom of a race of Ivmr 
ocrites and deceivers. T^ere caralk 
be a molecule of honesty «ft in the 
whole current of the blood of the Der- 
monts! Many uneasy days and nights 
1 passed in endeavoring Mjbinl^ 
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ter of people I loved so much :— >but it 
was long before I had any fair oppor- 
tunity of being at all undeceived, and 
perhaps I never should, had It not been 
for a little bit of stratagem, which up- 
on*any less occasion, I should have dis- 
dained. 

One day when I was sitting with my 
mother, as us^^l, but a considerable 
time after the scene I have been de- 
scribbg, the identical party I have be- 
fore spoken of^ came again ; — videlicet, 
Mrs. and Miss Fidgets, the trQubleaome 
child, and the two pug9,^^Again was 
Mrs. Fidget delighted to see my moth- 
er, and my mother her;— a^-aiw, did 
the one intend it as a great and singu- 
lar farvory and again did the other re-, 
ceive it as such ; — again was 4he troub- 
lenome child, instfld of getting his ears- 
boxed, as I thought he deserved, pro- 
nounced to be a aiveet child, and a very 
^ne boy of his age^ though in reality as 
/luny and sickly as my mother really 
^l^^ht him when he was with us last ; 
^HHk were the dirty pugs admired and 
^Bflkstd;^^ffain, were they firesfied 
to stay longer^ thanked for their kind- 
ness, and urged to com^ a^ain.«— — 
ninks'I^myae^, what can all this 
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mean ? is my mother that downright 
hypocrite, that artful deceiver, delib- 
erately to impose upon all her friends 
in this manner ; and are they all such 
silly dii4>es as to be easily taken in ?— - 
Thinkt'I'tO'iHi^elf, I know what I'll 
do;^ — BO I jumped up from my seat, 
hastily quitted the room, and ran into 
the field near the house, which happen- 
ed to be separated from the avenue by 
a high and thick hnwthom hedge, 
which continued a considerable way, 
and where I knew I should be able to 
hear all the fiierKlly remarks of the 
company as they quitted Gi*umble- 
Ihoi'pe Hall. 

1 bad trot been long there before out 
catne the whole groupe, and as good 
luck would have it^, ^they came quite 
near enough to me toadmitof my re- 
ceiving into my poor innocent ears, ev^ 
ery soft and gentle expressK>n that ijfll 
from their amiable tongues. ' " Tban^ 
my stars," says the W( 
et, " that -visit's over ! 
th^e again for some t 
formal, and so prim, 
to open one's mouth 
Tommy, how do you 
dy V " N<^ at aW," 
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child : " nor I neither, mj dear," says 
Mrs. Fidget ; " nor I neither," says 
Miss Fidget; " nor I," says Matilda; 
" nor I,'* says little Miss Nancy ; 
" what a strange creature," adds Mrs. 
Fidget, " is that hopeful sbjr of hers ! 
he never speaks a word :-^I believe 
he's an idiot; and yet to see the fool- 
ish fondness and credulity of parents, I 
rerily believe they fancy him wise e- 
nough to be Prime Minister ;— but 
he*ll die I think ;....he's as thin as 
thread-paper, and looks for all the world 
in that black jacket of his, like a half- 
starved chimney sweeper. Did you 
see how he muttered something to 
himself as he went out of the room ? 
It will be a grefat' mercy if he is taken 
out of the worUU ^^ i^ is a shame for 
such clod/ioles to be bom to such an in- 
heritance : — here, Matilda, we must 
Y as well go and 
use now I am so 
I have killed two 

so you will Mrs. 
three ; for she 
pretty good aim 
my mother, and 
and I confesfi^I 
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felt so utterly astonished and confound- 
ed, that I did not quite know whether 
I stood on my head or heels ; — howev- 
er, the first thing that struck roe was, 
that my poor dc^ parents were quite 
exonerated : rhinke'I-tO'tnyselfi it all 
comes of their knowing the world ! no, 
there's nothing in it beyond self'^de- 
fence. Mrs. Fidget's singular favor 
and prodigious friendslup, is evidently 
no better than a deliberate attempt to 
kill my poor mother with the same 
stone she kills Mrs. Creepmouse, and 
to rejoice all the way home at having 
done it effectually. I returned to the 
house, heartily glad to have made so 
successful an experiment, though in- 
stead of curing me of iny mdady, I 
plainly saw it would increase it abom- 
inably. I went back to my mother, 
and as might naturally be expected, 
found her as much deliglR^d to be left 
alone again, as the Fidgets were to get 
away. I was almost tempted to say, 
do you know that you and Mrs. Creep- 
mouse have both been by this time kil- 
led by one stone ? but I must hav^, by 
doing so, betrayed my plan of listening, 
which I had great reason to think would 
have excited her displeasure^ for she 
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hftd always discouraged it as a ]ttaUe1^ 
of great impertinence, gi^at disbgen- 
uousoess, and gi*0at meanness, both, ia 
myself and my sister, adding ^e dki 
proverb, that " lieteners never hear or- 
ny good af thefMeh>€B^ which I ha4 
pretty well found to be true, in the 
complknent paid by Uie loirely Mrs. 
Fidget, to my poor thread-paper form, 
chimney-sweeping jacket, and clott- 
pole. 

It would be impossible to recount 
but the hundredth thousandth part of 
the strange scenes to which I was wit- 
ness, and the strange remarks they 
suggested, before I was grown up to 
be a man : — but most of them till then 
were of a nature I have alluded to.— 
My enmity to Mrs. Fidget soon wore 
off as I made greater progress in the 
knowledge of the world. I soon found 
that Mrs.^A'eepmouse could just as 
willinprly h^p-e killed Mrs. Fidget, as 
Mrs. Fidget could havte killed Mrs. 
Creepuiouse, and that in the true way 
of ^dsiting, the more havoc and destruc- 
tion one stone could make, the better 
to all parties. I soon found that peo- 
ple were troublesome to each other by 
settled commu:t) treaty and agreement. 
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not signed, sealed and delivered uadced 
ki a&y form, but concluded to be so, and 
therefope never to be violated. I soon 
found diat none were duped^ none re- 
ally taken in, none really deceived :— 
that ^lara extremely happy to sec 
yoQ/' meant no more in reality than, 
^ that I am come because I could not 
help it,^ and that ^' pray stay longer,'* 
implied little else than <^ 1 wish you 
were gone," or some such degant val- 
ediction:— still I could not break my- 
self of my soliloquies; they were for- 
ever recurring 5-4n the mean time I 
tried to be as civil and decent as I could 
in my reflections: *Ain^«-/-/o-my#(r^ 
that's a He /—never once passed the 
threshold of my thoughts :— but when 
any thing very amtrary to the truth 
seemed to strike me, especially where 
ladies were concerned, the utmost as- 
perity of thought indulged, was no 
greater than fkinke-I'tc^myaelf, that's 
a bounce i ovvijib ^ or a hum :— ^and so 
on. 

I have never yet told the reader, 
though Mrs. Fidget in the avenue had 
nearly let the cat out of the bag, that I 
was bom to a considerable inheritance 
and a title ; my fether through his 
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mother, who was the daughter of a 
Scotch earl, being heir after the death 
of a distant female relation, to a Scotch 
Barony. You may be pretty sure that 
all this was not unknown to mapy of 
the visitors at Grumblethorpe Hall : 
and that the poor Clodpole was an ob- 
ject of -intepest to others besides my 
worthy parents : in the very next par- 
ish lived a gentleman and lady who 
had inhented an overgrown fortune 
from a most distinguished ancestor^ 
lamely, Johi^ Twist, Esq. the great to- 
bacconist :— seventy or eighty thou- 
sand pounds were nothing ;— they were 
thought to have got from him in all as 
much as three or four hundred thou- 
sand, with which they had purchased 
a magnificent seat in the neighborhood, 
and unluckily for me, their lands join- 
ed my father's :— I wish every acre of 
it had been in JVbva^Zembla, These 
good folks happened, as is generally 
the case, I think, not to be over-bur- 
thened with children: — ^but all their 
progeny was one only daughter /— « 
heiress of course in the eye of the 
world to all the leavings of the rich tO' 
bacconist. 
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My &ther, God bless him^ i¥as not 
covetous, but he knew that a title bro't 
with it large and ungovernable expen- 
ces; — he had no nu»re pride than he 
had covetousness, and 1 believe would 
as willingly have seen the expected 
Barony branch suddenljiuoff from the 
main stem of his inheritance into ev^ 
80 distant a collateral ramification, as 
come down either perpendicularly or 
zigzag exactly upon his head ; — but 
conm it would ; — and who could help 
it ? while the lands originally attached 
to it, were expected, some of them to 
sdck to the earldom^ which went into 
another line, and some to an elder bar- 
ony, and some to thi^^ and that^ and 
t'other, till nothing buf an^w^y' cora^ 
net seemed left to my poor father :— 
his ©"vvn estate was excellent for a pri- 
vate gentleman, and he did not like this 
poor Barony that was coining down to 
make him more cons^cuous. 

Miss Grizilda Twist was just three 
years younger than myself: — all the 
pains that were possible had been ta- 
ken to make her eattremely disagreea- 
ble ; — she had been indulged fvora in- 
fency in every whim and caprice that 
could enter her weak mind, and <>-— 
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haded with acconifitUhmenta thtftfil* 
Ihd btt head with conceit : — she was 
«botmnabfy proud> us might be expect- 
ed, and by lio means of an amiable tem- 
J>fer :— 1 would describe her persony 
but it may sbem invidious j — for, per- 
h^p%i matiy «iore amiable persons ma^ 
jointly or severally have similar fea- 
tures^ and as I mean that every body 
in the world shall read this book, I 
wiih to give no personal offence to a- 
ny. I leave Jrou all therefore^ gentle 
readers^ to guess whether htr hair Was 
black, brown, or bri^i red ; — wheth- 
er her eyes were hazle, blue, or emerald 
green /-i-whethexj iier nose wa« Romany 
fireciaii;, hto^iVi^\t0t.tvrned ufi injnmt 
with har^e^ ®/ien^«fitri/^,— whether h^r 
teeth were ivory white and even, or 
blavk 9nd jogged ;— F will fjdrly say, I 
did not myself adhure her person, but 
nothing more j*— ladies are ladies. 

One day, as wiy father and myself 
were walking round the gi*6undsihe 
began about the peerage that was like- 
ly to come to us": says he, " Bob, you 
know you arc to be a lord ;** '^ I have 
heard so, Sir," says tN? " so much the 
Vforacj my boy," says hi^ : " certainly. 
Sir," sajra I, (for I neve*, contradicted 
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himV— but) rAmks'i-to^myseifj all the 
while, Why so ? " You know, I 8Ut>* 
pose," says he^ ^ that no estate comeB 
with it ?" " Not till you told mo, Sir/' 
says I : — •" A title, without an estate is 
a sad encumbrance," says he. I as- 
sented, though I cared no more about 
it, than the man in the moon r-^" thi^ 
property is great enough in its way," 
added my lather," but not sufficient lor 
a Peer ;'* I forget what reply I mado 
to this, for just at that moment, he tur- 
ned his/ight leg over the upper bar 
of Uie stile, and there he sat. ^thinks* 
I'to-myeeljl ^^ We'll ride a cock- 
horse, to Banbury Cross :"— What in 
the world makes him sit so ? Says my 
father, slapping his l^t thigh, *^ this 
leg, B6b, is in Grumblethorpe do- 
mains :" — rhrnks'I'to-myaelf^ he is go- 
ing mad ! then slapping his right 
thigh, " in what domain is this leg, 
Bob ?" rhinka-i'to-myaelfy he foams 
at the mouth I however he went cm : 
^ rhia ^tile^ Bob, you must know, ex- 
actly divides our property from Mr. 
Twist's." I was delighted to hear hi^ 
talk like a rationid creature again : he 
k)oked at me, however, as if «&l wait- 
ing for a reply, though I had r ' ' 
G 
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** does it, Sir V* or **,yes^** or some such 
tfaiog in answer already : he repeated 
the reoiark. rhvikt^i'to^myaelfi what 
can my father mean ? ^ Many estatesy 
Bob/' coQ^ues he, <^ pass down 
straight forward through a long, long 
line of lineal descendants; some go 
ofip at right angles, one knows not 
where, for wa^it of children to succeed : 
some gently and smoothly glide into 
other families, as by adoption, sale, or 
marriage 'f* he s^^ made a solemn 
pause. think8'i'to^my9elf,vrYi^t next ? 
*<What a pity," says he, *« Bob, that 

ror Mr. Twist should have no son I" 
said not a word: — ^^ a daughter^* 
continues he, << must carry it all into 
some other &mily:" I saidnothng. 
" I suppose," says he, *' there's many 
a young man looking out for Miss 
Twist :*' — tkinke'j't0'my8e(f,i let 'em 
look ! Just at this moment we were 
interrupted. My father was called 
home to some p^'sons who wanted 
him upon budness, so recommending 
it to me to continue my walk on the 
TvfUt mde of the stilcj he quitted me 
and returned to the house. 

The Twist side of the stile was the 
way to the -vicarage. There was none 
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of the n^ghbors I Ukcd better than the 
femily there. Mr. and Mrs, Mande- 
ville were most amiable and worthy 
people, and not being over rich, had 
a large ^mily :— some of the boys had 
been occasionally my playmates, as the 
daughters had at times -visited my sis- 
ter. I found myself got very near to 
their gate before I was aware even of 
my own designs. It happened that ia 
my ignorance of the world, as it is cal- 
led, I was in some points as much un- 
acquainted with myself 2ls with other 
people. I had long perceived that the 
vicarage was the only house I really 
liked to visit. I had also perceived, 
but I could not quite account iw it, 
thsft when Emily Mandeviile, which 
was the name of the eldest daughter, 
either went out of the room, or came 
into the room, spoke to me, or I spoke 
to her, I had the gueereat sensation a- 
bout the region of my hearty that cou!d 
be conceived. It seemed to beat and 
bump ten times quicker than cowmpn, 
^^^^^t/nnks'i'to-mysel/f it's St. Vitus's 
dance. 

These symptoms I knew to be grcat- 
lyand rapidly increasing, so that I had 
a great mind to ask the apothecarv a- 
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bout it : we had always been great and 
particular friends :—— Whether her 
heart dumfied as much as mine, I had 
never yet asked her,-^ut she always 
appeared happy in company ;-«-her 
temper was the sweetest in the world) 
and as to her person, I certainly need 
be under no such scruples as 1 was 8« 
bout Miss Twist's, if I could but de- 
scribe it : for let all the females in the 
world read my book, none <^them 
could wish to be more elegantly beau* 
tiful than Emily MandeVille ;— every 
one would of course desire to resemble 
her in ^^ voice and feature, form and 
gait :•*— let every one therefore only 
jToncy her as beautiful and amiable and 
lovely «s themaelvea and I need say' no 
more.— 7%mA:«-./-/o..f)iy«f(^ that's e- 
nough. 

I found Mrs. Mandeville and her 
daughters all busily engaged : some 
working, some reading, and some draw- 
ing. Mr. Mandevfile, though not 
rich, nor over-well ^ndowefl, had in 
his early days kept much good compa* 
ny, as had Mrs. Mandeville also, so 
that, in a simple and plain manner, ev- 
ery thing had an air of elegance ; there 
was no vulgarity ; every thing was e* 
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qually cfetant from a vain display of 
noeiy^ and a shabby meanness. Mr. 
Mandeville had travelled, and was well 
acquainted both with books and men. 
He had a fi^ed and rooted respect and 
reverence for every thing connected 
with religion, without the smallest 
tincture of enthusiasm or bigotry. He 
was, perhaps, altogether the fnost pol- 
ished man in the neighborhood, though 
many looked down upon him from a* 
bove 2 while from below every body 
looked up to him ; that is-— the poor all 
loved and respected him, for .they 
knew the man : the rich toew in gen- 
eral only his office ; some were too 
great in their own conceits to associate 
with a country vicar, and spme were 
of too mean capacity to be even capa- 
ble of associating with him : — as for 
my father and mother, I must say they 
thoroughly understood his woith, and 
in their intercourse with him, I can ven- 
ture to assert, thought of nothing else. 
My father found him much above the 
common run of his country associates, 
and my mother found in Mrs. Mande- 
ville, a friend she could trust :--for she 
was free from vanity, and disdadned all 
parade of forms and pretensions. 
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During my visit at the vicarage the 
morning I am speaking of, something 
' led us to advert to our great neighbors, 
the Twists, Mrs. Mandeville observ- 
ed, that Miss Twfet was extremely ac- 
com/iHshed : — ^that she had had mas- 
ters of all descriptions, and of course 
must have learnt a great deal. I con- 
fess it surprised me always to hear any 
body speak well of the absent, and 
therefore, (though as for poor Miss 
Twist, I abominated her) yet I hearti- 
ly joined the encomiums. I agreed 
with Mrs. Mandeville in all she said, 
for how could I do otherwise ? Miss 
Twist had had niany masters, and 
therefore might naturally be expected 
to know much :— far more than I 
thought it necessary for her to know : 
— she had learnt I know not what ;— 
music, dancing, painting, these were 
<x>mmon vulgar accomplishments >-* 
she had attended a world g^ fashionable 
lectures, and was' therefore supposed 
to understand Chomistry, Geography, 
Philology, and a hundred other olagies^ 
for what I know, enough, as I thought, 
to distract her brain :— however, I ob- 
served that when I agreed so much 
'vith Mrs. Mandeville^ my dear fritend 
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Emily, suddenly arose and quitted the 
TQom,^ Thinkit'I'to-fnyselfySht^s gone 
to fetch her thimble, or her scissors, 
or something or other, but I immedi- 
ately felt that bumping at my hearty of 
which I have spoken, come on so 
much, that I wished Miss Twist and 
all her accomplishments at the bottom 
of the sea. As it was groMring late, I 
found it necessary to depart, and there- 
fore getting up and shaking them all 
by the hand, I wished them good mor- 
iiing, adding, as I shook the last hand 
of the interesting groupe, pray tell 
Emily I wish her good bye, — which 
brought back all the bumping to so 
great a degree, that as I walked away I 
could scarce move or breathe. 
Thinka-I'tO'tnyselfi it's certainly an a- 
pothecary'a concern. Ji must ask Mr. 
Bolus about it, as sure as can be, in a 
day or two. 

When I got home, I found that a- 
mong the visitors that had blbn at the 
Hall that morning, were Mr. Mrs. and 
Miss Twist, and her governess ; I 
thought my fether and mother seemed 
somewhat concerned that I had been 
out of the way, but reproof I received 
none. They appeared to be in no 
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manner displeased that I had been at 
the vicarage; but the visit of the 
Twists, I found, had ended in an invi- 
tation, particularly extending to;^my- 
self. 

We were in three dfiysfrom thiat 
time to go and dine at JSiicotium Castle. 
On the morning of the day we were to 
dme therdt I found my mother prone 
to dwell upon the beauties of McoHum 
Caatle : what a delightfiil place it was, 
adding also, as Mrs. Mandeville had 
done, what an accomplished girl MissL 
Twist was; how very learned^ and 
how very clever J It is amazing what 
a relief I felt to the bumping at my 
heart, whenever the conversation t6ok 
this turn ; so that I began to take a 
pleasuie in talking of Miss Twist. I 
was so easy and comfortable the mo* 
ment her name was mentioned, that a- 
ny body would have been encouraged 
to go ^^ with it : had Emily Mande- 
ville beaknentioned, my malady would 
have returned so immediately, that no 
doubt the c<mversation would have 
stopped at once : but this never hap* 
pened. - Nobody thought of mention- 
ing her to me) and I could have died 
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* on the ^>ot sooi^r than hare mention- 
ed her name to any body else. 

The day came for our visit to Nico- 
tium Castle. Thinks'I-to^myself, I'll 
ask if I mayn't dine at' the vicarage : 
«D at breakfast I humM and hawM and 
ventured to say, " I had rather be ex- 
cused going to Nicotium Castle." My -^ 
father looked black ; my nift;her looked 
I know not how : Thinka^I^tO'tnyaelr, 
it dun' t seem agreeable. ' "-YoucJtti- 
not with propriety stay at home," says 
my father, *' because you were so par- 
ticularly invited ;" Thinks'I'tO'tnyaelfy 
what if I say I had the misfortune to be 
previously engaged I so says I, as bold 
* as brass,-—" but was previously enga- 
ged to dine at the vicarage j"— " pre- 
viously engaged !" says my dear 
mother, " that cannot be : it would be 
a great act of rud^ess to put off the 
Twists with an excuse like that.** 
T/dnks'I'to-myselfi I don't know e- 
nough of the world to underttand the 
nature of these put off* a. My father 
said, I mu^t go ; I made therefore 
no further objections. 

The hour came, and away we went. 
Every, thing at the castle was. most 
splendid. There was every sort of 
H 
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rarity :^cry Ihing that k was not ea* 
sy to get .• I would have given the 
world to have sat by my dear mother, 
but as accident would have it) I got 
exactly between Miss Twist and her 
governess. Tfdnka^I'tO'myaelfy I hope 
she won't ask n^e about any of the o/o- 
giea : as it happened she did not ; but 
s|e talked ii me very often ; offered 
me abundance of nice things, and as 
for Mr. and Mrs. Twist, nothing could 
possibly exceed their attention. Thinh" 
I'to-myaelf, a fig for Mrs. Fidget ; , 
Clodpole is somebody^ of consequence 
at last 1 In the evening, as more com- 
pany came, we found tlmt it was to 
end in a ball, I would have given ev- 
er so much to have datice<l with my 
father or mother : not 'that I was so 
ignorant as not to know that this was 
impossible, but I felt so inexpresslUy 
shy as to dancing with any body else. 
Thinks'I-to-myaelfy I'll go and sit with 
the fiddlers : but unhappily, just as I 
was going, Mr. Twist came behind 
me : " Young Gentleman," says he» 
" you must open the ball with my 
daughter :" T/iinka-I'to-myaeff, if I 
must I must ; so away I went, up to 
the tq) of about twenty couple. 
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I had I«arot plenty of Latin and 
Greek of my tator, but as for dan- 
cing, I knew but little of it : Thinks-I- 
to-myttelfj I wish I were a cow or a 
sheep : for if ever they dance, they are 
not particular about the steps ; where- 
as I scarce seemed- to know whether I 
was to begin with my heels or my toes : 
however, away we wenl^ and with a 
little puUiDgaiid hauling, and pusljing, 
and shoving, I got at last to the bottom 
of the room : Miss Twist twisted in 
and out so adroitly, that we happily 
arrived at our journey's end, without 
afty lives lost or limbs broke, though 
I thought all seemed to be hi danger : 
" Pray," says Miss Twist, '^ don't en- 
gage yourself to any body else;" 
TAinka»Lto*my9e^, I wish I could : in 
the mean time all the young men in 
the room I observed came to ask her 
to dance, but she was engaged for the 
whole evening to Mr. Robert Der- 
mont Thinks'I^tO'tnyaelf, I'll let you 
off! but nothing would do; I was 
fixed for the evening ; and at supper, 
had to preside with the amiable heiress 
of the castle, at tibc second table. 
rMnks'I-to-my^ffif, I wish I was at 
home> and a-bed, and asleep ; however, 
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at last, the entertaiDmeDt faifppily came 
to an end, and a\^ay Mre all went. 

As we were upon our return, my 
mother observed how much I had 
been honored in having had Miss 
Twist for a partiiery— intimating that 
all the other young men that were 
there envied me. ^'hinkg-I^to-myselfi 
well they might ; but another time, I 
had rather they than me : — however, 
luckily I escaped all my bumping at 
the heart : Emily Mandeville was not 
of the party. Mr. and Mrs. Twist's 
invitations did not extend to the Fu 
ccra^-e;— but what was particularly 
provoking, when I got to bed at night, 
I felt a great bumping, because she 
was not there. rhinJia-J'to-ntyself^ I 
must certainly take some physic. 

The very day after the ball, Mrs. 
and Miss Twist called upon my moth- 
er again. Much of the conversation 
of course, turned upon the company 
that had met together the night before. 
Mrs. Twist expressed great satisfac- 
tion that her daughter had had so /zroi 
per a partner :— " I don't like her to 
da»ce ma'am,** . says she, "but with 
people of family !" rhinka'i'tO'myselfy 
— ." You know, Bob, you are to be a 
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lohi!"-— and now it's out I— I began 
now to have some suspicion how the 
land ky, a^ they say : I began now to 
discern that the Twists knew some- 
thing about the stile as well as my 
father. ^Mnks'i^o-myselff^'^'i sure 
as can be, they are inclined to replen- 
ish my empty coronet, and interweave 
a few leaves of tobacco with the Baro- 
nial balls ;— .however, nothing of all 
this was suffered to pass my lips. I 
looked upon it all as a good scheme, 
and admirably calculated to cure my 
bumiping of heart ; — for, rhinks-i-to- 
mi/aelf, it is impossible 1 could pass 
my life with Emily Mandeville, since 
my heart bumps^so dreadfully, even at 
a distance. 

It was amazing the number of ci- 
vilities and invitations that passed now 
between Nicotium Castle and Grum- 
blethorpe Hall. They were coi^nu- 
ally conning to us, or we going to tnem. 
Mi's. Twist was always talking of peo- 
ple of family ; my father and. mother 
always lamenting to me the expecta- 
tion of the unendowed Barony. All 
this while, I continued in the habit of 
visidng the Vicarage, though my heart 
bump^ so excessively, whenever 
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was diere, that I thought I must en- 
tu*ely give it up. 

One day, as I was walking in the 

^rden with Mrs. MandevUle and the 

•females of tlie family, it came into my 
head that Emily would Hke to have . a 

•beautiful moss-rose, that I had just 
gathered : r/Unks'i'io-myse{fy I'll go 
and stick it in her bosom ;-— at that ve- 
ry moment I had such an extraordina- 
ry seizure of the bumping At my heart, 
that I was ready to ^rop ; but wh%t 
appeared to me moie strange was« 

■ that I could not go to her, do what I 
would, — for the first time in my life, I 
felt a sort of dread of her: while Mrs. 
Mandevilte had been questioning me 
about the ball at Nicotium Castle, a 
little before, I thought she looked dis- 
pleased with me, and when I expected 

- it of her as ajHend that she would 
ha«| //^<rrf to hear of the notice that 
hacHjeen taken of me, I observed she 
walked quite away :— I had never quar- 
relled with her in all my life, nor she 
with me : — I would have done any 
thin^ to have served her, or pleased 
her ; and now that I felt afraid of her 
I still seemed to want to serve her and 
please her more than ever : rhinkt^i- 
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io^my9e{fy certainly I am bewitched ; 
— soon after she came up to us of her 
own accord : Thinka-i'to-myaelf, now 
ru give the rose ; — so I went to her 
with it, and was going to offer it, but 
my tongue got so perfectly dry in my 
mouth, that Til be hanged if I could 
speak a word. ^fdnk9'i'to-myfiey\ I 
am certainly gdng to die. I was so 
frightened that I got away as soon af- 
ter as I could ;— but the bumping con- 
tinued all the way home, worse I think 
than ever. I was afraid to tell my 
mother of it because I knew she would 
send for Mr. Bolus, and that always 
' ended in such severe and long con- 
tinued discipline, generally beginning 
with an emetic, which tore me to pie- 
ces, that I always kept my malldies 
to myself as long as I could. 

As my sister was just come home, 
I asked her about it, but she only 
laughed at me, though I could not 
tell why. I got into my father's libra- 
ry one morning, in order to try if I 
coukl^nc/ my case in any of the physi- 
cal books there, of which he had a 
store ; I looked into a good many, just 
running over the symptoms of each, 
which caught my eye, as being in cap- 
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ital letters^ thus, syhptoms, and it is 
past all conception, what a variety of 
diseases I seemed to have ; for to look 
for bumping only, was nothing ; the 
more I read, the more Bymfitoma I 
detected ; I was not aware of a hun- 
dredth part of what I suffered, till the 
book suggested them : I plainly saw 
roy case to be (at least I thought so 
then) a complication of all the classes, 
orders, genera, and species of disease, 
that had ever afflicted the race of man. 
As I went along, and questioned my- 
selfas to the several symfitoma of the 
different diaorders as laid down in the 
book^ I found I had not only bumfiingsy 
but dreadful fiains in my head and 
loins^ with a weariness oflimbs^ stretch' 
ing, yawning, shivering and shaking^ 
which are pretty plain signs, as any 
body must allow, of an approaching^ 
fever : I had a rigor or chillness, fudna 
in my bach^ difficulty of breathing. I 
had a violent firickmg pain in one of 
the sides, deep down among my ribst 
which was manifestly a pleurisy or 
perijineumony ; I could not exactly 
discern which : I had ^\cA&oXfiuah%nga 
in the face ^ disturbed sleeps and a sing" 
ing in wjt/ eara^ which seQiwed to mcj 
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to indicate a fihrenlHa : I had a pain- 
ful tension on the right side alsO) just 
opposite the firicking pain on my le.t, 
under thtJaUe ribs, which I knew at 
once to be a disordered liver : In short 
I kept looking and looking, till I was 
evidently convinced/ that I had n^ a 
sound part about me, and I should I 
am persuaded, have taken to my bed 
and died, to the great joy of Mrs. Fid- 
get, if it had not been that I rather 
"unshed to die. Ever since Emily 
Mandeville had looked grave at me, I 
had felt as bold as a lion about dying, 
and I will venture to say, could have 
resolutely walked into the very arms 
of old Dry-bones with his hour glass, 
had I but met him any where in my 
walks. 

I did, however, take a little medi- 
cine, by advice of the books flicked up 
here and there. I managed to buy 
some ifiecacuanhayosafatida, Glauber's 
salt, and compound tincture of SennUy 
which, mixing up with « parcel of ja- 
lafi, and some succotrine aloes^ (not 
very regularly, I confess, for I knew 
nothing of the proper proportions,) 1 
took a tea-spoonful, night and morn- 
ing, for thr»e days, which so ^ectual- 
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\j moved my stomach, as to gi^ me^ 
9» I thought, the fairest chance of a 
perfect recovery : however, not so ; I 
could not reach the bumpmg after all, 
which occurred so instantaneously up- 
on the smallest recc^lection of Erafly 
Mandeville, that had she been old and 
ugly, or had she ever been seen in the 
air on a broom, must have convinced 
me that she was the exact person that 
had bewitched me. I continued in this 
state for some days after my sister's 
return home ; during which time, 
Miss Twist came often to see her in 
her carriage, and Emily Mandeville 
once on foot : I could plainly perceive, 
that though the latter did not at all 
mind coming on foot, the former was 
very proud indeed of coming in her 
carriage ; but what*was odd, even this 
difference between the two, as soon as 
I perceived it, brought on the bumfiing 
at my heart : nmiks-j-to-myself^ Em- 
ily shaU ride in her carriage too. 

I know not how long I might have 
remained in this miserable uncertain 
state, had it not been for the most un- 
looked-for accident that ever befel one 
in my sad condition. Qn^ day, that 
Miss Twist had dined with xis, she and 
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XD]r sister m the eyening, were playing 
and singing at the piano-forte. They 
both sung extremely well, only Miss 
Twist was so abominably affected, I 
could not bear to look at her, while she 
sung, but stood at a distance generally, 
listening to the words. Music I de- 
lighted in; especially I found since 
the first attack of my bumping — there 
were some tunes so exquisitely sooth- 
ing and delightful, 1 could scarce bear 
them; and some of the words of the 
songs seemed tome to touch my com- 
. plaint. Miss Twist, I perceived, had 
-a particular knack in fixing upon such 
songs : at last, there came one that 
completely opened my poor dull eyes ; 
the two firet verses were sufficient. I 
had not made complete experiment of 
, all)— -but my eyes were opened, as I 
say: irhinks-'i-iO'mz^elfy ^ that's e- 
nough :" as I whispered to my sister 
to beg her to repeat it, I could not 
hdp marking every word, the second 
time, and accompanying them virith my 
usual soliloquies. 

«« When Delia on the plain appears," 

Sung Miss Twist i^thinka-i'to-my' 
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^elf^ when Emily Mandeville walks la 
the garden ;— 

*« Aw'd by a thousand tender fears,** 
'* I would approach, but dare not|move»'* 

fhinka^i'to.myself^ symptoms !— the 
exact case to a hair ! — nerer was any 
thing more plain ! 

, **»Tell me, my heart, if this be lovb." 

• 

Yes undoubtedly ! — Neither fever nor 
fileurUy not fierifineumony^ nov fihreiu 
it isy j}OT ^ diseased ftver^ but love ! 
downright love.— My eyes werfc open- 
ed,! say. — ^ 

As iU luck would have it, however, 
Miss Twist, I believe, thought- her 
eyes were opened too. She had no 
questions to ask her heart about love, 
for I believe she was perfectly incapa- 
ble of that amiable passion, in any se- 
lious degree : nothing, I am confident, 
would ever have made her heart bump 
as mine did ; but having been instruc- 
ted and tutored at home, to lay siege 
to my expected Barony that was com- 
ing from the North, and having fully 
learnt to believe from Father, Mother, 
GovemesS) Nurse> Sec. Sec. &c. that 
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there was nothing she could purchase 
with her riches, half so valuable} Jte a 
coronet and supporters for her car- 
riage, having the Twist arms in the 
full middle of all, as an heiress, she was 
interested in all the love symptoms that 
could, by any means, be discovered in 
the heir apparent of all these valuables, 
and therefore she thought it worth her 
while to make that malady her studf , 
and as she could not fairly ask to feel 
my pulse, she could only judge at 
a distance as it were : — so she had 
made already almost as much of this 
one verse, as I had : — ^ When Delia 
on the filain afifiears** was to Jier^ 
when Miss Twist comes in her car- 
riage :— •** Avjed by a thousand tender 
feara^ I vfpuld afi/iroachj'*'^she put, 
•* He would approach :" — that is, me, 
(me myself, me) the Clod-fiole^ " hb 
would approach, but dare not hiove.'* 

I don*t wonder she was mistaken ; 
for certainly I was " awedj* though 
not by ** tender fears :" I was afraid of 
her oiogies^ and heap of vain aceoni' 
fUishments : and though I certainly 
did not ^'M to apfiroach her^ yet as I 
certainly did not approach her so 
much at ahe wished and expected" 
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waf ja fair conjecture to think I wouldf 
bj4 could, not, and that I dared not 
movcy and so, take it altogether* no 
i^ofider her pride and prepossessions 
plainly told her, that this was love : 
-love in me towards her own sweet per- 
son ; she therefore made sure of hef 
game . the song being asked for a- 
gain, convinced her that it was by X99f 
©f enabling her to discover the pre- 
cious secret ; so that she felt quite as- 
sured of being her ladyship already, 
and wondered what could make the 
old people in the North live so long : 
my father and mother also, 1 appre- 
hend, she wished somewhat oldety 
though perhaps she Would have al- 
lowed the latter a little respite as a 
dowager, 

I thought, however, I had made 
two discoveries from this song : the 
third stanza pleased me as much ^s 
any ; for by applying it to Emily Man- 
deville, I began to flatter myself I had 
discovered a reason for her turning a- 
way, when her mother and I were 
talking so much about the ball at Ni- 
cotium Castle, and the accomplish- 
ments of Miss Twist. 
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" If she some other jrouth commend.'* 

rAinki'i'tO'myself, why not«- — ^^ If 
fic some other ^aid commend V* 
" Though I was once his fondest 
friend;" "Why not," says I, *^ her 
fondest-fi4€iid?"— ** His instant enemy 
I ^ve ;" « Why not," says I, " her 
enemy,** and so on : surely, rhinhs-i' 
tO'Tnyselff^-^ymfitoms again ; my heart 
bumped more than ever, but it was be- 
come quite a pleasant sensation ; I 
had quite given up all thoughts of ask- 
ing the apothecary about it ; I meant 
henceforward to ask nobody about it, 
but Dr. Emily Mandeville. 

I bad not time yet to think the least 
in the world about Miss Twist's disap- 
pointment ; indeed I could not care a 
half-penny about it ; for, rhinka-i'tO" 
^y^^ify love won't kill her^ and there 
are coronets enough to be had for mon- 
ey ; who knows but she may buy an 
Earl or a Duke : but poor Emily 
Mandeville can't buy even a Baron ; ani 
thus I ran on whenever my thoughts 
took that turn ; however, I could 
not *ft6lp now beginning to make com- 
parisons between the heiress of Nico- 
uum Castle, and the meek-eyed m? 
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en of tlie Vicii'agc. rhinka-i'to-my^elfi 
what's all her Chemistry and Geology, 
and French, and Italian, to the plain 
$ense and rational understanding of 
Emily Mandeville ? what are all tlie 
airs and graces, and conceit and affec<« 
tation, of the haughty Miss Twist, to 
the artless simplicity and unassuming 
innocence of the Vicar's daughter'/ 
She may ride in her coach, and have 
necklaces and bracelets of the choi- 
cest jewelry, she may sing like a Car- 
alqni^ or dance like a Dodalaniy but I 
want not to pass my life amidst dia- 
monds and rubies ; I want something 
better to associate with, than the pup- 
pets of an Opera House. 

But there was one circumstance 
with regard to .the Twists that had a 
great tendency to set me against them; 
they seemed to me to have no sense 
of religion ; their pew at church was 
generally empty, or if they chanced to 
come there, they were too late, or 
there was such a talking in their pew, 
or they seemed none of them to have 
any books, or they knew nothing of the 
sermon afterwards, or something or 
other happened to convince me, that 
they had not any ofthem a proper sense 
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of religion at all ; Church was a bore 
to Miss Twist ; Mr. Mandeville's ser- 
mons were shockingly long ; her pa- 
pa always took a novel in his pocket, 
and Mrs. Twist wished she was close 
to the parson with a spur, to urge him 
on a little quicker : now I shall make 
no scruple to say, that I had ever a 
propensity to hold such sort of people 
in absolute contempt and abhorrence ; 
my father and mother had each of them 
a just sense of religion ; they were 
christians, not in form only, but at heart 
— tHey never disputed about it, or made 
a parade of it, but any thing that in the 
least offended against the sacredness 
of place, person, or thing, connected 
with religion, excited their displeasure; 
so that I was bred up from a child to 
entertain a reverence ioc whatever be- 
longed to it ; and it is no wonder that 
this should have led me to look more 
narrowly into these matters, and make 
it no subordinate object of my studies ; 
I was fond of books always ; I had been 
admirably instructed ; 'Mrs. Fidget 
thought me a clod-pole because I could 
not talk in the way she did, but while 
Bhe talked without tfdnking^ /thought 
without talking ; I would not be so*v"- 
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dvil to Mrs. Fidgeti as to kmst up<^ 
it without farther argument, that I had 
the advantage, but it appeared to ine> J. 
must confcssi tlut I was no clod-pote 
for what I did. I never shall regret 
the want of language that may have 
excited Mrs. Fidget's spleen j want of 
thought would have given me moro 
concern ; but to return to what I was 
discoursing upon.— - 

Bred up as I had been, it may easily 
be supposed, Mr. Mandeville's house 
and manners, and way, of going on^ 
were more congenial to my feelings,, 
than the empty glare and glitter of, 
Nicotium Castle : at Mr. Mandeville's 
every, thing was regular, comfortable, 
and consistent ; one could have step- 
ped at any time out of his house into 
the other world without confusion, but 
at Nicotiupi Castle, nothing was regu- 
lar, nothing comfortable^ nothing natu- 
i*al ; all artificial, and as for stepping 
out of tlwit gaudy. Castle into the other 
world, it was quite horrible and shock- 
. ing to think ot it. rhmks'l'to-myself^t 
•*-<often,) What will .the angels say to 
thee, Mr. Twist, when thou appearest 
at the gates of heaven? Alas! rhinkt- 
^ '^my^fl/; suriely I know : " Thpu in 
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iby life*tiine recelvedst thy good thingSy 
likewise Lazarus evil things:*' I hafl 
cot so little charity as to be ever able 
to proceed: for after all, the melan- 
choly thing was,— Mr. Twist knew 
tioMng -about the other world /—he 
knew much more of the Sporting Cat' 
endar than of the Bible. He thought, 
probably, (if he ever thought at all up- 
on the subject) that there was a regular 
JVicotium Castle prepared for him a- 
mong the many mansions we read of 
in the Book of God ; and that if there 
were any thing that might not come to 
him in the way of inheritance, merit, or 
grace, money could fiurchase it 

I am afraid I have fallon deep into a 
digression : wcfU then, gentle reader, if 
you don't like this digression, burn all 
the rest of the book, but don't touch 
the digression itself: give it me back 
again ; I value it ; I don't care what 
you like or dislike,— upon that partic- 
ular topic, I will speak my mind : If I 
am to be a Clod-fiole^ let me, for God's 
sake, be at least a religious one. 

My worthy, good and kind mother, 
thought the ball at Nicotium Castle was 
too pointed, not to render it strictly in- 
cumbent on her, to give a ball at G" 
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blethorpe Hall ; at which, good soul^ 
Xinake no manper of doubt, she looked 
forward with feelings something like 
those of Mrs. Twist, (only not so vul- 

far,) to the pleasure of seeing Miss 
Vist and me dance together. She 
spoke of it to my father, and as he 
thought it quite right, to be sure it 
must be done directly ; for the only 
thing in which I think my poor mother 
might be vulgar and unfashionable, 
was, that of having a perfect deference 
to the opinion of my father,— so m^ch 
so, that I have often thought she realTJ^ 
loved him ; but what made a great 
puzzle and combustion among us 
sometimes, >iras, that my father had 
just as great a deference for ray moth- 
er, so that if by any untoward accident, 
any project, business, or engagement 
hung upon a balance between them, it 
was almost impossible that it should 
ever get settled ; each insisting so 
strenuously not to have it their own 
way^ that I am confident, that had it 
been left to them to settle the planet- 
ary system, and the dispute had been 
about the right and left course of the 
orbits, that glorious luminary the sun, 
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mij^ht have stood still forever, without 
a single body to revolve around him. 

Well, the ball was of course deter- 
mined upon, and the day fixed ; and in 
two days after the determination, a pack 
of printed cards having been procui?. 
cd, numberless invitations were writ- 
ten, many of them by Clodfioie him- 
self; but here a great difficulty arose; 
— my sister wished all the Mandevilles 
to be invited, and to have beds at the 
hall : my mother assured her they 
were not of the party at Nicotium 
Castle ; " not," says she, «• that I think 
them unworthy of having been there, 
for on the contrary, I think it would 
have been better had Mrs. Twist invi- 
ted them, but only now they will not 
expect to be invited ; — ^but I will see 
what your father says :" I said nothing, 
and I thought nothing ; for I was, as it 
yrere^adbergasted ;. — what that means 
I don't know, but having heard it used 
upon occasion by very elegant people, 
I adopt it, as it seems to me to mean 
something very applicable to my feel- 
ings. 

I shall cease to describe the bumfi- 
inga I had at my heart, because I now 
understood them> and thought the*- 
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quite natural. I confess I felt anxious 
about my father's coming home>thou^ 
neither my mother, nor my sister said a 
word about it : — at last, however, he 
came ; — he had been out a riding with 
-Mr. and Mrs. Twist, of all the people 
in the world, so that I augured rather 
unfavorably as to the issue of the busv- 
ness:-^he was not long returned be- 
fore he came into my mother's room : 
r/anka-I'to-myaelfy I wish I was dead 
and buried. I expected them to begin 
upon it immediately; — ^but no such 
thing :— the deuce of a word was ut- 
tered either about the Twists or the 
Mandevilles, lor a full quarter of an 
hour at least :-— at last, my sister be- 
gan : says she, "Papa, don't you mean 
that the Mandevilles shall be invited to 
the ball ?" 

Just at this moment, the servant en- 
tered, aiid my father was called out of 
the room ; — I could have freely knock- 
ed the fellow on the head ; — thinks'I" 
to-myaelf^ he did it on purpose ; — how- 
ever, the business was not urgent, and 
my father came back again ; — says my 
sister, as before, " Papa, don't you mean 
to have the Mandevilles invited to the 
ball?" « Who are invited ?•* says my 
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fethwr " Every bej^," stf s mj inotli- 
er, " that wa3 at Nicotium Castle ;"— * 
" the MandeviUes were there," says my* 
&ther.hastily.I-^'> no^ not one of thcmv'* 
says my mother :— " then," says my &•► 
tber, "it's a d-^—o'd shame! !"— My 
mother) and my sister, and myself^ all 
slunk back ;— such an expression from 
such a mouth bespoke an earnestness 
we were ivaaccustomed to :-— says my 
father, '* Are you sure they were none 
of them there '/" — ^*^ Indeed," says my 
mother, " they were none of them in- 
vited ;"— «' tlien," says my father *' send 
to them directly, and tell 'emi, we have 
beds for them all, and tell *em we'll 
send the carriage for them, and tell 'em 
to bnng my favorite young Tom, and 
tell 'em they had letter come to din- 
ner that they may be in time ;" — so 
saying, he quitted the room, and bang- 
ed the door after him^ as much as to 
say, "Tro almost in a pasaonV — vay 
mother ssdd not a word* but went and 
got some paper ; — says she, ^' don't send 
a card^ it's too formal ; here, wrke 
what your father said," holding out a 
slieet of paper ;— my sister gladly took 
thfe pen, and scribbled away the full a- 
nvQunt of my father's Ujcral invitation s 
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—I wished very mach to be the mes- 
seager to cany the note to the Vicar- 
age, but I could Dot muster up quite 
courage enough to propose it \ — so it 
was sent in the conunon way. 

My mother was particularly anxious 
not to be at any extraordinary expense 
about the Bali, though my sister had 
heard a great deal about the splendour 
of that at Nicbtium Castle, and wished, 
of course, that ours should be as grand : 
I am not sure but she had some bump- 
ings at the heart about it, she seemed 
so earnest ; but my mother took pains 
to convince her, that extravagance was 
no real mark ol gentility ; that* it was 
better to appear to want some things 
that might have been procured, than 
to go much out of the way to procure 
things that might reasonably be dispen- 
sed with ; says she, ^ my dear, the 
Twists sent for every thing from Lon- 
don ; surely it is better to have it sup- 
posed that nve need send for nothing !*' 

It may be easily imagmed that till 
the day came, not much else was tho't 
of; — ^it was amusen^ent to my mother 
and sister, it had much in it to produce 
my bumpinga at hearty and as for my 
father, he waited patiently for it, I be- 
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lievci without giving himself a mo- 
ment's concern about the business— 
Though I had not ventured to ask to 
carry the note to the Vicarage, I could 
not help gwng there soon after, over 
Twist stile and all ;— iwheii I got there, 
I said, " I hoped we should see them ;" 
for they did not immediately answer 
the note, not knowing how to arrange 
about the dining and sleeping, fee- 
says I, " I hope you will all come," 
and, rhivks'I'tO'trtyaelfy I hope my dear 
Emily will dance with me, but as for 
uttering it, I might as well have been 
bom dumb :— it passed in my mind 
freely enough, to and fro, upwards and 
down wards.. ..but out of my mind not a 
hair's breadth : I looked and sighed, 
?ind like Alexander the Great, " sigh- 
ed and looked again."— « Pray," says 
Emily, " Do the Twists dine and sleep 
there ?" says I, « O no, God forbid I" 
— I was afraid Ifhad spoken too hastily, 
but took particular notice that she Ibok- 
ed uncommonly happy :— I took my 
leave soon after, and returned home. 

At length the day of days came. 
The carpet was taken up in the di'aw- 
ing-room, and the floor all chalked in 
fine colored figures and compartmenHs. 
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All tlte JMkmdeviMtB came to dinner, 
but it was rather bustle and confusion, 
for the dining-room i¥as to be the sup- 
per-room, and so, st^on wanted ; — how- 
ever, I was much pleased with some 
conversation that took place between 
my father and Mr. Mandeville after 
dinner. 

" I wiA, Mr. Mandeville,** says my 
father, "every body would bring up 
their family, as you bring up your's.** * 
" I don't know. Sir,*' says Mr. Man- 
deville, " I bring them up to learn all 
that I think really necessary, and all 
that is in my power to teach them." 

" That's just what I like," says my 
father ;— -^ Why should our children be 
made so much wiser than ourselves ? 
— ^Why should it be thought necessa- 
ry that because there happen now to be 
a profusion of teachers, in all branches 
of knowledge, every thing that is to be 
taught, must be learnt ? — Why am I to 
he bound to give guinea after guinea 
to have my daughter taught eveiy thing 
that other people choose to learn, and 
merely on that account^ without thQ 
least regard to her natural genius, taste 
or capacity ; and when I am perfectly 
assured that more than half of what she 
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so learos^ can be of no betmfit to her 
husband, or her children, or her chil- 
dren's children, apd caA only be acquir- 
ed by a profligate waste and expense 
of that time, wliich not only might be 
bestowed on studies of real importMice, 
but on such as must tend to the use, 
and benefit, and delight of all connect- 
ed with her?— There's our neighbor 
Miss Twist, to be sure she knows, in 
some way or other, abundance ^ of 
things t-'-she is, what the world calls, 
highly accomplished s— nor am I dis- 
posed to blame her parents for any care 
or cost they have bestowed on her,— • 
but the effect of it is, in many cases ab- 
surd and preposterous— if it tends to 
set off the daughter, it tends as much 
to degrade the parents; for it is self- 
evident, that neither Mr. nor Mrs. 
Twist have sufficient knowledge of 
half the things their daughter hath 
been taught, to be able to judge of her 
progress and acquirements ; — it is fifty 
to one but that in merely talking of 
them, they continually expose them- 
selves by their ignoranqe and blunders, 
and what is worse than alU their daugh- 
ter must know that they do so, t/she 
Hpow any thing as she should do. — n"'^ 
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your daughters, Mr. MatMleville) learn 
of you and Mrs. Mandeville, nothing 
but what is, and ever will be, essential^ 
useful^ profier and becoming ; and 
learning it of you and you only, they 
never can come to look down upon 
you ;— they must look up, to you^ as 
children should do, with respect and 
reverence, and esteem, and the utmost 
of their aspiring must be, to be as wise, 
and as good as yourselves ; - besides^ 
Mr. Mandeville, as to the great and on- 
ly knowledge, that is of real importance 
to us all, you must know better than 
me, that it is almost the only kind of 
learning they never take much pains to 
acquire : — I don't suppose any of your 
learned profession were ever called up- 
on by father, mother, or guardian, to 
teach their son, or daughter, or ward, 
Divinity^ — that is, I mean, Christian^ 
ty ; and yet a few guineas so bestow- 
ed, might, perhaps, go as far to help 
their appearance in the other world, as 
many i^uineas in this, — aye, and benefit 
some fellow-creature, possibly, ^ f mor« 
woith, than fifty fiddlers or dancing 
masters. 

'* I wish, Mr. Mandeville, you could 
get the Twists to attend church a little 
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oftentr : — I bate to see their pew emp- 
ty almost every Sabbath day ^ it is 
quite a pity : — Twist is a good natured 
rattle, and as for Mrs. Twist, I am 
confident, that if any body could ever 
once convince her, that there were one 
or two accomplishments wanting to set 
her daughter off to advantage^ (for 
that is the great object of all mothers, 
Bow-a-days,) in another world besides 
this, which I fear has never once enter- 
ed Mrs. Twist's head ; I am persua- 
ded, I say, that she would not neglect 
to inquire after some teacher or other. 
Who might render her not deficient^ in 
the courts above." 

Mr. Mandeville was preparing to 
reply, when a solemn message v/as 
brought from the ufifier house, which 
Was privately delivered to my father ; 
^hinks'i'to-myitelf, a motion to ad- 
journ, — and^so it turned out, — for the 
Speaker immediately quitted the c hair, 
and after asking Mr. Mandeville if he 
Would drink any more wine, he pub- 
licly announced the summons he had 
to the drawing-room and we prepared 
to follow him. 

When we went up stairs, the room 
was almost full. My father, of course, 
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went bol^y into the mkidle of theta^ 
all : Mr. Mandeville and myself re- 
mained near the door* I cast my eyes 
round and rbund, and round again, be* 
fore I could fairly discern what I most 
wished; at length I ejspied, on one 
ttde of the room, behind a number that 
were standing up, Mrs. and three 
Miss MandeTilles sitting dose togeth- 
er, like a hen and so many chickens ; 
I felt an irresistable desire to go to 
them, but though there was a near 
way of doing it, I found upon attempt- 
ing it, I could not stir ; I felt just as if 
my right leg wanted to go, but my \eh 
leg pulled it back i^.thinka-i'to-myseif^ 
'*I would ap{H:oach, but darp not 
move :"— " Tell me, my heart," &c. 
At length, a fresh party arrived, and 
we were fairly pushed further into the 
room ; I then did sedulously endeav- 
or to keep in that direction, and as Mr. 
MandeviUe seemed to have no other 
object as well as myself, we gradual*, 
ly got nearer, and nearer, though coa- 
tinuaUy interrupted of course by the 
greetings and ssdutes of divers persons 
and parties whom we passed. Nothing 
ran in my head but the being ui time to 
ask Emily to dance with me the twe 
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firAt dances, but as for haatenin^ to 
lier for this purpose, it was quite out 
of question ; nny left leg stUl kept pul- 
IiRg me back, as I thought. 

Some preparations now began to be 
made for beginning the ball, and I 
felt quite sure that I should be too 
late to accomplish my end, when, as 
good luck would have it, Mr. Mande- 
▼ille made a bold push to get at them, 
and I followed close in the rear : — the 
point now seemed to me to be accom- 
plished : — I had got close to Emily, 
and was just in the act of stooping' 
to a$k her to be my fiartner^ (for human 
thread-papers you know are generally 
pretty tall,) when I received such a 
horrible pinch just on the tender part 
above the elbow of my right arm, that 
I had liked to have screamed aloud : 
^hinks'i'to-myself, spring-guns, and 
fiteel -traps, as true as I am born ! ! — 
It was my father in fact, who, leanirtg o- 
ver two benches, said in great haste, 
** Bob, come here, I have engaged you 
to Miss Twist : — ^being too confused 
4o" think or say any thing to myself, as 
customary, I mechanically answered, 
" ril come direc%, Sir,'* possibly, 
'With ftB appearance Kk joy rather *" 
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sorrow, for these contradictions wei^ 
among the symfitoma of my complaint : 
— I was just going to say to Emily, 
" pray dance with me the two next 
dances," but alas ! at that instant, a 
tall dashing young man came up to 
her, and asked her to dance, and she 
assented, as I fancied^ with fiecuHar 
satufaction, 

I now had to find my father and Miss 
Twist, which I was not long in doing : 
— the music had began to play, and all 
was in a convplete bustle. I found 
Miss Twist standing before Mrs. 
Twist, who seemed to be looping up 
her gown, and making other prepara-* 
tions for dancing ; — I went to her, put- 
ting on my gloves, " Miss Twist," 
says I, ^ I believe I am to have the 
honor of dancing with you ;"— she 
bobbed jw>mething at me, which I sup- 
posed she called a courtesy, find was 
soon ready to be led into the ranks ;-— 
but here, fresh difficulties again ensu- 
ed :— my mother had carefully invited 
all that she had met at Nicotium Cas- 
tle, but being much better known in 
the neighborhood, and willing that 
none should be excluded , her invita- 
tions bad extei^ded ufiwards and doun^i 
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wm£»to many more:— at the lower 
extremity, besides the MandeviMes, 
there was another clergyman's family^ 
three young ladies who lived with an 
old aunt, just by, that never went outy 
and poor Miss Creepmouse, who also 
seldom got such a holiday :<«-there 
were some young men, whose parents 
were worthy, but not over^ genteel, and 
a few officers from the barracks, par- 
ticularly and respectably recommend- 
ed to their notice ; (Mrs. Twist had 
invited them all indiscriminately ;) at 
the upper extremity, there were the 
additions of Lord and Lady Charleville, 
the two Miss Charlevilles, a niece of 
Lord Charleville's, and his eldest son, a 
lieutenant of the Guards ; — there were 
Sir Henry and Lady Lydiard, their 
three daughters, and two sons ;— 
there were besides, a Mr. Wentworth, 
and Lady^ Maria Wentworth, the sis- 
ter of a Scotch Marquis, and their 
daughter. Miss Wentworth. Lord 
Charleville had thought it proper to 
engage my sister, and led her to the 
top of the room. 

Poor Miss' Twist having begun her 
own ball, very much wished, I believe, 
to begin ours too :— she sidled up 
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close to my sister, and seemed evident- 
ly to wish to stand at least next to her : 
—the order of precedency, I believe, 
had never yet been duly studied at 
Nicotiiim Castle :— I began to be 
frightened because at one time the 
Miss Charlevilles, who were not what 
I call Ai^A-bred, but thorough-hr^^^ 
seemed disposed to overlook her at- 
tempt to get above them, and to give 
way to her, which would have made 
her so conspicuously wrong, that I 
should have been quite distressed ; 
my sister managed to prevent it, by 
gently retaining the Miss Charlevilles 
next to her, and we were obliged to 
cast down two couple ; — that brought 
us to the Miss Lydiards :— They were 
by no means so well inclined to part 
with their places; — ^they well knew 
that they must come next to the Jlon- 
orables : — as ihey hung together we 
were here obliged to cast down three 
couple more ; — and then came to a- 
nother hitch, for there stood Miss 
Wentworth, but the youngest Miss 
Lydiard grasped so fast hold of her 
hand just at the moment Miss Twist 
made her last effort to insert herself a- 
raong the grandees, that we were com- 
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pellcd to cast off one more couple, and 
did not, therefore fairly get a place till 
we were the eighth copple from the 
top. 

As I had nothing to do but keep 
p&e with her on the gentleman's side 
of the pai-ty, I at length got my proper 
station opposite to her: — rhinks-rto 
myself i — mortified! as it manifestly 
proceeded from ignorance, I felt sorry 
for her, though it was well for her to 
gain such experience any how : — Mrs, 
Twist, feeling if possible noore for her 
than she felt for herself, came up to 
her, and I overheard her whisperi 
" Ihey are the Honorable Miss Char- 
levilles, and Sir Henry's daughters, 
you know," and so on, — which I ap- 
prehend gave her some comfort and 
consolation ; how much I cannot pre- 
tend to say. 

The ball had now actually began. I 
Tenlured to cast my eyes frequently 
down towards where the Miss Munde- 
villes stood, and every time it struck 
me, that Emily seemed particularly 
happy with her new partner; how 
much I wished her to be walking in 
the garden at the Vicarage ! rhinh-i- 
tQ-myselfy I'll never go there again :— 
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as we drew near to the top, it struck 
me that whenever we set off, we should 
make a rattling like that of a team of 
hordes with their loose harness i*etur- 
ning from plough; for Miss Twist 
had on her neck such a profusion of 
pendant omamentSi that it looked as if • 
in dressing she had taken no other 
care, but to avoid leaving one trinket 
behind — she had on first an exceeding 
handsome pearl necklace — ^then, sus- 
pended to one gold chain, a locket 
richly set in diamods, in which appear- 
ed to be twisted and entwined, the re- 
spective ringlets of her honored par- 
ents : then suspended to another gold 
chain, an agate essence bottle set in 
gold, filled with otto of roses : and be- 
sides that, though she was about as 
near sighted as a lynx, suspended on a 
third gold chain, an eye-glass, surroun- 
ded with large pearls ; how all these 
things were to be safely conveyed to 
the end of thirty or forty couple, ap- 
pealed to me to be a mystery, and as it 
happened I was right, for we had 
scarcely got down three couple, before 
the gold-mounted essence bottle fell 
foul of the pearl eye-glass and broke 
it all to pieces«-4he glass itself was of 
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course no loss^ and as it drew the atten- 
tion of all the company to the splendor 
of the setting, it had a most desirable 
effect : ^MnkS' I'tO'Tnyse^ft that will be 
mended before the next ball, and per^ 
haps the essence bottle will be left to 
dangle just as near to it as ever. 

As soon as this little interruption 
was settled which brought up Mrs. 
Twist, and seeijied to interest her ex- 
ceedingly, we went on, turning and 
twisting, generally so separated from 
each other, that I had little occasion to 
talk to her, (and I was heartily glad of 
it :) — when we got to Miss Mandeville 
and her dashing partner, I had to set 
comers with her and turn her : I had 
determined to give a little gentle re- 
buke for her indifference, but when I 
touched her hand, my tongue cleaved 
to the roof of my mouth, and I could 
not utter a word : — I had the resolu- 
tion,' however, to swing her off with a 
remarkable air of unconcern, and I 
flattered myself that she seemed hurt ; 
think S'l'to^myelfi^-'^^rontcd I When 
we had really got to the bottom, Miss 
Twist fanned herself, and breathed 
hard : I said, " it is very hot, but it was 
a pretty dance ;"— ** too crowded •/'— 
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and a number of common-place ball 
remarks, which did very well, and 
were quite enough, I have a nodon, to 
satisfy her that I was in love with her : 
—we danced down the second dance 
together, and then she bobbed a cour- 
tesy and I bobbed a bow like Mother 
Hubbard and her Dog^ and it was all 
very well settled. ' 

As I went up to my sister directly 
afterwards, I was amused with the 
different manner in which I found all 
the party came to ask her the same 
question ; of course, as in all other 
balls, there was a certain sprinkling of 
fine ladies and quizzy ^gentlemen, as 
well as of quizzy ladies and fine gen- 
tlemen, so that the several partner- 
ships were, as might be, ill or well ar- 
ranged ; those that happened to be 
well mated, and to have found part- 
ners to their satisfaction, came slowly 
up to my sister, and rather plaintively, 
and timdly addressed her, '* Do we 
change partners. Miss Dermont ?'•— 
but those who were ill-matched, and 
wanted to shake off a quizzy partner, 
came boldly up, " We change part' 
ncrs, don't we, Miss Dermont ?" I 
made many observations of this nature, 
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though nobody guessed what I was a* 
bout ; I saw abundance of untoward 
circumstances, though well disguised, 
that convinced me, it n^ight be very 
neighborly, but was in reality the cru- 
ellest thing in the world, to make such 
a party. ^ 

During the two first dances, I was 
sorry to see poor Mrs. Fidget, who had 
two daughters in the room, quite una- 
ble to get a partner for either ; they 
were, in truth, very cross-looking girls, 
and by no means popular in the neigh* 
borhood : she came repeatedly behind 
me, during the dance, with Miss Ma- 
tilda hanging upon her arm, compli*- 
mented me about my dancing, and my 
good looks : As I never had any mal- 
ice in my disposition, I really should 
have been glad to have asked her 
daughter to dance, but wliile I had re- 
solved in my own mind to die, rather 
than ask Emily Mandeville, yet I 
could not help wishing to keep myselif 
disengaged, for fear I should die if I 
by any means put it out o^ my power to 
dtancewith her. 

All the MandeviUes were so pretty 
tjiat they never wanted partners ; beau- 
ty bnngs down pride as well as mc 
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-or any tiang ; had there been fifly 
lords in the room, I'll be bound Emily 
M andevil^ might have danced with 
them all ; I studiously avoided taking 
any notice of her,) though it occasion- 
ed horrible bumfiingay) and for the two 
second dances 1 engaged myself (by 
my mother's desire) to Miss Charle- 
viile. 

I was surprised to see with how 
much greater ease and Civility she con- 
ducted herself all down the dance than 
had been the case with Miss Twist ; 
and having no dangling ornaments at 
all, we got safely and without interrup- 
tion to the bottom : rfdnks'i-to^myselfj 
either EmMy Mandfeville, or Miss 
Charleville— and I gave myself 
great tredit for having the resolution 
to compare any body with the former. 

It would be absurd to go more than 
necessary into the detail of the ball, but 
before it was over, one or two things 
occurred which I cannot leave unnoti- 
ced : when Miss Twist had regularly 
surmounted all the seven couple that 
originally stood above her, and seen 
them safely removed to the bottom of 
the set, and had herself fsdrly attained 
tiie suikimit, so that accor<Bng to the 
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etiquette of things, it was her turn to 
call the two next dances ; lo ! and be- 
hold she had no partner ! _I had betn 
wandermg about the rooin, watching 
Emily and her fiartncr ; and had not 
attempted to engage myself, when -my 
mother came up to me, and desired 
that I would, by all means, if not en^ 
S&gcd) go and ask Miss TwiJt ; at 
the moment, I am confident, she had 
no thoughts of any thing but that of 
shewing a civility to her company; 
had any other been in that situation, she 
would have done the same, but now 
the business was out ; I had occasicni to 
know afterwards, that divers shrewd 
persona among the kindest of ^ her 
neighbors, had noticed the clbae siege 
she seeined to be laying to the Twist 
domains; Mr. Robert Dermontj it 
seems, had danced twice with Miss 
Twist, but not once with cither of the 
two Miss Fidgets ! twice with Miss 
Twist, but not once with any of the 
four Miss Gogmagogs; they might 
have added, twice with Miss Twist, and 
not once with either of the three Miss 
MandeviUes; but had I danced but 
oilte with any of the latter a different 
sort of wood^tnent would no doubt 
N 
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have been excited,, and perhaps stUl 
more degrading insinuations thrown 
out ; as it was, my mother's artful de^ 
aigna upon Mcotium Castle^ were 
judged to be as evident and as capa- 
ble of demonstration, as if the settle- 
ments had been signed and sealed : 
all this I found out ^terwards :-~what 
added considerably to these foul ap- 
pearances was, that as ill luck would 
havs it, the two dances called by Miss 
Twist were the two last before supper, 
so that i was doomed to have the addi- 
tionaiyWtcUy of handing her to the sup- 
per room, and sitting next to her at 
that afvful solemnity — when every 
thing that is done, said, or seen, is sure 
to be taken strict account of, and made 
the subject of conversation fbr the next 
half year. 

When supper was over, we return- 
ed to t|ie ball-room, where we continu- 
ed dancing " till Phcebus 'gan to rise :" 
I still sedulously avoided all the M an- 
devilles :— 1 felt sure that Emily 
would dream of nothing but her smart 
partners, and that she did not deserve 
another bumfi of my poor heart;— be- 
fore it was all finished, however, she 
appeared to be indispo^edi and there-^ 
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fBfre quite retired from the set :-— I had 
many doubts and misgivings wheiher 
i should condescend to go and ask her 
how she did t^-^Tfmka'^I'tO'myselfy 
she has been smitten at first sight by 
some of her dashing partners, and wliy 
«hculd I not leave her to suffer? 

While I was thtnking all tfaiS) Mr. 
MandevSle came and shook roe hasti- 
ly by the hand, " €rood night," says 
he, " Emily is not very well, and lady 
Charlevilte has been so oUiging as to 
insist upon her carriage taking us 
home :"— had I been shot through 
the heart I could not have felt more ! 
•— 4he Ball was nearly over,^ and all my 
happiness had been ^strated : I went 
with him to the party, where I found 
them all cloaking up, being in haste not 
to keep lady Charleville*s carriage 
waiting. 

I offered Emily my arm, which she 
accepted, '* I am sorry," says I, " you 
are not well ; I was in hopes it had 
been particularly pleasant to you, you 
had such a heap of smart partners :**— 
** They were all strangers to m^,*' she 
said, in some haste : " why you did not 
like them the worse for that, surely I*' 
said I ;— « Indeed," says she, " I 



100 TMnha'I'to*my9e(f. 

should have liked <dd frieods and flt* 
quaintaiices better, and you don*t know 
mcy if you think otAertviae :*' 
she had no sooner said it, than I ^l 
into one of the most dreadful fits of 
bumping I evertelt:— I bad otAj time 
to press her hand, and help her into 
the carriage, and when I returned into . 
the ball room, every thing looked stran- 
ger than I can describe : I fdit that all 
I cared for, was on the way to the Vi- 
carage, and that I had feirly been ma- 
king a fool of myself, during the whole 
eveiung : — to mend matters, Mrs. 
Twist came up to me, and asked me 
how the Mandevilles were to get home) 
plfunly insinuating that they had no 
carriage, but never offering her own : 
— " Ma'am,*' says I, " my father's car- 
riage brought them here, a^d would 
have cpnveyed them home, had not 
Lord and Lady Charleville been so 
good as to insist upon their taking their 
coach :" — then IVIrs. Twist, for the 
first time, began to say, they should 
have been welcome to her's ; but I 
knew better. 

The Ball at length ended ; every bo- 
dy went home to bed, and to slee)), ex- 
cept probably myself, who had the 
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hcaf^bumfiitfg aB night, besides pul- 
ses in my ears, and a hundred other 
love-sick affections. 

It Was some time afterwards that it 
came into my head to take some ac- 
count of this Ball, which my good fath- 
er had given solely with a view of con* 
tnbuting what they thought incumbent 
on them to the amusement and hafipt-^ 
ne98 of their neighbors^ but which) in 
&ct, or at least, in aU probability, turn- 
ed ovX quite otherwise : — in the first 
place, by endeavonng to extend their 
invitations as &r as they could, for the 
sake of plea^g as many as possible, 
they invited some to whom they were 
scarcely known ; this, of course, af- 
fronted many who were entirely atraU' 
gersj but who conceived that they 
might as well have been asked as oth- 
ers i — by endeavorii% to mortify no 
person who had any pretenuons to be- 
ing invited, thoiigh not in a rank of life 
to associate generally with the neigii- 
borhood, they let loose upon them an 
abundance of pei*sons still lower, who 
judged themselves to be not only e- 
gual but aufierior to those whp. were ia- 
vited. 

I cannot describe tg you how low we 
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might have gone had we endeavored 
to satisfy all these prejudices and pre* 
tensions.'— I am confident that in the 
course of things^ the blacksmith's wifis 
would have felt intuited to have been 
left out. — Then as to the real pleasure 
.and happiness afforded to those whb 
came — above half undoubtedly went 
away dissatisfied; some envying us 
things that they could not command at 
home— some attributing all that they 
saw to the mere love ofshew and par- 
ade; — there were some sorry th^r 
daughters had not found partners for 
every dance ;— some sorry they had. 
been introduced to such lovf partners, 
quite beneath them ;- -whilfe, probably, 
those very partners thought they had 
condescended je^eatly to dance with 
them at all ; — Mrs. Twist was evident- 
ly jealous of mylnother's being able to 
get certain ^rand and titled visitors that 
were not to be seen at Nicotium Cas- 
tle, while those titled visitors bad a 
hard matter to assume even their pro- 
per places without offence ; some 
thought themselvear neglected, some 
caught cold, some set too low at the 
supper table, some could have • sung^ 
after supper if they had been asked, 
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some were affronted because thejr 
were asked $ in short, take it altogetiierj 
tbopgh nobody wpuld have been absent^ 
Hif^ne were entirely satisfied with being 
present, and my poor fatlier and moth- 
er were answerable for every thing.— 
vthink^-J'to-myselfy mighty sociable I 
— delightful neighborhood I— amiable 
people I 

The next morning, when I was in 
my mother's dressing room with my 
.father and herself, my lather said, 
** Have you sent to enquire after Miss 
Mandeville ?" Saya-I-to-myaelf, " Til 
go ;" so 1 turned round abruptly to my 
mother, and as much as could be, 
thought I was going to offer to go, but 
a sudden overwhelming confusion 
came across me, and the words that 
wally came out of my mouth were, 
"Shall I go and send Thomas V Not 
one of the three la»t words having 
been in my .mind before ; I had mere- 
ly intended taimimatethat I would go 
and inquire after. jier myself : rhinks' 
I'tO'tny^elfy such bluTidtra as these 
canH be love ;--this mmt he perifnitU' 
many or /ihrenitis^ .onfi I had better 
take some physic for it. 
» ThoHias was sentj and Thomas re- 
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turned : many thanks ; Miss Mande- 
ville was something better : something 
better, rhinkH-i'to-myselfy — Wiiy can- 
not I go and nurse her, and sit up with 
her night and day ! My father propos- 
ed a ride, and when we had mounted 
our horses, he further proposed riding 
directly to Nicotium Castle, to know 
how they were after their fatigue ; I 
made no objection. As we rode 
througl> the woods in our approach to 
the Castle, my fother threw out a 
thousand hints that I very well under- 
stood, but beyond mere hints he did not 
venture to advance : " It is the beau- 
ty of our constitudon,'* says he, " Bob, 
that though there may be. said to be in 
it a distinct aristocracy and 'democra- 
cy, yet means are provided for the con- 
tinual union uxid junction of these two 
branches ; they are distinct in them- 
selves, but yet bf a thou and circum- 
stances,they get mingtedfmd blended tO' 
gether^ to the evi^nt advantage of 
both ; as a commercial country, every 
branch of trade is so favored, that t\^ 
lowest person among us may, by in- 
dustry become as rich as the highest, 
and, by so doing, can raise his family to 
such a pitch of splendw and elegance^ 
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that they gradually and naturally nUde 
into the stream of nobility I whUe the 
tiobility, who have no such rapid 
means of repahing the wear and tear 
of their estates, and who are never ex- 
cused from keeping up a certain de- 
gree of state and parade, are willing 
enough to assist in the elevation of 
iheivrich inferiors; and thus, as I said 
before, provision seems to be made, 
by the very circumstances of our ex- 
cellent constitution for the occasional 
melioration of both branches, and the 
junction of the two extremes.'* 

After this curious dastribe on our 
admirable constitution, we rode for 
some time without exchanging a word ; 
I knew what my father meant 2 ^thinks- 
I'to-myself " War begets poverty, 
poverty peace : peace makes riches 
flow, fate ne'er does cease; war be- 
gets poverty, poverty peace/* — Tobac- 
co is a bewitching drug ; the trade in 
tobacco, Hier^re brings great riches ; 
fiches naturally kad to great preten- 
sions ; therefore a tobacconist's grand- 
ckughter is fit for a Peeress, 0R1 a 
Peer may be poor : poverty may disa- 
"ble him from supporting his proper 
state and splendor ; without state and 
O 
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splendor he U no better than a tobac- 
conist : let the poor Peer then but 
marry the proud tobacconist, and all 
is properly settled. " War beg^ets 
poverty, poverty peace." 

As we approached the Castle, ma- 
ny remarks were made on the beauty 
of the situation, Sec Sec. and some pro«> 
jects hinted as to the improvements 
that ndght be made if both estates were 
ever to come by any accident into the 
hands of one and the same individttal ! 

When we were shewn up into the 
drawing room, wie found that none of 
the ball party had yet made their ap- 
pearance ; there was nobody to re- 
ceive us but Miss Watson, the Gover- 
ness ; she was a very sensible worthy- 
woman, the daupjhier of a deceased 
Clergyman ; we sat with her some 
time, before Mrs. and Miss Twist 
came to us ; upon their entrance, Miss • 
Watson arose, and Mrs. Twist took 
her chair. Miss Twist i^iiJlc sanne 
time seating herself i-AVitliOut further 
ceremony : my father got up to set a- 
nother chair for Miss Watson, but 
Mrs. Twist very considerately inier- 
fercd) and by a certain look and mo- 
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tion Vfiih her head, directed the poor 
■humble Governess to retire. 

We did not stay lon^, as they had 
their breakfast to take : Mrs. Twist 
said she meant to drive to the Hall to 
inquire after my mother, which we did 
not prevent ; but after having received 
a tliousand compliments about the ex- 
treme delight they had received at 
the ball, both from mother and daugh- 
ter, took our leave. 

As we rode away from the Castle, 
my father said all of a sudden, ^' Poor 
Misa Watson ?** We rode on ; not a 
word till we got near a quarter of a 
mile further ; when my father could 
contain no longer, " Did you see, 
Bob," says he, ** how Mrs. Twist 
sent Miss Watson out of the room ? 
Surely it is wrong to degrade a Gov- 
erness in that manner, in the eyes of 
her pupil ; the tutor of any young 
tnan qffortuiie or family ynia.y become 
ArchbisTiop of Canterbury, and, why 
are the teachers of tfee other sex to be 
kept down below par, as they gener- 
ally are ? What can be meant by it ? 
l&not the mere having a Governess 
fer their daughters, a tacit confession, 
tfeat the mothers themseh-fcs are not a- 
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ble to teach them ; and if so, is it not 
an even chance at least, that the Gov- 
erness is far the most wise and deser- 
ving of the party ? as for the want of 
jtime^ which is the excuse too general- 
ly made, time itself was intended only 
for such ends, and therefore so far 
from this being a fair excuse, it is the 
very excuse a mother ought not dare 
to make." 

" But," continues he, " if hirelings 
of that description must be employed, 
it should at least not be forgotten, what 
sort of hirelings they are :— they are, 
in fact, hired Mothers :^Mother*s sub' 
stitutes, defiutiesy representatives^ and 
1 fear too often better mothers than the 
principals : I don't like sn^h an ap- 
pendage to a family in general, for 
where they are bad, they are the very 
worst of evils ; but if voe must have 
themy let us do them every justice J:hey 
may dej^erve. Such are the changes 
and chances and revolutions oflife, that 
it is often probable that a governess 
may become dependent on a person 
naturally and originally far below her 
in the order of society, not to men^ 
again jthe probability of far gi 
mental and %itellectual endowmei 
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how grating must it be to such a per- 
son to be not only treated as dependent 
by such mothers, but as inferior to 
them ! — I confess, I wish the worthy 
among these substitutes had but their 
fair chance of becoming Archbishops, 
and then they might have their re- 
venge. 

My poor father, when any thing 
touched his feelings, spoke out freely ; 
-—he forgot ail his former hints and in- 
tiendoes upon such occasions ; I saw 
plainly that in his heart he could not 
bear the Twists^ in regard to some 
traits of their character. 

When we got home, we found that 
many persons had been there to inquire 
after my mother ; every one without 
exception, telling her, it was the fileas- 
antest evening they ever spent. 

I am now coming to a remarkable 
period in my life, though 1 shall skip 
over most of the particulars. My fa- 
ther had long thought of sending me 
to a Scotch IJniversity : — he much ap- 
proved of Edinburgh particularly, and 
he thought as I was one day or other 
to be a Scotch Peer, it might be con- 
ducive to my interest to send me thith- 
er :...of course, this greatly interrupted 
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all the proceedings at Nicotium Castle 
and the Vicarage, and a long suspense 
ensued both of my hatred and my love. 
The day being fixed, 1 took leave of 
several of my neighbors, as I thought 
it became me, the Vicarage being the 
first and the last place I v^ent to for 
this purpose ; for indeed I could not 
help twice taking leave of that amiable 
and worthy, family, and I saw too much 
reason to be satisfied that vaj ap* 
proaching absence was really a matter 
of regret to them all, that I can scarce- 
ly say, when I quitted them, whether 
my heart was most heavy or most light 
— it seemed weighed down with grief 
because I was going from them, yet 
efevated to a pitch of extreme joy by 
the manner in wluch my departure 
seemed to be felt. r&inks'i'tO'myse{f, 
as I quited the dodt for the last time, 

«• The benediction of these cov'ring heayn's 
*' Fall on their heads like dew, for they are 

worthy 
•* To in-lay Heaven wiih Stars !" 

Every thing having been duly pre- 
pared for my journey, the day at last 
came for my leaving Gmmblethospe 
for a longer period than had ever been 
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the case before. My mother and my 
sister were very much depressed upon 
the occasion, they did all they could to 
conceal it, and as every thhig that they 
felt, my father felt also, it was a dismal 
morning altogether. There was much 
real and genuine grief indeed felt by us 
all, so that there was no room for the 
affectation of it. 

At Stanford, I was Xti be joined by 
my old tutor, who had been absent 
from Grumblethorpe for above a year 
and a half: he was to accompany me 
into Scotland : a trusty servant attend- 
ed upon me, who was to wait Qpon us 
both during our sojournment at Edin- 
burgh : I need not describe the last 
parting ; those who have any feeling 
will know the precise circumstances of 
it ; those that have none would not be- 
lieve me if I described it ever so faith- 
fully. The carriage at last drove from 
the gate, and I bestowed a secret vale- 
diction and blessing, as I passed, on 
every tree and every path, and every 
gate and paling ; the sheep, and the 
geese, and the turkies ; and for the mo- 
ment, could fairly have envied them all 
their dull firivilfge of staying where 
they were. 
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I need not carry the reader along 
with me from stage to stage, during 
my long journey ; suffice it te say, that 
at Stanford I met my worthy tutor, Mr. 
Hargrave, and whom it was a great 
satisfaction to me to jkn : he proposed 
going westward into Scotland, and ta« 
king the Lakes in our way, which 
would also give me an opportunity of 
seeing Glasgow, and other parts of 
JScotland, witl) ease, before I took up 
my abode at Edinburgh : from Stam- 
ford therefore, we proceeded through 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire, en- 
tering Xorkshire at Sheffield. Mr. 
Hargr^^e was extremely careful to 
carry meJto all the manu^ctories that 
we passed upon our road, and I confess 
I was highly amused ; he took care 
that I should not observe these things 
in a careless cursory manner : he ex- 
plained to me, before I saw any of 
them, the immense advantages to be 
g^ned by the division of labor, which ^ 
made me take^ the greater interest in 
examining jthe gradual progress of the 
several productions of art which came 
in our way, from the first rude materi- 
al to the utmost state of perfection in 
t^hich it was sent out of the hands of 
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the maira&cturer : he made me ac- 
quainted with the natural properties 
and qualities of the rude materials 
themselves, whether mineral or veget- 
able ; he made me notice what manu- 
factures were entirely dependent on the 
products of our own country, and what 
required the further aid and assistance 
of foreign and imported commodities; 
by these means, I insensibly gained a 
' knowledge of more than can easily be 
supposed, by any person who has not 
had the advantage of such a compan- 
ion in their travels. I became inter' 
estedj before I was aware of the ends 
he had in view, in the study (ft Miner' 
alogy^ Chendstry^ Botany ; in the things 
relating to the Trade, Manufactures^ 
and Commerce of the state ; nay, of the 
whole world. 

Mr. Hargrave had a happy talent of 
placing every object that drew my at- 
tention, in various and distinct points of 
view, so that I might learn from k all 
that could possibly be said upon the 
object. The China at Derby, and the 
cutlery goods at Sheffield, led him to 
expatiate upon all the several branches 
of knowledge I have enumerated ; be 
Would not only explain what different 

P 

\ 
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species o^eartha had^been used in the 
seviBral manufectures of China ware, 
but he would give me a general idea 
of the classification of minerals; shew 
me what rank the earths held among 
them, how many different sorts had 
been discovered ; what were their dis- 
tinct natural properties ; what the gen- 
eral, efffects of their mixture and coni- 
bmation : he would not only make me 
observe how they colored the piecesi 
but be w6tild explain how those col- 
ors were prepared ; what were derived 
from the mineral, and what from the ve- 
getable kingdom ; what were prepar- 
ed at hom6, what foreign materials en- 
tered into their composition. 

Not content with this, he would of- 
ten give me the exact natural history 
of (Ssrinct materials; explain to me 
from what countries they came, how 
they were procured, what connections 
we had with those countries, how the 
{rafle* between us was conducted and 
carried on ; — he would sometimes en- 
ter int6 the particulars of the geograph- 
ical and political circumstances of those 
countries ;«how situ'Jted;— under what 
climate; how governed; — and from 
hence perhaps take occasion to con- 
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verse upon the different forms of gov- 
ernments that were known to subsist : 
—he would teU me, what other manu- 
£ictures of the same kind existed in 
other parts, foreign and domestic; — 
the comparative estimation in which 
they were severally held; — which were 
stiil in repute ; — which had fallen into 
decay; — he would remark upoiythe 
prices of labor, as regulated l|f the 
price of provisions, scarcity or abun- 
dance of hands ;...capital necessary for 
carrying on such works ; — ^wholesome - 
ness or unwholesomeness of different 
manufactures :— nature of the com- 
plaints produced by them :— in short, 
It was perfectly incredible to what an 
extent he would carry his observations 
in order constantly to keep my mind 
awake to that marvellous conratena- 
tion of circumstances by wliich all the 
several branches of knowledge might 
be said to bear upon one point ; — a 
Derby tea-cup was at any time suffi- 
cient to lead us far hito M^n-ralrg-y^ 
Botany, Chemiatry, J^atural History^ 
History^ Trade. ^Commerce , Economics.^ 
Politi^s^ Geography ^Mivigation^ and I 
know not what besides; and tl.ougl^ 
this may appear to some rather a ^e* 
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sultory mode of instruction, I am con- 
fident it had the effect of more thor- 
oughly expanding my mind, and ena- 
bling it to comprehend at one view, a 
multiplicity of objects, not confusedly, 
but by a regular concatenation of par- 
ticulars, and general association of 
ideas. 

Bj^m Sheffield, we proceeded by 
Bai^llfiy, Wakefield, Leeds, Ripon, in- 
to Westmoreland. In most of these 
towns, the clothing business excited 
our attention, and engaged us in very 
different studies from those suggested 
to us by the China and Hardware man- 
ufactories, but still with equal advan- 
tage : — all nature, animate and inani- 
mate seemed to be brought before me ; 
—I could not put my foot to the ground 
any longer ^ith the indifference 1 used 
to do :— levery clod of earth, and every 
weed 1 trod upon, appeared to have 
some history belonging to it; |t seem- 
ed scarcely credible that I could here- 
tofore have passed so carelessly over 
objects so replete with wonder, so cu- 
rious, 8o useful, and of such infinite 
and inexhaustible varieties. *^ * 

From Ripon, we viMted Studley, 
Hackfall, and Fountain's Abbey.— ~ 
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These were objects of a totally differ- 
ent nature, and yet Mr. Hargrave 
found means to expatiate upon them as 
he had treated of the manufactories. 
From our visit to Fountan's Abbey, I 
imbibed a taste for the study of Anti- 
quities ; — he made me acquainted with 
the different styles of Architecture that 
had severally prevsdled in various parts 
of the world ; — described to me par- ' 
ticularly, the different properties and 
supposed beauties of the Gothic ^ and 
gave me a circumstantial account of its 
history ; — he entered deeply also into 
the particulars of the Monastic institu- 
tions to which we owe so noany of our 
finest ruins, and from thence, would 
take occasion to compare the manners 
of former times with our own> observ- 
ing as he went along, upon the superi- 
or advantages we enjoyed from the vast 
acquisition of knowledge since tlic re- 
formation of Religion, the discovery of 
the art of Printing, the encouragement 
given to learning, and the great accu* 
mulation of valuable discoveries by 
means of experimental philosophy. 

Thus did we pas^ our time till we 
arrived at the Lakes, where my min4 
at first seemed to be fully absorbed r^ 
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the beauties of the scenery. Nothing 
could exceed my delight and surprise 
upon my first arrival at that most inter- 
esting part of the kingdom. Not con- 
tent with skirting the different lakes, or 
visiting select points, I ascended aJl the 
mountains, visited every precipice, 
viewed every cataract from above amj 
below, explored every valley, landed 
upon every island ; — ^I saw every lake 
under every circumstance that was pos- 
sible, by day and by night, at sun-set 
and sun-rise, at dawn and at twilight, in 
the serenity of calms and the turbu- 
lence of storms ; — I was so struck an4 
fascinated with the delicious scenery, 
so diffetent from the southern parts of 
England, that I could scarcely be bro*t 
to sleep a whole night in my bed ; — of- 
ten would I get up fey moon-light, and 
Repair to the edge of the lake, to ob- 
serve the peculiar tints occasioned by 
the radiance of that luminary ; or if 
the wind blew strong, or the thunder 
roared aloud, nothing could keep me in 
my bed ; for, notwithstanding the in- 
sinuations of Mrs. Fidget, I am apt to 
hope, that the poor Clod-pole was *' no 
vulgar boy.** His picture, I think, is 
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well enough drawn in the following^ 
lines:— 

f In truth he was a strange and wayward 

wight, 
Fond of each gentle, and each dredful scene ; 
In darkness, and in storm, he found delight, . 
Nor less, than when an ocean* wave serene 
The southern sun diffused his dazzling shene» 
£'en sad vicissitude anr^us'd his soul ; 
And if a sigh would sometimes intervene. 
And down hi& cheek a tear of phy roU, 
A sigh, a tear, so sweet, he wish'd not to 

control." 

For it must not be supposed that I 
thought of nobody but myself in these 
ronoantic indulgences, — contmually did 
my thoughts hurry me back to the hap« 
py mansion of my beloved father .'—of- 
ten did I wish my poor mother and sis- 
ter could know how much amusement 
Iliad found on my journey ; — often did 
a tender recollection of Emily Mande- 
TiUe steal across me, and give a check 
to the transports of my soul ;-- often 
have I thought as I gazed upon the ' 
moon, that she must be, probably, 
shining in like manner, on those so ' 
dear to me at a distance, and that jper- 
haps even the eyes of some of theitt 
nught be fixed on her at that very mo- 
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ment. As often as these ideas came 
across me, my old complaint returned ; 
•-ray heart beat quicker, my breast 
heaved, till a dgh or a tear, or a sue- • 
cession of both, came to my relief. 

Mr. Hargrave seeing the delight I 
took in the peculiar nature of the 
scenery of these parts, indulged me 
vith a longer stay there than he had at 
first intended ; he was himself, indeed, 
little less interested than I was, and 
would frequendy visit the lakes at un^ 
timely hours. In one of our night ex^ 
cursions, we passed many hours in a 
boat near one of the islands, (I think 
they call it the Hermifa island) in Kea^ 
wck Lake : the night was calm and 
serene ; the moon shone beautifully, 
reflected froni the surface of the lake 
in a long glittering stream of light, 
gently agitated through its entire length 
by the undulations of a most refreshing 
and delightful breeze : the fall oiLow^ 
dore was to be heard at a distance, 
dashing down its rugged channel. At 
the extremity ofthebmit we had placed 
a small cannon, which in the very 
depth of night -we ordered to be dis- 
charged,that we might enjoy in full per- 
fection, the reverberation of thei sound 
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{rom the surrounding rocks and moun- 
tains. The effect was exceedingly stri- 
king and grand, varied probably by the 
different features of the several objects, 

, from which the sound was returned 
upon our ears : — first, perhaps, in an 
abrupt and sudden crash ; tlieu in a 
long and distant murmur; then in a 
loud roar, as it were nearer lo us ; as 
it was successively re-echoed from the 
different mountains, we could regular^ 

, ly count seven distant thunder-itrokeBf 
as produced by each discharge : the 
deep shadow cast by Skiddaw over a 
pai't of the scenery to the north-ecst, 
added much to the beauty of the land* 
scape. 

The time at length came, however, 
for our quitting this 'delicious spot, 
much to my regret and concern. The 
reader will easily guess how much men- 
tal soliloquy, I had occasion to indulge, 
as I passed over these charming scenes 
— How often I must have Thought' 
to^myself^ that in this island, or this 
valley, or on this side, or at the foot of 
this or that mountain, or at the point of 
this or that promontory, hid foreveir 
from the world by the deep shade of 
plantains or of sycamores, 1 could de- 

Q 
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light to pass the rest of my life with 
the innocent, unassuming Emily ; the 
i*eader will easily g^iess how many ro* 
xfmiitic spots I fixed upon for this pur* 
pose ; how frequently I exulted in the 
thought of boldly preferring such a re- 
tirement (if any obstacles to our union 
should occur) to all the glare and glit- 
ter and false pride of Nicotium Castle ; 
but it was time for us to go. I believe 
^r. Hargrave himself began to sus- 
^t that if I staid much longer, I ■ 
Should inevitably become either a fool 
or a poet ; so at last he rather hurried 
me away. 

We took our leave of the lakes at 
Ulswater, proceeding by Penrith to 
Carlisle, and from thence by the cele- 
brated Gretna Green^ to Glaagotv s we 
stoppe(< of course to visit the falls of 
the Clyde in our way, and were highly 
delighted with them ; many people, we 
were told, were curious to see the offi- 
ciating minister of the Gretna Chapel, 
but we passed on without this gratifi- 
cation. I questioned Mr. Hargrave a- 
bout him, but he cut me short by say- 
Mig, " We are all upon a par, in regard 
to that ceremony; probably in th« 

"^rse ofthe year, he t^t^es just as mud 
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barm as good ; which, for what I know 
is the case with us all ; licit or illicit) 
equal or unequal, public or private, giv- 
en, or stolen, find me the minister that 
can make all pouples happy, and I will 
go far out of my way to see him/*— 
Thinka-I'to-myselfy — my tutor it firob- 
ably right, 

In our way through Moffat^ we were 
much entertained by the arrival of a 
large drove of cattle, late in the eve- 
ning, attended by many drovers with 
their bagpipes. This unexpected in- 
flux of national music, seemed to raise 
the spirits of the inhabitants t-^many 
parties assembled tp dance to the $oun<l 
of these strange but fevorite instru- 
ments, and more than half of the night 
was expended before the sound of them 
ceased to disturb our rest: though dis- 
turbed, however, the novelty and na- 
tionality of it, inclined us freely to for- 
giv^ them. In consequence of some 
letters ^j;i'. Hargrave received at Mof- 
fat, and owing to our long stay at the 
Lakes, we were obliged to hurry thro* 
Glasgow, and make the best of our 
way to Edinburgh, where we arrived 
safely after rather a long but pleasant 
journey. 
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It is particnlarly my design to pass 
over almost every thing that occurred 
during our residence here, as not ne- 
cessary to the history I have underta- 
ken. We- received great civilities 
ftom many eminent persons and distin- 
guished famiHeS) in and out of Edin- 
burgh ; my letters of introduction be- 
ing many, and my connexions well 
known. We travelled further into 
Scotland as opportunity occurred, and 
the vacations admitted. We visited 
Aberdeen, and some of the northern 
lakes: — the Highlands also, some of 
the Western Isles, and particularly 
Staffa, with which I was delighted, as 
so extraordinary and grand a specimen 
of that singular natural production, the 
Basaltic pillar. — None of these things 
do I attempt to describe here ;— it is 
necessary just to touch upon them, be- 
cause, fthinks'I'tO'Tnyselfy how shall I 
otherwise get the reader to consent to 
skip over two years of my life ? — '■*' 

In the correspondence that passed 
between my family and myself, during 
my residence at Ediilburgh, I heard 
not much of the neighborhood of Grum- 
blethorpe. The first letter I had from 
my sister, announced the death of Mrs. 
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Creepmouse, wkh all the pardculars of 
her last paralytic seizure, ivhere she 
was to be buried, &c. Thinks-Lto-my" 
self, — vastly interesting indeed ! I look- 
ed in vain for any thing about the Mart" 
devillesi except as far as they were in- 
cluded in the following comprehensive 
clause, — " All the neip;hbors are very 
anxious in their inquiries after you.** 
I was wicked enough to fancy an erra' 
turn ought to have been added, namely, 
for ^are,** read ^a/tfiear;** for that 
Mrs. Fidget, for instance, or the Miss 
Fidgets, had really made any very anx- 
ious inquiries after mcy (the ietiot^ the 
Clod'/iole^ half'Starved chimney 'Hweefi' 
er,) was, I confess, a matter of much 
donhX.^^'thinhs-i'tO'myselfy my dear 
sister knows little of the world, or she 
would have written appear at once. I 
learnt that Miss Twist frequently cal- 
led there in her rides, and had paid two 
long visits, since I came away. " You 
are rather a favorite, for she is contin- 
ually singing, ** When Delia on the 
plain appears^** since I told her it was 
an air of which you were particularly 
fond." The second letter I had, did^ 
however, mention the Mande'villea : 
" You will be sony to hear," says my 
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xpotheTi ^Vttuit your old ftoyislnt^iDcily 
Emily Mandevillej has been long ill: 
her compl?dnt is thought to be nervous t 
poor Mrs. Maixdeville is in much care 
a.bout b^r : the rest are all pretty well." 
Now io what maoner J sh^ll be ex- 
pected by the reader to have bornp 
this sboc^, I am opt abte to say ; for I 
shall (iK> doubt) have a vasjt numbeji- 
of different sorts of readers :^^some ve- 
ry aenaiblp soul^ per|i,aps> will think I 
swooned away imniodiately ; — some 
that I fell back lifel^sSj^ with Tny eyes 
fixed) and my month wid^ open ; — w 
some, that I fell a sighing ; ^ somCi 
that I fell a ciyiog ; — 9ome, that I tuF- 
ned sick;-i«soQie9 that I opeped the 
window, and was goinjj to precipitate 
myself from it immediately* but was 
prevented ;-rrLN. B. Ot^e of the back 
windows m the old town, i^Edinbur^hj 
fifteen stories Ugh.]— som^, perhaps, 
will fancy I ordierecl a chai'ie cliicctly, 
or a horse, or tipok a place in the maul 
coach ; they would be all mistaken : 
for I only know that ifiut the letter in my 
fiockety and, as breai^fest was waiting 
for me, I i^ent directly to Mr. Har- 
grave : he said ^' You have a letter 
from Grunabletlji^ip^ bow do they all 
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do r— .<* Quite well,** says I, « and de- 
sire to be remBihbered to you.'* As 
Mr. H. had th^ newspaper to read, I 
had no occasion to talk, but I ^w him 
every now and then look tery hard at 
me, and I concluded I had, in a fit of 
absence, done sobiethihg strange ; I 
determined, thcfrefore, to be more at- 
tentive, but no attention would do, for 
all of a sudden, t>oor Mr. Hargrave 
jumped up, two yards I believe from 
the ground. " Zounds !** says he, 
** Mr. Dermont, What is ail this .?"-^ 
Poor ttian, he had great reason to com- 
plain, for ih fillhig the tea-pot, I had 
totally forgotten to turn back the cock 
of the urn, and th^re being an unfbrtu- 
hate breach on the side of the parapet 
of the tea-board, the overflowings of 
the hot water feund y^nt there, descen- 
ding regularly, but viery rapidly, in a 
fraud paraboftt, directly upon his 
reeches below ; luckily the scalding 
quality of the water was somewlwit a- 
bated, as the bteakfest was nearly over, 
but it was quite hot ehough fully to 
justify the extraoTfTiuary attitude of the 
jump he took from his seat, as well as 
the horrible ^^ord tliat issued from his 
teverend ifllmth; hAd it been a little 
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hQtter, or lu^^peiied a little sooner^ it 
would have lulled bim.— As it w^, the 
sop he was in, and the fright he had suf- 
fered, justly deserved to be classed a- 
mong the mjiaerUa of the tea>4able. 

Now if any body should be at all dis- 
posed to faucy that this* accident was 
connected with the passage in ray 
mother's letter, they are welcome to 
think so:— I found afterwards from 
Mr. Hargrave, that he bad judged me 
to be going mad before ; for that I had 
twice, as near as could be, when ray 
cup was empty, made fda cup my slop^ 
bason, and successively bit one great 
mouthful out of six pieces of toast, 
without once eating the remainder, 
which, of course, lay littered about the 
table. 

Before I had quite recollected my* 
self, I retired again to my chamber, tel- 
ling Mr. Hargtave, I must answer mjf 
letter by return of the Post ;— he said 
if that was the case, he should walk tQ 
Leith, so that I got all the morning t^ 
myself;—! took my pen and immedi'* 
ately began, — ^" My dear Mother ;**— • 
after looking at these three paits of 
speech, for a quait^^f an hour, I took 
"mother sheet| and begaii|-^^ JSfy^ dea/t 
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SUttfj'- and then I looked at these 
three words as I had done at the other, 
for It second quaner of an hour :— at 
last I took a thirdssheet, and began^— 
" My dear Father :**^^itMnk9'j'to-my' 
gelfi if I teU him all about it, pertiaps I 
^lall get lea^c t^ write to Emily her- 
9^ :«*-biit I kept looking at these three 
words longer than ever, wiltiout being 
able to stir a step further :-~then 1 
thought, what if I boldlf write to the 
dear g^l herself at once, in verse ! ten- 
der verse ?— Who knows but it may 
recover her, if she fimesjbr my absence^ 
whkh I could not help fancying, or 
fcarbear hofmigv was the exact cause 
of her mala^:— I took therefore a 
kmg^ sheet of paper, what they call 
fooUcafi :^»'^rhiTds9-!J'tO'myMe(f, after- 
wards, a mighty proper name !— I had 
alwi^ a knack at wrking verses from 
a child, but now mf Muse seemed to 
be most desperately unkind ;-^I walk- 
ed upr and down my room, I verily 
think fijr twio hoars together^at the ve- 
Vf least,' and i» the reader perhaps 
raght wish to see a specimen of the 
firuits of my proMo braii^ at tte end of 
these two hours, he or she shall have a 
ecuarectcopy ofihe wfanlcu.** 

^ r ^ ■ 
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EnrUy 
O injured Fair one 

Idol heart 

Lovely Amelia Angel of my squI 
tsout! my heavenly 
Pride of my heart Angelic fair one say 
loads anguish * beattng 
What heaps of sorrow swell my throb- 
bing 

heart ! 
Come heavenly Muse ! — soul I 
Tell me ye God*s I what suffering .^- 
gel 

This is a faithful draft of the fond ef- 
fusion of my overflowing heart, in 
which my readers may (i^ ^*^y study 
it close) discern, that in the whole 
two hours, I had not accomplished any 
thing like a beginning. I had indent- 
ed, by much straining, about ten differ- 
ent apostrophies to stand at the head 
of my epistle, but not one would do. 

Luckily for me, before I hAd quite 
fin8 entirely lost my wits, Mr. H. driv- 
en back by bad weather, returned to 
th^ lodgings, and coming up to my 
room, bejT^ed of me if 1 had not sealed 
my letter, to tell my mother that h^ 
had procured for my sister the nnudc 
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she wbhttd to have, and would send it 
hy the fir^ opportunity : this gave my 
mind relief directly ; I sat down and 
began another letter, as before — ^^ My 
dear mother," and scribbled on with- 
out once stopping till I got to the end 
of the paper: all the obstacles were o* 
vercorae, the moment Mr. H. gave me 
something for a beginning, and I very 
&irly inserted in my letter the follow- 
ing clause in plain, sensible^ unsophis- 
ticated language : " I am extremely 
sorry to hear Miss Mandeville is so im- 
well, pray, when you write next, men- 
tion how she is." I was quite aston- 
ished to see with vvjjat ease I wrote it 
and how much the best way it appear- 
ed of expressing my anxiety. It seem- 
ed quite to revive my heart, and I join- 
ed Mr. Hargrave, after finishing my 
letter, with my spirits quite exhilera- 
ted. I kept the daubed sheet of fools- 
cap, thinking if ever I saw poor Emi- 
ly again, I would certainly give it her 
as a proof of the folly and madq||Bs of 
my passion foi* her. 

It was nearly, three weeks from this 
time before I heard again from GVum- 
blelhorpe. At lengpp came a letter 
from my mother, which I opened wide 
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and turned and tmsted aboutf but with« 
out seeing the name I vanttd.* J read 
it : it contakled thanks to Mr. j9« ; a 
long account of a concert at the 
Twists, at which ^ company was 
much desired ; mai^ directions to tate 
care of myself, and to remember that 
the North was bleaker than the South* 
My hopes seemed to be at an ^nd ; I felt ' 
like a person listening to the reading 
of a will by which he had expected to 
have inhented a large fortune^ but 
without hearing so much as liis name 
menUoned : at length, just as I was 
going to put it in my pocket, I spied 
somettiing written on each side of the 
vacancy that had been left for the seal. 
It was just as though my fortune waa 
at last made, by the discovery and ope- 
ration of a twentietfcr codicil ;— foi* lo t 
and behold, there it was, written in 
small characters indeed, but delightful- 
ly legible : — ^ I had almost forgotten 
• to tell you,, that your old play-fellow, 
Enffe^ Mandeville, is thought to be 
better. I read to her the part of your 
letter in which you inquired after her, 
and she desi red, me to say you were 
very good to tlMk of her at so great a 
distance" Thinh^uto^myBeffi dis- 
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/ttnce, indeed I 1 kissed the letter over 
«iad over again ;— put it in my pocKet 
And tq^ it out again ; — opened k, read 
it) put it up again ; — opened my wais- 
-coat) and laid it upon my heart while 
4t was bumpingf— «a)d at night, I slept 
with it under my jhIIow. Now every 
ihinghad become easy to me. I had 
^aaly to* pray that she might not get 
well :— r-as long as she continued ill, I 
-Sovmid I could ask aBier her^ express 
my concern for her, get my letters 
read to her^ and even receive messages 
from her in return. I was now as hap- 
•py as a lark, and had I had wings, could 
4ave soared as high in the sun-shine, 
whistling »id unging all the way up to 
heaven, my thoughts were so full of 
fltty old play-feUow, (as my mother cal- 
led her,) that it was a great mercy I 
did not do Mr. Hargprave some serious 
mischief ;— either by scalding him to 
death at breakfasi, cutting off his head 
with the carving knife at dinner, or 
burning him in his bed at night by set- 
tbg up to read my mother's postscript 
■over and over and over again. 

Luckily he did all )^|^uld to cool 
tiiy {Mission ;...for thou^PRt was in the 
depth of wilder, he chose the very next 
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clay to set off upon an excursion to 
Aberdeen :— on one day of our jour- 
ney) we were oveitaken by ai^smal. 
fall of snow :— as Mr. H. was not very 
well, he stopped at a house we came 
to, just as it began, while I went for- 
ward to the Inn ; he told me he would 
follow me when it ceased, but that if it 
continued, he would join me the next 
day. 

I rode on, and at length was com«> 
pelled to stop at a most dreary inn, (if 
inn it could be called,) just on tfae,skirts 
of a wide heath, which I did not dare 
to pass, as the road was totally lobliter- 
ated. I therefore dismounted, and be- 
ing blessed with money enough to de- 
mand all the accommodations the 
house could supply, I got a roaring , 
fire, and plenty of eggs and bacon, &c. 
for my early dinner : — ^bui I confessy 
when I saw the snow continue to fall, 
aiid reflected that I was separated 
from my companion, and had nothing 
to amuse me and engage my attention, 
but the dismal expanse of heath before 
my window, my spirits began to flag : 
~I begged^tbook to read, but what 
was rather VB^rising in Scotland, they 
h^d but one in the house, and that had 
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been left there by ^ traveller \ — I gree- 
dily caught at it when it arrived, but 
alas ! it was but of a small comfort : — I 
•wonder what the reader would guess 
it to be ; — perhaps a volume of Shake^ 
sfieare or Ossian /—perhaps Chevy^ 
Chaccyov the Battle of Floden Fields 
or Marion I No^ none of these, I can 
assure him : — perhaps the Spectator 
or Guardian^ or the Hiatoty of Mary, 
Queen of Scots ; — no, none of these, 
but a plain and unadorned edition of 
the London Directory ! ! in which 
the exits and entrances of all the coach- 
es and waggons, out of andiiito the 
metropolis, in the course and compass 
of every week, with every inn they put 
up at and depart from, were most char- 
mingly registered, and all the informa- 
tion communicated that could be given 
upon topics so highly interesting ! 

My despair was now complete — 
rhinks-j'to-mysel/, I shall certainly die 
of the vapours. I sat at the window 
till my heart quite ached. I had not 
long before been reading Burn's Win* 
ter Mghty nor was it possible to for- 
get ThomfisonU beautiful but dismal 
description of the pooP'lost cottager. 
rhinkH-i'to-my^elf^^^ I cast my eves 
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over the healthy jiMf whatJbU<nmYrhK\t 
you may call a poem if you please. If 
it Ya^d fourteen lines it migfht perhaps 
pass for a Sonnet :— how it came into 
any shape but ^bat of a soliloquy, I 
should be puzzled to tell you. 

THE SNOW STORM. 



STAY thy forebodings, busy busy mind J 

Why need'st <6ou feel the bitter blasto that 
blow ? 
Why need'st tbou shudder at the winter's 
wind. 

The petrifying frosts iind driving snow > 
Do not for tbee reviving etnbers giow ? 

Is not for tbte the reatfy table spread ? 
Does not for tbee the horn of plenty flow I 

Thou art i»o beggar of thy dailjr bread ! 

II 

Yet thou siu'st trembling o*er t)iy bioodifig 
tho't. 
As if thou wert unshelter'd and forlorn ; 
Shudd'ting at scenes of wo ^Wfancy-virwght g 
Sonae si»v*rtng soul to iuckl^ fortune 

born^ 
From weeping wife, and famish'd chil- 
dren torn, 
»Wildei»d and lost in trackless depths 
of snow ! 
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At such sdf-punted pV9^)ecu mas' 

thou mourn \ 
Must the sigh heave* and tear of sorrow 
flow? 

III. 

It is perhaps full human so to do, 

For, what were life, if pity took her flight ? 
It is full well to feel for others w6. 

Yet let thy Jaitb persuade thee " all is 

right " 
The w ie;ch that sinks may rise fronn his 
dark night, 
To brighter scenes of bliss that shall not 

/•ease ; 
Meet his fond fHends in realms of end- 
less hght, 
Perpetual sunshine, and perpetual peace ! 

I think they are tolerably pretty and 
pathetic for a Clod-fiole ; — but of this- 
you may be well assured, gentle read- 
er, that you will not find one fault in 
them of which I am not myself aware, 
^ only I leave them to your civility and 
Je^ling^ rather than stop to mend them, 
as they were written so long ago. 

The next day Mr. Hargrave joined 
me ; — If I were to tell you what hap- 
pened to him at the place he put up at, 
it would make both your ears to tingle, 



by Google 



y^ 



1 3S Thmka*I't(X'm§9e^^ * 

and you would ccartainly split your sides 
with laughing^ ; — but you sec I have 
^ to go to Aberdeen to night, if pos- 
sible> and so cannot stop to tell it you ; 
none of you can expect that I should, 
who knows how precious a thing time 
is : — we made the best of our way to 
Aberdeen, after we had got together a- 
gain, though at no small risk of being 
lost irom the drifting of the snow. 

Mr. Har grave was well known to/ 
one of the professors at Aberdeen, who 
received us most civilly. We staid 
there but a very short time. — While 
we were there, Mr. H. intimated, that 
the journey was undertaken solely on 
my father's account and mine ; though 
he would not explam himself farther, 
I learnt the whole history of it after- 
wards : nothing very parti :ular occur* 
red at Aberdeen, (the account of the 
place itself may be found elsewhere) 
nor upon our return to Edinburg. 
When I got back to the latter place, 1 4 
found another letter from Grumble- 
thorpe, written very soon after the for- 
mer : all it said of Miss Mandeville, 
was, '* they are all well at the Vicar- 
age: Emily gets better daily." 
I know npt whether the reader will 
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have taken any painis to calculate how 
long 1 have been at Edinburg. I 
have looked a little over the forego- 
ing pages to see if I could make out, 
but, I must confess, it seems to me to 
be rather a jnystery ; I wish it to be 
so, and that's tiie truth ; because as I 
know 1 shall be made responsible for 
all these things, if my book falls into 
the hands of any of those catch-poles 
the Reviewers, I wish to do things de- 
cently at least, and not faH into any vi- 
olent anachronism or breach of consist- 
ency. 

I want to have been in Edinburg two 
years, and to be supposed to have studi- 
ed hard,and to have become a proficient 
-Tn Mathematics^ Juris frrudtncey CAemiS' 
trtfy Anatomy^ Aosology^ Botany ytnc* 
and I am not sure that I have taken 
quite time enough for all this ; it 
seems somewhat strange to me, but it 
looks, I must confess, as if I had not re- 
ceived above three or Jour letters from 
home, during the whole two years, 
which would be preposterous ;— how- 
ever, upon examining; the bundle I 
have got, I find that this is a mere de- 
ception. In fact 1 received many from 
my dear sister and father that 1 have 
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not m^tlofied. I have merely noticed 
thoje that had any thing in them con- 
cerning my dear^ dear, dear, dea, de, d, 
r r r r r r Emily I / / / 

The time came, in short, (for time 
will come, whether we will or no) 
for our retium into the s^uth of Brit- 
ain. Mr. Hargrave began to call in 
his accounts, and I saw plainly that 
we were beginning to depart : we had 
large packages to send away of fossils 
and other natural curiosities, for the 
whole of Scotland abounds in such 
things, and we had meddled with them 
pretty much. They were not mere 
baubles, or cabinet specimens, th^t we 
sent home ; we had collected abund- 
ance of things illustrative of different 
theories of the earth. .We were nei- 
ther of us disposed to become Huttor 
nians, and that is all I wi^h to say 
upon that subject at present. 

On the eighteenUi of March, one 
Ibpusand seven hundred and blank, 
(tor I don't wish to let you too deeply 
into the secret,) wo took our leave of 
Edinburg : Journeying home east- 
ward, as we had entered it westerly :— 
we stopped at Dunbar to see the Ba- 
o«uv columns there, which are certsun- 
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\y extremely curious. We 
day at " our town of Burwi 
Tweed," as the Briefs say. 
itcd the Holy Island also, 
no tolling of the midnight 
proceeded on to Newcastle, 
ing Alnwick Castle, the 
Grace of Northumberland 
ures upon the top of the Ca 
act, as it were, of sustainir 
amused me much ; perhap 
all removed or decayed bef( 
At Newcastle we visited i 
and descended in their mil 
(or baaketa rather). We 
■whole day at Durham :- 
Mr. Hargrave wished to ex 
the circumstances ol^at i 
in the Ecclesiastical Lot 
with any expectation of it, 
no man could be more w< 
yet undoubtedly no man cc 

■vetous or ambitious, but 
sing what he might have 
in his profession, had he bee 
tliy or more ebvetoua or n 
tiousi-^J^ota benty however 
as I am writing tl^, that S( 
to be in the hands of a m 
cent Prelate, and I wish it i 



Dig t zed by Google 



Uf TMnka-I'to-my^elf. 

be in worae hands >— for, TMnks'i^tO" 

<* He that does good with hift mone/ tfid 

pelf, 
**Is a help to his neighbor as wtil as himi 

selt" • 

From Durham^ we went regularly 1 
on upon the great London road. Mr. 
Hargrave had promised to see me safe 
homej otherwise we should have part- 
ed in Lincolnshire, where we first 
met. 1 

As I got nearer and neai^r fo 
Grumbkdiorpe, I wiH leave, any one 
to guess how my heart felt. It did 
not bumfi for Emily Mandeville only, 
it bumped for xsij excellent father, my 
dear and invaluable mother, and for 
my sister whom I loved like myself. 
Mr. Hargrave himself felt delighted 
at the thoughts of seemg Grumble^ 
thorpe again, for nothing I beliei^^ 
could possibly exceed his regard, re^ 
spect, and veneration for my father and 
mother. 

The driver, whom we took from 

the last stage, Jiad never been' at 

Grumblethorpe Hall before, so that in- 

""^ad of going straight as he should 
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hare done, to the end of the ayenoey 
lie managed to make for an entrance 
of the park, which inevitably carrted us 
past the Vicarage^ by a road seldom 
travelled. The novelty of a carriage 
coming that way, naturally drew all 
the family to the window, and t had 
the pleasure of beholding^he whole 
groupe, as I supposed, for I could 
not quite diatingmsh them : I would 
have given the world to have got out j 
but I felt it to be little less than sacri- 
lege, to deprive my good Jather and 
mother o^thefirat greetinga .*— I there- 
fore contented myself wit^ kissing my 
hand over and over agam to them, 
and passed on. We at length drave 
up to the very steps of the Hiill ;-^im- 
n^diately the doors flew open, and 
there stood nay father, mother, sister, 
and many old aerva^iU ready to receire 
us. I ran into their arms, and was lor 

•some time quite overcome with the 
liffectionate and ^ncere caresses I le- 
ceived. 

Mr. Hargrave demanded much of 
their attention, and helped of course to 
disembarrass matters; — ^in short, we 
were at last safely landed at the Hall a- 
gain';^-«the trees I had wished good. 
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bjre to, stood where thejr did;-~the 
posts and the palings also ; — but prob- 
ably all the geese and turkeys, that 
1 had envied so much, as I parted from 
them two years before, had been killed 
and eaten, so that upon the whole, \ 
was by far the best off after 5\11 : all 
envy probably is of the same nature, 
and equally ill founded. 

We had of course, a long list of en- 
quiries to answer, nor had I a few to 
make. I found that the neighbor- 
hood in general remained as it was, on- 
ly that Mrs. Creepmouse was dead, a» 
I have mentioned, and Miss Fidget 
had gone off with the footman ;*— the 
lovely, fine, puny, sickly, troublesome 
j^y was gone to school, and Miss 
Charleville, with whom I fiartly fell ip 
love, as I have described, was married 
to t!ie Earl of Fhz- Arlin gton. 

The next morning many messages 
of inquiry were sent, to know how Mr. ^y 
Robert Dermont did. Sec. and the next ^B 
morning to that I had the honor^of re- -^ 
ceiving many visits ; for now I was no 
longer regarded as a boy. I was the 
heir apparent to the Hall, come to ■ 
years of tolerable discretion :— per- 
haps the reader will wonder whether 
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I have been to the Vicarage yet r— ac- 
tually not 1 I was close to it, and I 
felt that to be almost enough ;-^soon- 
er thsHi precipitate matters I chose to 
stiiy away. I even visited Nicotiuift 
Castle first ; if any body takes this for 
indiff'erem^ they zte foot^. L say it 
without scruple* They know nothing 
of the strange inconsistenciea and 
iny9tm€9 of love. They were all ex- 
tremely glad to seB roe at Nicotlum 
Gastle, but to say they were highly^ 
deliglAed, might exceed the truth: 
Miss T^st bestowejd upon me noth- 
ing wanper than a few bob courtsies, 
and Mrs. Twist w^s more formal than 
fmnilifli' 2 nevertheless, I saw plainly 
with only half an eye, as the saying is, 
that Nicotlum Castle was mine if I 
chose to ask for it. <f. 

After visiting Nicotium Castle^my 
father binlself proposed going to the 
"Icarage ; he little thought what waa 

le state of my poor heart. We rode 
there, therefore, and found them all at 
home, except Mr. Mandeville : Emilyi 
I thought, looked shockingly, but 
she seemed heartily glad to s^e me, 
only ashamed to shew it ; we behaved 
to each other as shyly as possible ; we 
T 
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just shook hands, and that was aU. I 
said I was glad to see her better : 
Mrs. Mandeville observed, that she 
Imd been very ill indeed, and had I 
q>oken my mind honesdy, I ought to 
have sud 1 was very glad of it, for so 
I really waa»on many accounts : had 
she continued in rude health and high J 
spiritsall the while 1 had been absent, 
my love probably might have abated, 
but as it was, I felt more than ever 
attached to her, because she had been 
illy and because she looked ill. What . 
a monstrous strange complaint love 
is! 

Miss 7\oist had been as well as pos« 
sible all the while ; I don't think she 
had had even a cold or a cough, nor had 
her spirits once changed ; she had tal-* 
'kM about me, I believe, and thought 
oron probably about my Coronet^ but 
had any news ariived of the Coronet's. j 
having flown away, I very much ques-^^ 
tion whether Delia would ever have^^ 
been sung <).gain ; however, I must 
not be too severe, for I verily believe, , 
had Nicotium Castle flown away^or i 
Miss Grizilda been"" disinherited, my 
good father would have thought noth- 
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ing about her ; she was ceHainly not 
altogether a fayorite. 

Mr. Hargrave surprised me very 
much one morning, by letting me into 
a secret of which I had before no sus- 
picion at all, namely, that in my ab^ 
sence, my sister Caroline had had an 
offer from Capt Charleville, and that 
it was likely to become a match. I 
was heartily rejoiced at tMs news, be- 
cause the &mily was truly amiable, 
and I was very ceitun that my sister 
was not likely to ha?e £edlen in love 
merely with his Peerage and Coronet, 
which \ too just4y suspected to be the 
case with Miss Twist. 

My father and Mr. Hargrove of 
course, passed much of their time to- 
gether, and I suppose my future for- 
tunes and destinies occupied miM^if 
not most of their attention. I i^P^' 
ged as I could to visit the Vicarage, 
which was seldom ; nor (had I had 
ever so good an opportunity) did I feel 
sufficiently at liberty to avow my at- 
tachment openly, I certainly often look- 
ed and sighed, and sighed and looked, 
in a way that must have excited great 
suspicions, and I am doubtful whether 
I was always sufficiently careful to a- 
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void prensii^g har hand, and sayin$^ 
what some people caU '* ^c^i-thingM*' 
to her. 

In the mean time, the communica^ 
tions with Ni^otium CasUe were fre- 
quent !— -they were continucUIy coming 
to US| and we going to them :— in all 
our evening amusements} Miss Twist 
and my^lf seemed 1;>y some fatal cir* 
cumstance or other to be brougiit to* 
gether : if we played at cai'ds, we 
were always placed next to eaeh oth- 
er ; if we dancedi she was to be my 
partner ; — if there was musip, she sung 
Delia, and He that " would afifirouch^ 
bta dare not move" was sure to be 
me ; — if we played at forfeits^ we were 
doomed to go behind the cuitain to* 
gether, and if we played at conaeguen^ 
c<^a^ were sure to meet in a wood>. 
ai||Phie end was kissingp All these 
thmgs produced remarks, and insinu- 
ations, and suspicions, and reports, and 
expectations, so that I doubt not> many ' 
thought the ring was bouglit* and a 
special licence sent for, and Nicotium 
Castle thoroughly settled upon me and 
my heirs, whereas never had my con- 
sent been in any manner whatsoever 
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tbought of; dieywere all reckoning 
without their host. 

But one day^ contrary to all roy ex- 
pectations, I was put into a consid- 
erable fright : for who should attack 
me, but my dear friend, Mr. Har- 
graye. As we were walkbg together 
one day, towards the memorable Twist 
9tile^ he began upon the subject : says 
he, ^ How happy am I to think that 
your sister is to marry so well : what 
a cota&M will it be to your worthy 
father and nnother to see her not only 
so wen settled, but united to so near 
aad so respectable a neighbor : — ^the 
marriage ofa daughter is a matter of 
extreme anxiety ; what then must be 
the marriage and settlement of an only 
son, heir to the only paternal inherit- 
ance ! Upon your choice, in this m^ 
ticular, ray dear young friend, iotK 
depend far more than your own hap- 
' ess— the honor and happiness of 
now alive, and by reflection, the 
honor at least of that long list of pro- 
P^nitors, from whom you are likely to 
mherit title and dignity :-^in your 
GbcHce, one thing seems chieQy to be 
considered » to degrade yourself by a 
comiection in every yay below you, 
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would be base indeed ; to be fiarticu* 
lar about family^ seems unnecessary ; 
your own being already sufficiently 
conspicuous,/orfwne then is the thing 
that seems most to be attended to \ 
riches tend to break down many dis- 
tinctions, and why should the great be. 
back to assist in ennobling those who' 
may bejwillbg to enrich them ?" I sure- 
ly thought the whole business was 
coming out, and at this moment I dare 
say, the reader expects the same ; but 
no such thing; he soon after ended 
his discourse by saying, *' Therefore, 
my good friend, when you begin to 
look out for a wife, think of these 
things." 

" My dear sir,*' says I, taking up 
tj^conversation, " suffer me to make 
^■remark : if every man was sup- 
p^red to be equally at liberty, deliber- 
ately to look our, as you call it, for that 
accommodation called a 'tvife^ I might ^ 
promise to obey your injunctions, but ^ 
I have heard that some people can pop 
upon a wife before they are aware of 
it, without any " looking out** at all : 
that some people have been known to 
marry for neither honor nor riches, 
and to be unable to do otherwise^ spite 
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of thdr teeth : you seem to me, my 
dear Sir, to have proposed but two ca- 
ses to my consideration ; first, to look 
out for a wife when necessary, and 
next^to make such a chcnce as may 
help to enrich myself, while I ennoble 
my elect: now what am I to do, if I 
find a wife without looking out for one, 
and she should happen to be poor,— « 
is it quite fot'bidden me to take a 
wife that I find by accident, be she ne- 
ver so good, or if I feel dufioaed to it, 
to ennoble the unendowed ^— I am not 
talking of persons in every way below 
me^ which to marry, as you say, would 
be base indeed, — but what am I to do, 
if while I am " looking outy* with all 
my eyes for a rich heiress of low de- 
grecy to raise and ennoble^ tjie twenti- 
eth child of some poor gentleman 
should come in my way, endowed wWi 
eveiy virtue under the sun ?'* — Mr. 
Hargrave had no idea that I meant a- 
ny thing serious, I believe, so that he 
only laughed at my method of parry- 
ing his attackw— We soon after retur- 
ned to the Hall, where the Twists were 
eng^aged to dine with us, in a snug sort 
of a way. 
They came a little before five.— I 
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had as usual to sit vttJA. to Mks Twist,' 

and to bear as well as I cooldy mMiy 
jokes, bints, insiniiatiotis, &c* as well 
as many plsdn advances on the part of 
the young lady, not at all in the way of 
love and regai'd, but of affectation and 
vantiy, ^ though presuming on the ir- 
resistibility of her three hundred thou* 
sand charms. , 

Unfortunately f (that is^ I mean, for 
three such terrU^le noodles as my fath*' 
er, Mr. Hargrave, and myself who 
were no amateurs of the art of boxings) 
just as the ladies had retired, my fath^' 
er happened to ask Mr. Twist, what 
had carried him to London in such ex** 
treme haste five days ago ? for as we 
were going to church on the prece- 
ding Sunday, he had passed us in his 
ch^se and four, as if he had been on 
aif^rrand of life and death :— ** O," 
says he, ^^ I went to be present at the 
famous match between Bob Gubbiim^ 
and Big Beelzebubf^^l had a bet with 

Lord , of seven to four, upon 

Bob. — It was a tight battle, I assure 
you :— Bob had the best of it fdr sev- - 
enteen rounds at the least, and would 
certainly have bet^ only Big Beelze- 
bub happened to put in such a confeun- 
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ded hk MnAet hk left jaW, j«ist as he 
WAS retumia^ to the eighteenth ndiy, 
thai knocked hina ^ver and oirer, and 
] yiexiljr thoQgbt that all the sfiort 
would be at an end, and that he mast 
have died on the spot :->->4t was noble 
•perrai)^ t^l then : — I never saw Bc^ 
%ht better :«*-Big Beelzebnb, at one 
time) bled at every channel, — nose, 
mouth, eyes, esars, neck, shoulder, 
back, bffellfit^-4t would have doiie 
yimr heart good to have seen it." 

Tfyink9''i*to-my9eif^ my Father^a 
kgart^ indeed! 

** The first round," continued Mr. 
Twisty " both sparred with great cau- 
tion : Bob began with a neat rig-ht 
handed hit, wfarch being smartly retur- 
ned, they fell to : Bob seemed to give 
way at first, but in a sliort time, rallied 
and threw such a devil of a parcel of 
straight blows into Beelzebub's throat 
and breast, that his mouth burst out 
with blood, and down he fell ; so that 
to my great joy the fii'st blood and 
first falK were both greatly in Bob's fa- 
vor :— -Big Bedzebub rose weak and 
sickish : Bob threw several blows a- 
way by round hitting, but at length o- 
yerset Big Beelzdmb again by one of 
U 
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the sharpest right-handed facers ever I 
saw : Big Beelzebub rallied, and put 
in a tight blow on Bob's mouth, which 
broke two of his grinders, but he kept 
his ground and again threw his oppo- 
nent after boring him all round the 
ring. I am confident Bob would have 
got the best of it, but for his last un- 
lucky fell : but ril tell you what, you 
may depend upon it, if he don't die, 
(which is ten chances to one but he 
does) and Big Beelzebub ever recoir^ 
ers his sight, (which is at present 
thought impossible,) I will make a- 
nother match between them as soon 
as I can, and shall have no scruple to 
take the same bets on Bob ; for I ne- 
ver saw a fellow throw in hb blows 
better in my lite than my friend Bob 
did, or do more to cripple his man ; I'll 
be bbund he'll completely do him nest 
time." 

Unluckily, the effect this delicate 
and delicious display of Mr. Twist's 
eloquence had upon my father, Mn 
Hargrave and myself, was to make ua 
completely silent, not only during the 
whole of its continuance, but when he 
had got fairly to the eiui, so that be- 
fore we could recover from the state of 
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^ittgiutt (and sickness aloiost) into 
"Which he had thrown us, he abruptly 
turned aside to a &esh topic little less 
interesting-——— . 

^ But only think," says he, " Mr. 
Dermont, of poor Totn Dash .'"— 
** What of him V* says my father. 
*" Shot himself!" says Mr. Twist ;— 
** I had wrt healed a word of it," says 
my father;—" It must be hinty* says 
Mr. Twist; and pulling a newspaper 
from his pockety — ^ Here,'* says he, 
^' is the only public account I have 
seen of it ;" — " // is with extreme 
concertij*^^-'^^^ Aye, well they may 
say so, indeed ; poor Tom ! a better 
whip did not exist ; such a stud of 
horses ! !'* ^^ It is uith extreme con- 
cem we hear^ that a Gentleman very 
celebrated in the sporting worlds (aye, 
celebrated he was indeed, the finest 
and boldest rider you ever -saw, and 
such a shot !) /lut an end i^ghis exist* 
ence yesterday at an inn not very dis' 
tant from the metrofioHs .•*' — aye, at 
Salt-hill, he was a member of the TVhifi 
Club ; four beautiful roans he used to 
drive, so steady in harness, he was one 
of the best whips among them;"— 
" buti" says my father, " how do you 

Digitized by Google ^" 



\S6 mit^^-I^-to-m^eif. 

know it was him, lus neme 19 not mob' 
tioued ?*'—*' O, but 1 haye it here k a 
private letter iveai 9jwiendy* says Mv. 
Twist, pulling oq^ out feoHi ltt& pocket, 
Ol&uch a shs^ and color as i scarce er- 
er saw before : — ^ k was from Sir 
Harpy Hark-away's huntaman^ with 
whom I oocasioQftlly correspond ;"— 
here, at the bottom o€ his letter he 
says>.-«^ I suppo&e yoinr bonne r ttetf 
have heered of pure Miister Dash 1 1 
(Muster Dash, he writes, for Jie caa't 
spell very well, and indeed I can sctf ce 
read his writing ; — " I suppose you 
will have heered of pure Muster Dash! 
what a Moll and Colly event has be, 
be,^^, be,"— the Devil, the feUow 
writesWch a hand, I can't really read 
it, « bfuTS^ fcigrccg him/ ' I think it is ; 

himself, ceitoinlv •- « b . V® sho« 
himself?" ^«^ •;"L^"* ^^y 8hotl 

see that yo^^^yTiJ^l":! "^'''^nt ^ 

a MiTu,^^ f r, '®a"it that vet" 

■'^t, do you think fce'dAi«;;ii^: 
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90l^^ Sf^s Mr. Twist, hastii}', like a 
seouodrel, or go through the tedious 
ceremony oi fioU&ntng himself? If 
his eidslence is terimoated, as I too 
much fear, depend upon it, it was by 
a hullet, aod from his own hand ^^ 
Tom was not a bungler ;--I wonder 
what will become ef his stud; — I 
should like to hare his roans myself; 
<***wheii I was a member of the Lei- 
cester bunt, he used to ride a famous 
cdt of Eciypses, so like, that O'Kelly 
himself offered him 400 guineas for it, 
merely on account t>f its likeness ; — 
not a hair different: if you had but 
aeen that horse take a leap ; -it was 
qtute a gtand sight ; so cool, so stea* 
dy; a child might have rode him !^ — 
iie used to rise and look round, as it 
nrtste^ to see if there were any stakes 
§(x bad ground on the other side, and 
whatever there might ht^JSk was 
sure to clear it... J never shaVbrget a 
run we had one thirteenth of Novem- 
hev ;— bitter cold morning ; long time 
before we found :— we were sitting on 
^^^ur horses together, under a wood, 
pulled out a hunting flask I had 
•brandy, that 1 would not have 
w the wisrW j just as poor Tom 
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had got it to his mouth to drink, they 
unkennelled the fox ;— instead of re- 
turning my poor bottle into mj pos- 
session, he threw it from him into the 
thickest part of the wood, behind him, 
and oflf he went : — I never got near 
him again the whole day : — ^the horse 
was fitter for a race horse, but he 
would not run him, except for the hun- 
ter's plate once at Ascot, where he 
won hollow : — poor Tom I — well, it's 
well he came to no v>orse end ! he was 
as near hanged once as could be ;*'— 
" How so ?** says Mr. Hargrave.— 
** Why the case you see," says Mr. 
Twist, " was exactly this : — I had it 
from one that was there : — At a tav- 
ern dinner at Liverpool one day, Tom 
being in the chair, proposed a profane 
toast; — the man that sat next to hhn 
refused to drink it ; Tom insisted ;— 
the nri^L would not : he declared he 
Would ™ only not drink it, but if he 
knew the inventor of it, he would be 
disposed to chastise him:--" M'ot if it 
were me, my self y Sir," says Tom, " I 
suppose ?•' (for in fact, it was his own 
invention ;) — '* Yes, Sir," says the oth- 
er, " if it were you, yoitraelfy you**'^ 
upon which, Tom, who had a plenty 
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of pepper in his blood, threw a glass 
of wine plump in his face ; — you may 
be pretty sure it was not easy to hush 
9uch a matter up ; pistols were pro- 
cured by XJtiC friends of each party, and 
they went out immediately; — at the 
very first fire, Tom's ball passed 
through his heart, and be dropped just 
as dead as a pancake. — Tom made off, 
9S you may suppose, and it was well 
he did, for the fellow he killed was 
much beloved, and was well connect- 
edy and had a wife and nine children, 
so that you may easily think it made a 
pretty dust s— Tom got abroad, some 
how or other, and there he staid till all 
the proceedings against him were sup- 
posed to be at an end, but as he cer- 
tainly gave great provocation, had he 
been caught and tried, before some il» 
liberal old woman of a Judge-^ he would 
certainly have been handed.*'— 9*ATni6«- 
j'to-myaelf, hanging would tiave been 
a thousand times too good for him. 

" But, pray,** says my father, *' How 
can you call it a better end that he is 
come to noiifj if it should be true that 
he has shot himseifP"-^^^ He could 
not possibly, n >y dear Sir," says Mr. 
Twist) " have done a better deed j — he 
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was completely di9ked :...he could nev* 
er have appeared again :-— tlie rest of 
liis dafs must probably haye been pas- 
sed in the King's bench :"...'' I don't 
quite know, Twist," says my father, 
*^ what you mean l^ disked^ but I should 
just wish to ask, where you think the 
rest ofhU day it will be passed now ?'*... 
" O," says Mr. Twist, « faith, I never 
thought of that : my neighbor here Mr. 
Hargrave, perhaps, would answer that 
better than me, but poor Tom, I must 
confess, I believe, did not mack think 
q/* passing his time any where but A^r^, 
and when he was tired of it, he made 
his bow, and away he went ;'*—<* and 
left," says my father, "all his brother 
whips to follow, I suppose ;" — ^^ follow 
lohere ?*' says Mr. Twist ; " I don't 
know,Y sajrs my father, '< but not I think 
where they used to follow him, which 
was generally, I apprehend, to the sta- 
ble" ;...** aye, often indeed," says Mr. 
Twist, *< they did ; it would have done 
your heart good to have seen the style 
in which he kept his horses :".V«Well," 
says my father, " I am glad of that for 
the sake of the poor horses, fisr, for 
what I know, they might be very sen^ 
Bible and worthy horses, and deserve te 
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be fiamfiered and high fed;" — ^' they 
dW, indeed," says Mr. Twi^ not at ail 
seeif^g the drift of the insinuatbr. 

« Well," says ray fattier, « but what 
do yon really think Tom Dash will ev- 
er do in a world without horses^ or sta* 
btea^ or wh^8y or hounds^ or birda^ or 
gum ?"* « I don't think he^ll go Uicre," 
says Mr. Twist : ** hold,** says my fa- 
ther, ** remember, Twist, he muat go^ 
if he's called, and he can't shoot him- 
self out of the otf^r world as he has 
shot himself out of this ;" " that I can't 
tell," says Mr. Twist ;....« but surely," 
says my lather, " you cj«i*t think he 
will have that power :" — " t tell you," 
says Mr. Twist, " I don't know, but of 
this I am very certain, that he had pow- 
er to go out of this world when he 
chose^ and he made use of it." <' It 
aeema to be just as you say,** sayS my 
fether, " and yet I must auestion the 
truth of it." ^ How »o,*^ says Mr. 
Twist, " what,did'nt he shoot himsell V 
" Oh, I don't deny that," says my fa- 
ther, *' but I much doubt whether he 
can fairly be said to have had power to 
do it; you, yourself, could certainly 
shoot me at this moment if you chose 
it, but do you think the Law has given 
W 
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you fiower to do it ? Do you think you 
could safely do it, iivithout any chance 
of atvafter-reckonkig ?" "O, O/^imya 
Mr. Twist, '' I smoke you now ; yem 
think suicide not lawful /'* *< I do," 
says my father, " can you think other- 
wise ?•• " to be sure," says Mr. Twist) 
'' and it is but fair, that as we came in- 
to this world without our own consentf 
we should not be compelled to stay in 
it if we don't like it." "That's very 
good indeed," says my father, " so I 
suppose you think when a culprit is 
put upon his tfialj because he is bro't 
to the bar against his own consent, he 
may quit the court at his own discre- 
tion, and not wait for the sentence of re- 
moval." 

<< I'll tell you what," says Mr. Twist, 
<' I am no Parliament man, (I was go- 
ing "to say no Parson^ but I woiAd not 
for the world be rude to Mr. Hargrave 
here) but I say I am no Parliament 
man, oj Sfieechifier^ and therefore I 
cannot undertake 'to argue the point 
with you, but I have at home, a Poem, 
written I do suppose by one of the clev- 
erest chaps in Christendom, where the 
business is proved to a nicety : it be- 
gins, ^^ Averse Jrom Life^ nor well rc- 
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9otv'd to rfi^."— I wish I could repeat 
itj^t ril give it to my friend Bob 
hell 4o-inorrow, and he shall read it 
to you : if you can answei* that, then 
1 will be ready to confess that poor 
Tom Dash bad better have staid where 
be was ;" " you had better," says my 
father, " give it to Bob, for if you give 
it tome, fifty to one but I put it in the 
fire;" — ^" I would not part with it for 
the world," says Mr. Twbt, '< so don't 
play tricks with it, I only say amwer 
it." 

My father begged he would send it ; 
" it will surely be pleasant," says he, 
" to any of us, nay, an extreme happi- 
ness, to learn that we may shoot our- 
selves whenever we please ; only till I 
see the Poem, be assured, Twist, that 
I won't believe we possess any such 
poWer or privilege ; no, not if ten thou- 
sand Tom Dashes were to shoot theni^ 
selves before ray face/' Just at this 
moment, a summons to tea arrived, and 
ive arose to go to the drawing-room. 

My father, I really believe, felt glad 
to have inveigled Mr. Twist, as it were, 
into an argument of this sort, hoping 
in time to be able to open his eyes a lit- 
tle to the extreme folly, wprthlessness, 
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and iU>surdit7 of the lUe kd by liii]iael& 
and too many of his acquaintaQce.' 

Aftertea, wehad Delia^yvhichju^e^ 
I suppose, its usual impresslous upon 
us both;— that is, it made Mis6 Twist 
thinly of me, and me of Emily Mande- 
yille ; 1 coufess, I could not help think- 
ing more than erer of the latter.*^ 
tiUiiht^^to^myselfy surely, nothing cao 
render it very decorous in me to enno- 
die the daughter of a ataUe^keefaer^ a 
groom, a huntsman^ the fnenc^of ttwr- 
derers and suicides I \ 

The next day the poem cain% di« 
)?ected to the readerl^ inOst humU»* 
servant, that is to me, the Clodipole^ 
and fitly enough ; for, rhinks-f-to^mu' 
sel/i Mr. Twist surely fancies I shall 
never consent to marry his daught^ 
unless I have free leave from^^od jind 
man, to quit the world at any t%# af- 
terwards that I please l Upon rannmg 
my eye over the poem, I began to 
think it might be quite safe in Mr. 
Twist's hands, for it seemed to mc 
much above both the extent of hk com- 
prehension, and the measure of his 
taste ; the lines were nei-vous, 
strong, and apparently froi^i the haads 
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ok a naster u^l carried them to my 
i^ther, Jbe read them very attentively : 
«— -<'^^e you read them ?" says he. — 
" I have, Six*," says I ;-*" Do you like 
them ?" says my father. — ^^ I think the 
lines are certainly strong, and the poet# 
ry good^"— " but the ar^umenf^" says 
my father.-^" I should wish, Sir, to 
consider it more,'* says I ;— ^' do, my 
Ix^,'* says my father, ^^ and mind pat 
down upc^i any scrap of paper, your 
objections as you go along, if any oc- 
.cur.'? 

1 1^^ the poem from him, and, as 
jras-fenerally the case, when I wanted 
to consider things with particular at- 
tention, I walked into the park with 
the poem in my pocket ;— while there, 
I perused it again carefully ; noted my 
objections with a pencil, as my father 
had desired, and was ^oing to return, 
when, rhinks'I'to-^myaelf^ why not an- 
swer it in verse ?— I retired into a more 
secluded part of the park, and taking 
stanza by stanza, went through the 
whole, lUi I had written a regular re- 

I carried it in haste to my father, 
and he ran with it eagerly to Mr. Har- 
grave ; as they both approved of it, I 
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wrote it out fair, and as they seemed to 
think it a proper reply to a mischiev- 
ous poem, which, for what I kne^i^knay 
still be travelling about the world a- 
lone, as was the case when it came in- 
to my hands, I shall here present the 
reader with the companioti I ventured 
to provide for it, sincerely looping that 
Bg Tom Dash will henceforward shoot 
f^self till he has carefully read both : 
—as for the fioetry of the latter, I care 
not a fig about it ; I can only assert, 
which I do most positively, that the ar- 
gument it contains, will forever pre- 
vent my Tom Daahing my own brains 
out, yea, though I should happen to be 
Wedded to such another as Miss Twistr 



THE SUICIDE. 



Averse from Lifejnor wellresolv'd to 
die, 
Us'dbut to murmur, I retain my 
breath; 
Yet pant, enlarg'd from this dull wprldi 
to try 
The hospitable, though cold arrnn of 
Death. 
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What future joys should bid me wish 
to live ? 
What flatt'ring dreams of better dajrs 
remain^ 
What prospect can obscure eiusteuce 
give, 
A recompense for penury and pain ? 

Is there an hope that o*er this unton'd 

frame, 
. Awakened Health her wonted glow 

shall spread ? 
Is there a path to pleasure, wealth, or 
fiemae. 
Which sickness, languor, and rec 
morse can tread f 

Why, therefore should I doubt, what 
should I fear ? 
Why for a mofi^nt longer bear my 
grief? / . 

Behold !— my great peliverer isnear,,.. 
Immediate as I wish his prompt re* 
lief? 

Oh ! instance sti^oige of freebut bKi^^ 
ed will, 
DiscussM so much; so littl^ m|d#r- 
stood I 
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To bett^e c^rtslntsr of pfesent Wt^ 
Before the certsun chance of ill or 
good! 

But wkat tiiat daaaoe ^^Wby be it 
what it may, 
Still 'tis a chancev^^and here tny 
woes are sure ; 
-*-'^ Yet think these w»c» are sorrowl 
of a day, 
Whik Uioseto all eternity endure l" 

Think of the hen^ors of eternal padn !* 

<^ Imagination startles at the name ; 

Nor can impress Bpoa the liaboui^g 

brain, 

Duration endless still, and still the 

same.**— 

WeU hast thou said ;-«-i]or can it be 
impressed ;— 
Has blind credulity, that f^ject slave, 
Who thinks his nothmgness, forever 
bless'd. 
Shall hold eternal triumph o'er the 
grave T 

When oceans cease to roll, rocks tnelt 
away, 
Atlas and jEtna sink into the plain ; 
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The glorious Sun, the ekmentB^decay, 
Shall Man, creation's flimsiest worky 
. remain? 

What shall remain of Man ; Hts out- 
ward frame ? 
Soon shall that moulder to its native 
dust! 
Or haply that unbodied subtle flame. 
Which occupies and animates the 
bust. 

Let but a finger ache, the kmdred soul 
Its intimate alliance .shall perceive ; , 
Let ultimate destruction, grasp the 
whole, 
The Soul immortal and unch^g'd 
shall live. 

Stqpi but one conduit, and the tone is 
lost, 
But, burst each pipe, and tear up 
every key ; 
Then shall the decompounded Organ's 
ghost, 
Swell the loud peal of endless har- 
mony I 

So shall" that quality whose pow'rs ?.- 
rise 
X 
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From Tari^us parts l^ nicest art i^- 
rang'd, 
With every shock tliey suffer} sympa^ 
thise. 
Yet after their destruction live uh- 
chang'd I 

So much for argument, the Legend's 
vaan 
Of priestly craft, reach not the in- 
genuous mind ; 
Let knaves invent, and folly will main- 
tain, 
The wUdest sysl^n that ddudes 
mankind. I 

Did there exist the very hdl they paint, 
Were there the very Heav'n they ' 
desire ; 
*Twere hard to choose, a Devil or a ■ 
Saint, 
Eternal Skig-Song, or Eternal Fire ? 

Ye idle hopes of future joys, farewell ! 
Farewell, ye groundless fears of fu- 
ture woe ! 
Lo ! the sole argument on which to 
dwell, 
Shall I, or shall I not, thisi& fore- 
go? 
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I know the storm that wfdts my des- 
tined head, 
The trifling joys I yet may hope tp 
reap; 
The momentary pang I have to dread, 
The state of undisturbed undreaming 
sleep! 

Then all is knowDi— and all is known 
too well, 
Or to distract, or to delay my choice ; 
No hopes ^cit,. and no fears rebel. 
Against thy ultimate determine 
voice. . 

Had I suspicions that a future state 
Might yet exist, as haply I have 
. none; 
*^Twere worth the cost to venture on my 
t fete, 
Impelled by curiosity alone*— - 

Sated with life, and amply gratify'd 
In every varied pleasure life can 
g^ve. 
One sole enjoyment yet remains un- 
try'd. 
One only novelty ,— to cease to live. 

Not yet reduc'd a scomiul alms to 
crave, 
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Not yet of those with whom I live^ 
the sport, 
No great man's pander, parasite) or 
slave, 
O Death! I seek thy hospitable port! 

Thou like a Virgin in her bridal sheet, 

Seemest prejNur'd consenting kind 

to lie; 

The happy bridegroom, I, with hasty 

feet, . 

Fly to thy arms in rapt'rous ccstacy.t 



ANSWER. 

Never more modulate with 3rour 
sweet aid, 
Ye gentle Muses ! such unhallf ^ed 
strains ! 
« Resolv'dto die l'*— shall this by Man 
ht said ? 
Thankless for pleasure, shall he beat 
no pains ! 

To Him who from the cold tomb hofies 
to rise, 
Death's icy arras full « hospitable** 
are; 
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But who, averse from this world, 
murmVing flies, 
Thy sting, O Gittve! mistakingly 
may dare t 

Why dost thou ask, if flatt'iing hopes 
remain ? 
If to ^y ^ unton'dframe'' health may 
return ? 
Sure to new scenes of pleasures or of 
pain, 
Some hand may burft the cerements 
of thy urn. 

The varying seasons, expectation give : 

Go to the clos'd-up buds in winter's 

gloom ; 

A«k by what recreating: pow'r they live, 

In gay spring-tide who renovates their 

bloom 1 

TMs is experience: — but the grave 
unknown! 
From pain, frona sickness, and from 
penury, 
From earthly tribulations, when thou'rt 
flown, 
How dost thou know death will de- 
liver thee? 
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It is no instance of a blinded will 
To shun a ckmnce so little under* 
stood; 
Better to bear the weight dP present 
ill, 
Than risk the certam loss of future 
good. 

What is thy chance then ?— Here tby 
lot b sure ; 
♦'The days of man aire threescore 
years and ten/' 
And seldom more ;— how long they 
may endure 
The wisest knows not, if we live a- 
gauj. 

Why does etermty so startle you ? 

Say^ is it eader to comprehend, 
Whatpow*r this mighty system can 
undoi 

Aiid every thing annihilate and end ? 

Exert thy reason, suiely thafs no 
slave ; 
Why should*8t thou trust, to. what 
thou can^at not know .?-^ 
Thy thoughts destroy us, reason tries 
to save, 
And, unpresuming> says, it may be 
so. 
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Should '^ Oceans cease to roll, Rocks 
melt away, 
^ Atlas and ^tna sink into the plain, 
** The glorious Sun, the elements de- 
cay," 
Man, the Creator's image, may re- 
main! 

All may remain of Man ! His outward 
frame 
May for the present moulder and 
decay ; 
But yet not /o«ir, if God remain the 
same; 
HeAa^A called unforrrCd heings into 
day I 

T>tbut a finger ache, the kindred soul 

Its ii^mate alliance may perceive ; 

Tetcut off limbs, tlie mind continues 

whole, 

Uninjur'd, unimpair'd, it yet may 

lire! 

Stop but one conduit, and the tone is 
lost ; 
And, burst each pipe, and tear up 
every key ; 
Still for some new-form'd frame, the 
« Organ's Ghost,** 
May yet exist ; unalter'dHarmony I 
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So may " that quality," whose powr's 

arise 
'- Not from man's fe Ale and decaying 

frame, 
With every shock it suffers sympa- 
thise, 
Yet after its destruction; live the 
same. 

May this be argument ; — th' ingenuous 
mind 
Builds not on priestly craft, or le- 
gends vain ; 
Sure the sad system that destroys 
mankind, 
Knaves- have invented, folly doen 
maintain. 

Is there the Hell that Holy Writ de- 
clares. 
The Heav*n we hope for, is it really 
such ? 
The wretch that thrinks from r^ 
world and its cares 
In such a choice, would hesitate not 
much. 

'^ Shall I, or shall I not, this life fore* 
go?"-.. 
This isthe argument on which yri'd 
dwell i 
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Yet sure *tis weak) unknowing where 
you go, 
To bid the chancer qf thu world 
farewell. 

The will of Heaven's conceal'd from 
human eye ! 
How dare you say, you " know the 
storm to come ?** 
The parting pang may be but mo- 
mentVy, 
But may there be no dreaming in 
the tomb ? 

AH is not known ;— yet stfre enough 
* is seen 
Much to delay and counteract thy 
choice ; 
Hopes should solicit, fears should in- 
tervene 
Against thy rash and ill-determin*d 
voice. 

Thy curiosity will soon be o'er ; 
Why should'st thou go in danger all 
alone ? 
Can'st thou not tarry one short mo- 
ment more, 
The term of rAi« Life's limited and 
known ? 

Y Digitized by Google ■ 



1 7B Thinks'Lto-myaelf. 

Sated with Life, and all its varying 
. joys, 
Try no new scene, you cannot judge 
of well ; 
God in his own good time will raise 
his voice, 
If you believe not hsaven^ yet rUk 
not Hell! 

" No great man's pander, parasite or 
slave, 
" Nor yet of those with whom you 
live, the sport ; 
^* Nor yet rcduc'd a sccmiful alntis to 
ci^ve," 
Why like a fugitive to death rescut \ 

Death's amft are hospitable but to 
those 
Who have fulfilled on earth heav- 
en's high decrees ; 
The Goocf in the cc^d grave may find 
refiQsej 
And wake at last to heavenly ecsta* 
sies? 

My fether would have the answer 
sent to Nicotium Castle, and he got 
Mr. Hargrave to carry it : what Mr. 
Twist said to it, Mr. Hargrave would 
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never exactly tell us, but he assured us, 
that before he left him, Mr. Twist ex- 
pressed a wish that poor Tom Dash 
had read it ;— he afterwards acknowl- 
edged to my father, that he would look 
ahs^p himself before he ever took such 
a leap ;■ so that altogether, I believe, 
it did good ;— but as for arguing the 
matter much, he was certainly not ve- 
ry capable of it either in prose or 
rerse. 



END OP VOL. X. 
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NOT long after the visit described 
in the fcarmer volume, and the writing 
of the poem, I strolled down to the Vi- 
carage, thinking in my own mind that 
I would soon muster up courage to dis- 
close to Emily the situation of my heart. 
While I was there, my mother and sis- 
ter called, and, quite unexpectedly to 
me proposed taking Emily home in the 
carriage to pass three or four days at 
the Hsdl ;— dwm^, bumfi, bumfi, bumfi^ 
went my poor heart directly :— the in- 
vitation was accepted, and she actually 
returned with them. — ^I went to Mrs. 
Fidget's, with a message from my 
mother, rejoicing all the way of course 
at the thoughts of finding Emily at the 
Hall on my return. 

. Now I suppose, that any body who 
never had my com/i/am^ • would natu- 
rally conclude, that all the time Emily 
staid at Grumblethorpe, I was partic- 
ularly . lively and gay ; exerted all my 
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talents to amu9e her and engage her 
attention ;-«*-uothing of the kind !— — I 
was ten times more shy of her than of 
Miss Twist :— if I spoke to her upoft 
the roost common occasion, it was al» 
ways under some embairassmenty and 
if I attempted at any time to be witty 
and facetious, nothing could possibly 
exceed the nonsense that came out o£ 
my mouth, so that at last I began seri- 
ously to think of laying aside that organ 
of speech, and of talking to h^r merely 
with my eyes : with the latter, I felt 
far mope capable of discoursing with 
her, and had no reason to think such 
occular language was very unintelhgi- 
ble to her;— had she had but confi- 
dence and assurance enough to anstocr 
me, (whkh, however, I liked her only, 
the belter for not having) I make no 
doubt but that the exact state of both 
our hearts might have been made 
known to each other without the utter^ 
ance of letter, syllable, word, or sen- 
tence. 

One evening during her stay, Ihe 
Twists came....I believe they wondered 
to see the comp- nion my sister had 
chosen. — Nothing could exceed the 
assurance with which Miss Twist ap- 
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peared to make me her own; — had 
she had a spark oireal love for me, she 
would have been more diffident^ as I 
knew by my own feelings. Whiie we 
were amusing ourselves altogether 
with charades^ riddles, thwead-pa^er 
-verses^ and other such efforts of gen- 
iirs, she slipped a pa^er into my hands, 
which she ^aid was a conundrum ; 
when 1 opened it, 1 found it to be,.... 

'* If jnu love me as / \ovtyou, 

** Nted (hese main be longer /tu> ^'* 

which I apprehend shef^^d learnt of 
her house-maid ; I pretencfed to laugh 
at it, but am ashamed to say, wits at the 
same time inwardly provoked to think 
to myself MtiQ following short reply, 

•« \iyou love me, as /love^on, 

•• I know ihe reason w fay we're«wo. • 

But indeed I verily believe that the 
twain were upon pretty equal terms, 
and that she did really love me much 
about as well as /loved her ; how ma- 
ny twain under such circumstances 
become one in the course of every year, 
: I pretend not even to guess, but fiet" 
haps now and then riches and coronets 
Z 
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do meet together mider no better cir- 
cumstances, «o/7ie*tinies under worse : 
1 know nothing about it 

I began, however, to be very confix 
dent that some eclaircisaement most 
tal^e place very soon, but as I studious- 
ly avoided giving her any encourage- 
ment, I was in hopes some of the el- 
ders of the party would tkink fit to be- 
gin. the inquiry I wished to be made in- 
to the state of my sentiments. Emily 
staid with us fotiiMiays ; — during which 
time, though I had not sliffered a-uow ^ 
or a firomiacy or even an inquiry to 
pass my Ufis^ I yet feel satisfied that I 
had made many communications of this 
nature with my eyes ; I was still, how- 
ever, under considerable alarm about 
the state oiher heart ; — she had a cou- 
sin who often^ viated the Vicarage, 
just abou^her own age, whose eyes I' 
could have4>oked out at any time, and 
giv^ them t6 the birds, I felt so afraid 
of them ; for he looked at her as well as 
me, and while she was with us, she 
was working him a purse. The first 
time I discovered who this purse was 
for, I passed the whole ^ight without 
once closing my eyes, in^ such an ago- 
ny of distress, and cfespair, and torme^» 

Digitized by Google 



Thinks'I'to-myBctf. 187 

that it is a great wonder I was not 
quite a corpse before the morning. 

I have often heard this, and that, arid 
'tother pain mentioned, as the vforat 
that mortals can c^ndure ;— •such as 
^e togth-achcj ear^ache^ head-achty 
cramp, in the ^a^f of the leg^ a boil^ or a 
^^/tfr,«— now, I protest, tiiough I 
have tried all these,nothing seems to mie 
at all to come up to a pretty sharp Jit 
of jeal$usy. Give me the man that 
will lay quiet all night in his bed, and 
sleep composedly, after he has had rea- 
son to suspect, that some other mati is 
c£ far more account than himself in the 
«yes of his mistress ; for ray own part 
the torture of such a state of mind al- 
ways' appeared to me so transcendant- 
ly terrible, that even now I had rather 
have the tooth-^iche, ear-ache^ and 
cramp all at once, vf\i\\ 9, blister on my 
back into the bargain, than undergo 
what I felt the night of which I speak ; 
I meaA, when I feund that the purse 
Emily was netting, (and which I had 
been every evening admiring,) was 
^'omised to her cousin : I have heard 
^ »nce that he is really a very good sort 
ofayoungmaU) and yet that night 1 
could not get it out <>f my head that 
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he was a devil /^-*a downngbt devil ! 
^ fiend I I suppose this vras all very 
natural, but it serves to shew, what 
blumiera nature may make when she 
goes to work without reaacm. Thinks* 
I'to-my^elfi most certainly, *' la rauton 
n*e8t fias ce qui regie VamourP 

What will the reader think was the 
state of my mind, when a little while 
afterwards, my sister havbg called at 
the Vicarage^ brought roe back a purse 
exactly of tlie same pattern t " There," 
says she, ^^ Robert, you are in hick ; 
you admired the purse so much that 
Miss Mandeville was netting while she 
was with us, that she has been at the 
trouble of working another for you eXf 
actly like it, of which she begs your 
acceptance; it is not quite the same^ 
I see,'* says she, '' for I observe she 
has honored you with gold tassels in* 
stead of silh ones." I leave you to 
guess,5^tf»r/e sentimental reader,wbeth- 
er the purse would have at all men v\ 
value, had it been filled brim fuIF with 
all Miss Twist's hundreds of thousands 
of pounds. 

Two or three mornings after this 
dear and precious present was made 
^o me— (I canncyt help stopping now tQ 
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think how often I kissed it,) while W€^ 
were at breakfast, the post came in, 
and my &ther opened one of the let- 
tersv— " the deuce take it,*' says hCf 
" it's come at last 1" ^hinks'i'to-my- 
Beif^ what's come ? — but my mother 
said it aloud ; What's come at last, 
Mr. Dermont ?' " Aye," says my fiath- 
cr, *' poor Mr, Dermont /.—you must 
take leave of Aim, I am afraid, forev- 
er I" " Good God," says my mother^ 
" what do you mean ?" and was near 
feintmg : — my father, God help him, 
had not the smallest intention of exci- 
ting such alarm ?-^when he saw my 
mother turn so pale, he was frighten- 
ed out of his wits; " Lord," says he, 
*^ how could I be such an idept ; it's 
nothing but that nasty Scotch Barony 
that is come, for old Lady Tay-and- 
Tumble is dead, and I am Lord Kil- 
garnock I" 

. Never did a peerage, I believe, 
Scotch, English, or Irish, meet with a 
more unwelcome reception ; foi' we 
were all too much occupied with the 
recovery of my mother to take any far- 
ther notice ot it, so that by the time 
Mr. Qargrave joined the breakfast 
part/f the Bar9ne8a Ml^arnock secm- 
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^ed to hasve quite IbrgotteD it, lor as 
sooa as he entered—^ Do," safs shcy 
« Mr. DermofU^ make Mr. Hatgrave 
understand that we are not all eraa^, 
for I am sure be must think so t"-— ail 
my mother got -better,, we of cour86 
retifmed to our seats, aiyl then Mr. 
Hargrave was duly made acquainted 
with all thatbad passed. 

It was settled, however, that not a^ 
word at present should be said about 
it—." for God*s sake,** safys my feth^, 
" let me take breath a little before it . 
is made known for fear i shall soon be 
surfeited with " my Lard^ and ^y<ntr 
L,ordahifi,** It could not, however^ 
be kept secret long, for in two hours 
after, an express arrived, requiring my 
father's presence in Scotland, if posn- 
ble, or if not possible, at least at Lon*^ 
don, to sign some papers ei t:onse- 
quence. The news, therefore, trans- 
pired, and Mr, Dermont became my 
Lord, and for my own part, let 
the title come as it would, I, of all peo^ 
pie in the world, had reason to be giad \ 
for nothing could be more puzsKng 
than my own appellation before my %- 
ther became a ford, for being not Bur 
advanced beyond my boyhood, some of 
*^e servants would still continue to call 
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me MoBttr Bobby ; some, Mr. Robert 
DeriDont; — ^but now the point Wa$ 
happilf settled :-— the Honorable Bob> 
(H* Bobby would nerer do, the HoDora-* 
ble Robert was quite right in matters of 
form, but for colloquial purposes and 
cases of personal address, Mr. DeV" 
mont became my exclusive property^ 

It was curious to see how many 
holes we received in the compass of a 
few <layB, directed to the Righi Honor* 
able Lady Kilgamock, Poor Miss 
Twist made a blunder that was very 
natural, but almost laughable from its 
coming so soon ) &v on tHe^v^ery eve- 
ning of the day th^ news^ came« my 
sister received a note from her, direct* 
ed to the Honorable Mias Kilgamock 
•—she fiuicied, poor thing, that we 
%rere Kilgamocked from one end of the 
family to the other, and that Dermont 
was become quite a plebeian name— a 
mere castraway. 

The firK person I saw after the safe 
arrival dT the title, was Mr. Mande- 
ville. if the reader thinks he made a 
lower bow to the Honorable Mr. Boby 
than usual, he will be much mistaken, 
for he came on the contrary, expressly 
to chide sod rebuke me, almost to in« 
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suit me : Emily having made me a 
present of a purse, 1 naturally^ but 
perhaps still t^ithput reason (who 
ought always to be at hand to check 
her wayward sister,) had wishefd to 
make t^er some present in return, and 
because I was far from London and 
every other place wjiere a sumptuous 
present might be purchased, I had 
begged my sister to let me have back 
^ locket I had given her with my hair 
in it, very prettily ornamented with 
pearls. — This present, Mr. Mande- 
ville in much form brought back to 
Dtt^J n^yihft^it^^^syS?^^ ^* tnuch as ev- 
er, though I had become the Honordr 
ble ; he gave it back into my hand^ and 
begged' 1 would on no account give 
her such a present : ** If you have 
some paltry thing,*' said he, "about 
the worth of her purse to send back, 
I'll freely take il, as a present from 
one play -fellow to another, but as for 
your lockets and hair^ I must not ad- 
mit such things.** " Mj^Ulear Mr* 
Mandeville/* says I, " you shall have 
what you please, only let-me beg, that 
if / give it to you, you will not vainly 
fancy that you have the worth of the 
purse 5 how much 1 value it, I^thec 
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dare tell yow, nor any body els*:" he 
shook me by the hand, and wished rae 
good bye, taking with him a mere fan- 
cy seal tliat I had brought from Scot- 
land. 

Any body will suppose that we were 
now seldom without company, but tho 
title I plainly saw had redoubled all 
the attacks of the Twist family, so that 
^t last 1 fairly felt it necessaiy to speak 
tt) Mr. Hargrave about it— As we 
were riding together one day — I see, 
says I," my dear Sir, some things dai- 
ly happen, that I am afraid will some 
time or other occasion misunderstand- 
ings, if not disappointments : I see 
that both at home and at Nicotium 
Castle, expectations are entertained 
that I shall one time or other marry 
Miss Twist ; my good father, I think, 
has partly set his heart upon it, but 
the Twists I am sure, make certain of 
it : — ^it is fit therefore, 1 think, that I 
should openly and explicitly explain 
to somebody, that that match never 
can take place ! Nothing, I think, can 
ever possibly persuade me to marry a 
woman so erroneously and foolishly 
educated : of her person I say nothing. 
If I could love her, I should not care 
A a r^ . 
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about the frame, her soul happened to 
be set in-^but I cannot, He«r father 
is to me little less than an object of 
sovereign contempt, except that i pity 
him, and therefore would go for to do 
him any good. Her mother is a vain, 
•weak, feoitasttcal woman, and after 
this, what can we escpect the daughter ' 
to be, except indeed, I must- observe, 
that it might be otherwise if Miss 
Watson had full sway ; then she migh* 
be something 5 but with a father and 
mother so deplorably ignorant, an an- 
gel of a governess could do nothing, 
I leave it to you, my dear Sir, to make 
this known to my father ; and that I 
may be as ingenuous as possible, I 
wish to add at once, that my heart is 
otherwise engaged, and I think inde- 
libly so." 

Here I stopped ; and Mr Hargrave 
stopped also ; his horse I mean, for 
as yet, he had said nothing ; however, 
after a little recollection, he rode on : 
•* I have listened,** says be, " atten- 
tively to all yoif have said. Young 
men and old men see things so differ- 
ently, that I cannot pretend even to 
guess what your father will say to this : 
I know that he has, as you observe^ 
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partlf set his nmd on four mt^rtymg 
Miss Twist, aud every body else, 1 caa 
safely say expects it. You think oth- 
erwise, but it is foolish^ to fjaincy that 
though you are an heir to a UtLe, three 
hundred thousand pounds are igno« 
miniously to be rejected. I know 
perfectly well that they are at your 
c<»iioiand. One word from yourself 
might forever unite these two noble 
and contiguoua estatea. I am afraid 
you are weak, though I coniess you 
appear strong. Your mouth speaks 
wisely, but I fear your heaitjud<^ea 
foolialily." " My dear Sir," says I, 
^^ say not this, tUl you know more.'* 
** I wish to know more," says he, " I 
wish .to know ail—- 1 should wish to 
know, (but there 1 am sure to be dis- 
appointed) I should wish to knoW) 
1k>w and where your heart is engaged.'^ 
'^ Sir," says I, " you shall not be dis- 
appointed ; I will tell you fairly and o- 
r^nly ; Miss Mandeville is the person 
wish to make my wife, if she will 
have me/' ^^ If she will have you J** 
says Mr. Hargrave— " I suppose you 
pretty well know whether she will have 
you or not J" " Sir,** says I, " I.do not / 
I know po more of Miss Mandeville's 
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priTateseiitimeflU than fcrtirself, but 1 
vfill marry her iilcan** " You^speak 
boldly, young gentleman," said Mr. 
Hargrave, and, I must confess, he ap-» 
peared angry, which I was sorry for. 

From this time we said little z — he 
seemed to be absorbed in thought :-^ 
for my own part I felt relieved* We 
returned to the Hall : and every tlnn|^ 
seemed, for several days, to proceed 
9S usual;^ — My father had been obliged 
to go to London, and, of course, nc^ 
ing could be done till his returns— I 
kept a good deal to myself. — ^Mr. Har- 
grave often came to me, but always 
seemed to behave with much reserve : 
—he even ventured, one day, to spe^k 
slightly of the Mandevilles, so as al« 
most to excite my indignation. 

At length my father returned from 
London, and I knew that in a few days 
every thing would be disclosed ; one, 
two, three and four days passed, be* 
foi*e I observed the smallest alteration : 
on the fifth day, I must confess, I ^r- 
ceived a difference — my father, at din- 
ner, instead of saying— *' What do you 
eat, my dear Bob J?" said, " Robert^ 
what do you eat?" and sometimes* 
(though I think he was absent) caHod 
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jne^SiK ' On tlie sixth day, however^ 
tbe dreads 1 business came out : Mr. 
alkd Mrs. Twist called at the Hall : 
my lather sent for mej and I excused 
myself :— -as soon as they were gone* 
hexame up to my room ; 1 saw pl^n- 
4y Jic was agitated — ^*' I suppose, «Str," 
^says he, you think it a trifling thing to 
make fools of your parents 2" " by no 
anfteabs, Sir,*' says I, "so far from it, 
{that 1 can solemnly declare, nothing 
would go nearer to break my heart 
than to be compelled to do any thing 
that would really distress either my fa- 
ther or my mother." My father loo^.- 
ed ratlier surprised and overcome, and 
I really pitied him : — ^^ you know," 
says he, " Robert^ how much we have 
vbeen led to think, and to hope, and ex- 
f>eet, that an union would, one time or 
other take place between the Twist 
family and our's : our estates are con- 
tiguous : — the joint firofierty would 
be enormouS) and no ex/iense has been 
spared upon Miss Twist's education :" 
" Sir," says I, " I grant it all ; but I 
do not like Miss Twist, and my heart 
is otherwise engaged :'* "^ otherwise 
fngaged /" says my father, " that is 
the worst of it : I might reasonably 
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have indulged you in a choice idiout 
Miss Twist, but to have gone and en- 
gaged yourseli, without consuiti* >g mcy 
to a fieriton quite beneath you^ in such 
an aci ot disrespect and disregard that 
I cannot overiook it" ** Sir," says I, 
'^ somebody must surely have told you 
that i have engaged myself to aomebo'* 
dy quite beneath me^ else you would 
not have said it : '' somebody has told 
me so, undoubtedly," says my father^ 
*' and I do not sci uple to say who^ ber 
cause he did not enjoin me to any se- 
crecy : Mr. Hargrave it was who told 
me ttiat you not unly rejected Miss 
Twist, but that you had engaged your 
heart at least, if not your hand to a t^er-* 
son quite beneath you*' *' Sir," says 
I, '» 1 wonder Mr Hargrave should 
say so, but it is difficult to know friends 
from ibes.** " Mr. Hargrave," says 
my fatner, '^ cannot reasonably be jud- 
ged to be your foe^ because he has 
told me the truth; they may be the 
best friends who do«o at ai^ hazard." 
—^' Sir," says 1, « I should not call 
Mr. Hargrave my foe, had he merely 
told you the truths but when I hear 
that he has told you, that I have fixed 
my affections on v^fiereon quite beneath 
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mcy I think he has no^ told you the 
truth ;"— " that may be, Robert," says 
my father, " as you happen to think s 
a person may appear to Mr. Hargrave 
quite beneath you, whom you, in the 
extravagance of a foolish passion* may 
judge to be your equal" " I cannot 
dispute that. Sir,'* says I, **but still 
my feelings may be acute upon the 
subject, and I ought to be forgiven for 
fancying, at least, that the object of my 
choice is not quite beneath me, as you 
and Mr. Hargrave seem disposed to 
believe :** " that she is really so," says 
my father, " I cannot but believe now, 
more than ever, because, were it not soy 
I think, before this, you would have 
been ingenuous enough to have told 
me who.it was.*' ** Has not Mr. Har- 
grave, then, Sir," says I, " already told 
you ?" " by no means," says my fath- 
er, " he has only informed me, (which 
I fear will go nigh to bring my grey 
hairs with sorrow to the grave) that it 
is some person quite beneath you ;"-*- 
** then, Sir," says I, *' if you are really 
so prepossessed, I almost feei as if I 
should acorn to name her " " You 
seem to speak proudly, young man," 
sa(ys my father: my heart, I must 9on- 
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fess, was almost breaking all this time : 
never had my father, since the day of 
my birth, addressed me in such distant 
terms ; " Sir,*' says I, *' not proudly* 
but honestly ; the woman I have cho- 
sen, is not in my estimation quite be- 
neath me ; far, very far from it ! and 
surely I should speak proudly indeed 
to call her so, if the contrary be the 
truth :** " but why," says roy fether, 
" not boldly name her then at once ?** 
" Sir," says I, '* if you challenge me 
to speak it boldly, your curiosity shall 
be satisfied ;— Miss Mandeville, Sir, 
is the person, and I nonu acorn to con- 
ceal it :** my father ran to the window 
and threw it up ; " Mis8 MandevUle** 
says he : — " Miss Mandeville, Sir," 
says I : he walked up and down the 
room for some time, and at last, turn- 
ing to me,—*' Robert,** says he, " these 
are unpleasant meetings between fath- 
er and son ; and as neither your feel- 
ings nor mine seem to be under due 
command, we had better converse up- 
on this subject another time ;" — so 
saying, he gave me his hand, which I 
most reverently kissed, pres^g it to 
my bosom ; he qiiickjy retiredj and 
left me absorbed in grief. 



I remained alone in my room nearly 
an hour ; — ^I opened it^ and who should 
be there but Mr. Hargrave! — I con- 
|ds8 i shuddered at the sight oi a man) 
'Who, I thought, had so cruelly betray- 
ed me :— says he, " may I come in V* 
—♦'Certainly, Sir,'* says I: — *' I am a- 
irafd," says he, ** your father and you 
have had an unpleasant meeting ;"-— 
^certainly, Sir," says 1, ** not the more 
pleasant, from some cruel mUrefiresen' 
iations that I think have been made to 
him :'• — ^*' I suppose," says Mr. Har- 
grave, ^^ you mean, that I did wrong in 
9peakir)g of Miss Mandeville aus a per- 
son quite beneath you :''—*< I have no 
scruple, Sir,^' says I, '< to assert that 
you did do wrong, because 1 avow it 
to be a gross violation of the truth.—- 
Why is a person of such parentage, 
and education, and singular worth as 
Miss Mandeville can boast, to be ac- 
couhte<l beneath any man^ merely be- 
' cause she has not large worldly endow- 
ments ? — 1 feel, Sir, that you have divle 
me an unkindnesst but by her you have 
a<*ted unjustly s and therefore duhon^ra- 
hly .•—-my heart is full, Sir,and for fearl 
should speak more disrespectfully, I 
"Wish you would have the goodness to 
B b 
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retire ;"-^but I cpuld not get him to 
stir an inch : — on the contrary, he 
seemed to look at me with a cast of 
countenance I by no means liked ; — 
there Ivas a smile upon his face bor- 
dering upon ridicule ; — I could scarce- 
ly command my temper;— when at 
last, to my utter surprise, he took me 
by the arm. — " My young fnend," 
says he, *' how can you be so blind ?** 
— I knew what he meant : — ^" Mine," 
says he, " is a curious situation to stand 
in : — I have disobliged, it appears, both - 
father and son, by the same act, for 
your father has treated rae much liko 
yourself; — he has equaUy accused me 
of deceiving him, and violating the 
truth by speaking so contem/iiuouslyi 
of Miss MandeviUe /"—my heart seem- 
ed to revive a little, but I could not 
yet understand him :— '* Shall I dis- 
close to you," says he, '* the full scope 
of my intentions ?•*— " Sir," says I, 
" for God's sake do, for my present 
suspense is beyond every thing pain- 
fifi."— « Then,*' says he, ^ listen to me 
patiently ; — T have been long enough 
at Grumblethorpe to judge of the gen- 
eral aspect of things : I have long seen 
that it was your father*s wish that you 
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should many Miss Twist, in order to 
^nite two estates lying so contiguoua^ 
and in order the better to support a ti- 
tle which he fancies is to come to him^ 
ivithout any additionaT fortune. — I have 
sefen also, of course, that the Twisty 
have all wished itj and, in my estima- 
tion, done much to force and comfiel 
the match, without much regard to 
your firivate Jeelmga :^^ 'it has been 
my endeavor^ therefore, for some time, 
while I appeared to favor your lathe r*$ 
wishes, (to which I owed every possi- 
ble respect,) to ascertain if I could, the 
exact state of your own sentiments^ and 
I at last, as you know, succeeded ;— 
you explicitly told me all I could wish 
to be made acquainted with :— when I 
ibund that your views and your father*^ 
were so different, I confess, it occa* 
sioned m^ no small embarrassment and 
sorrow, — for I love and esteem you 
both, to a degree that I shall not at- 
tempt to describe ; — finding that your 
affections were really fixed on a per- 
son so truly amiable and reftficctable as 
Miss Mandeville, though without jor^ 
tune or high connections, I judged it 
would be best to awaken your father's 
fears as much as possible ;— even to 
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ran the risk of making him suffer real 
anguish and distress of mind, that when 
the actual truth came to be known, in- 
stead of being a disappointment, it 
might, in fact, be a great reliefs— and I 
am truly happy to say, my plans seem- 
to havcj succeeded ;— for, though I still 
labor under the reproach of both, I an^ 
able to assure you, that after the dread- 
ful suspicions and apprehensions your 
father had been led to entertain, the 
I3ume of Mi88 MandevUle has appeared 
to him like the name of an angel : you 
yourself, could not have more warmly 
resented, than he has done, the slut: 
cast upon her character :— I must now 
return to him, and settle what I havq 
thus put in train, and shall only stop ta 
communicate one other circumstance, 
which is this ; — ^that while I was at 
Edinburgh, and particularly during our 
wintry visit to Aberdeen, I was able to 
ascertain, beyond all possibility of doubt 
that an estate of more than 10,000/./'^ 
annutn^ descends fo your father with 
the title of K.i!p;arnock : it may cost 2^ 
law suit if the parties are weak enough 
to contt'st it, but I am told they will 
not if the papers I have examined and 
secured are known to bje produpible :*' 
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-^-saying this he left me, when I threw 
inyself upon the bed, quite exhausted 
with the conflict I bad to go through ; 
I found means to excuse my appear- 
ance at dinner, and heard no more of it, 
till Mr. Hargrave came up, to me ii\ 
the evening, 

, As soon as he canrie in, he took me 
by the hand : — '' Now,** says he, " my 
dear boy, if you can succeed with Misa 
Mandeville, every thing is settled here 
at home ; your worthy fether seems on- 
ly anxious to repair the injury he fan- 
cies he has done to Miss Mandeville by 
treating her, though only for a mo- 
ment, and while he was even ignorant 
of whom he was speaking, as quite be- 
neath the notice of any man alive, he 
has commissioned me to-moriow, ear- 
ly to speak to her father about it ; but 
I do not see myself, why you should not 
first, in your own person, make known 
your attachment to her ; you are both 
young, and there's no hurry ; if she 
should not happen tol'ke you after all, 
she had better be left to tell you so ; 
as you are quite able to marry her, the 
consulting her father first, would be 
running a risk, perhaps of occasioning 
some othei: sort of bias ; and if she 
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should happen not to like you^ (vrhicb 
I thhik is improbable from what I have 
observed, but if it should be so,) her 
father may be spared a disappointment^ 
by the business going no further :— <- 
therefore if you have no objection I wUl' 
propose it to your family^ that you 
shall be at liberty to make your own; 
addresses, and, perhaps we may have, 
it in our power to produce another a- 
greeable surprise, when we commimi- 
oate the matter hereafter to Miv Man- 
devDle.** F quite assented to what he* 
said, cont^ually expressing to him the • 
sense I had of his most friendly inter- 
ference. 

The next morning when I arose, ev- • 
ery thing seemed to smile around me, 
my father, mother, and sister received 
me at breakfast, as though /had been * 
making sacrifices to oblige i/te?nj rather , 
than exacting any sacrifices on their 
part, to gratify my own wishes :— after T 
breakfast, my father took me aside for' 
a few minutes :— " Bob," says he, " I - 
hope we never shallhave such another : 
dispute as we had yesterday ; — it is not • 
my intention to renew it ; but to satis- 
fy my own feelings, 1 beg to say, that 
sooner than have wilfully spoken with 
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any contempt of Miss Mandeville, I 
-would freely have renounced the gift of 
speech forever. Whether you marry 
her or not, I must explicitly declare 
Hiat 1 most solemnly beg her pardon.** 
—My heart was too full to answer : — 
he tokl me he believed it would be ne- 
cessary for him to go into Scotland 
iHth Mr. Hargrave, to see after some 
property which he was coi^inced ought 
to come to him, with the title he had 
inherited, and which might, probably, 
be recovered : — ^*' I hope,** says he, " it 
^Wttdo you no harm to be a little rich- 
er hereafter, if I thought it would, I 
would stay where I am, for, '^ there is" 
as the wise King of Judah saith, '< a 
Bore evil) which I have seen under the 
sun** (and who indeed hath not ?) — . 
^ namely^ riches he fit Jor the owners 
thereof to their hurtP We returned 
to the breakfiast room. 

My poor mother would, by this time, 
I believe, have freely resigned all the 
Kilgamock honors and estates, she was 
so thoroughly disturbed at the thoughts 
of my father's going into Scotland, and 
-without her : she wished all the old 
deeds and papers that Mr. Hargrave 
had poked out of their lurking places^ 
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during his abode in Scotland^ at the 
bottom of the sea, or, at best, like tne 
poor comfihUenaiaTi manuacript8^{yi)xid[!i 
\i'\\\ never be found again to settle any 
diafiutesy) sold to a Rockei'inaker j^r- 
she threvir out man}r hints, that to go 
such a long journey upon the mere 
chance of recovering a disputed hiher- 
itance, when, perhaps, the very fatigues 
of the journey might prevent one's liv- 
ing to enjoy it, was, at best, a very 
foolish speculation ; — in short, I verily 
think, that in her own heart, she woul4 
most willingly have relinquished, not 
only what had already come to us, bm 
every acre of the Tai/'and- Tumble 
property, aye, — and the earldom it^lf 
into the bargain, if it could have been 
had, sooner than that my father should 
have slept one night from home ; but 
such a Jong" journey without her, was 
beyond every thing dreadful to her feel- 
ings : — ^^inna,'* she would say," are 
ao different from one' a own houaea^smd 
chamber-maida are so careleaa^ and 
there is such a hazard of damfi beda, 
and you may have bad weather^ and the 
J\/brih is so much keener than the 
South, and it is such ^^ horrible way off^ 
and if you should bet^, who is there to 
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itune you, and how will you get back, 
and there's no medical man that you 
^▼e any coitfidence hi, and you may be 
detamed longer than you expect ^ and 
hav^ great vexation^ and not succeed 
vfief ally aiid lose all your labor, be- 
^des the exfiemte and trouble of your 
journey, and there is such robbing on 
the road^ and those fout-fiad fclloivk 
have got so deafierate and autl ;"— 
imd thus would she run on enumera- 
ting such an endles catalogue of dread- 
fill contingencies, that, for my own pai-t, 
I almost wondered that my father had 
the courage even to think of going ;— 
I never, I must confess, in the course 
of my whole life,8aw my mother so near- 
ly in what the world calls a complete fret ; 
but, TMnks^i'to-tnysel/, ^^Honores mut- 
ant M>re«/'-that is, (ladies) as one of the 
Morea archly replied to one of the 
Rutland family, who had slandtrred 
him by an application of the Latin to 

his particular elevation, ^^ Honor a 

change ifefanner*."— *-Till my poor 
mother became a Peeress, she was the 
sweetest tempered woman in the world, 
but this going to look irftcr the Tay- 
C c 
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and'Twnble property, soured her sad- 
ly, at least for the time. 

I have no manner of doubt now, but. 
that the very calmest, and most dispas- 
sionate of my readers, is all impatience , 
to know how I made love to Emily af- 
ter the unqualified permission 1 had re- 
ceived from my Lord and Lady Kil' 
gamochy so to do: — ^but, really and 
truly, making love, is such a ridicu- 
lous business, esfiecially where one is 
actually in earnest y that after writing it 
all out at length, fact after fact, just as 
it happened, taking up near forty or 
fifty pagesf I have determined to strike 
it all out again, and not let you know a 
word about k ; — besides, it was all 
managed so out of the common course 
of things, that I don't like any body 
else should learn my way of conduct- . 
ing those matters ; for, if a Clod-fiole 
could succeed so well with it, what 
would the artful and designing make of 
it ? — I think I have done very hand- 
somely to let you know so much about 
my bumftinga^ while the matter hung 
in suspense : — I do not believe one 
lover out of a hundred, would thus 
have confessed to you, what odd feel- 
ings love produces.— I have no objec- 
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lion to tell you, how it was all discov- 
ered to Mr. and Mrs. Mandeville, but 
first I must advert to other things. 

Mrs. and Miss Twist were forever 
calling, you may be sure, after the arri- 
val of the title, not to ask where it came 

Jromj so much as to take care where 
it should go to J and I tliink it would 
have done any body's heart good to 
have heard how Mrs. Twist did belady- 
ahi/t my poor mother :— the Honorable 
Bob had now received full permission 
to be as little in this particular compa- 
ny, as his Bobehifi^ in his discretion, 
should choose, so that as far as the 
common rules of civility would admit, 
I generally got out of their way 2-<-I 
had, to the best of my abilities, so inva- 
riably alight edy rather than encouraged^ 
the advances of both mother and daugh- 
ter, that I felt no hesitation about the 
conduct I was pursuing :— sundry en- 
gagements were proposed, but all in 
vain: — ^my mother indeed had a fair 

' excuse for declining them, while my 
father's journey to Scotland was in ag- 
itation. 

In the mean time, my visits to the 
Vicarage were frequent; — hoitf fre- 
quent I won't tell you, for if I should) 
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you would find out how long I was in 
gaining Emily*s heart, which is a thing 
I don't want any body to know ; — for 
if it should seem to be a very long job, 
you will think I was dull and stupid, 
and if it should turn out to have been a 
very short job, people tha^ don't know 
my dear Emilys may fancy she was too 
willing and forward I — however, I be^ 
lieve, I ^omised to tell you how the 
whole bu^ness was made known to 
Mr. and Mrs. Mandeville, and so now 
you shall have it.— 

One day in the month of February, 
{not far from the fourteenth^ Mr. Har- 
grave and myself called at the Vicarage^ 
and found upon the table a heap of 
painted Valentines^ which ha4 been 
given to the young folks to send to their 
cousins, &c. — They were covered, as 
you may well suppose, with hearts^ 
and darta^ and cufiid's and true -lover* 9 
knotSi and spite of one's teeth, brought 
love into one's mind :— Mr. Hargrave 
had much to say upon the subject, and 
filled up many of the papers for them 
with abundance of ludicrous versesr^ 
all in the true cant style of those ele- 
gant compositions,—- such as,—* 
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** Uatte» my Love, and come awa/« 
^'This is Hymen s holiday.*' 



'* 'Tis your s this present to improve, 

It's worih depends on you ; 
A trifle )f you do not love, 

A treasure if you do." 

Which, by the bye, is almost pretty e- 
nough to send to any body, though it 
has been so hacked about, — but this 
don't signify : — I had got nothing but 
Valentine and love in my head when I 
came away from the house, but as / 
never had a afiark of fun in me, I could 
do nothing but write very gravely up- 
on it.*— On the morning of the four- 
teenth, I found means, ^mind, I don't 
tell you how, but I found means, I 
say,) toTiave the following lines laid 
upon Emily's pillow: — ^if any body 
should say, close to her damask chepk, 
I can't help it: — as I had a pretty knack 
at drawing, I ornamented it with a lich 
wreath of roaea^ entvfined with certain 
other flower ay famed for their clo<ic 
connection with such exploits, such as 
love and idleneaa^ heart*a eaae^ ladder 
to heaven^ lorda and ladies^ love in a 
miaty none ao firetty^ true love of Can^ 
adaf and dachelor^a buttona ;— I would 
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have every body begin to cry, the lines 
are so truly pathetic: — if they don't 
serve to convince you that I was sin- 
cerely and deeply in love, you have no 
feeling at all ; you are a block ofmar^. 
bic^ ami have no business to read them. 
I dare say, you'll think they'll never 
come ; — well, here they are then ;— 

What is a Valentine?— Amelia !— say ; 
Is i t a /wer of a single day ? 
Is ii a trijier who yrnhfiame and dart, 
Oi painted paper, £eeks to win your heart ? 
Is it ihc favonie of a morning glance t 
Met with by accident, and seen by chance ? 
If so, / am not one to serve your turn, 
With r\ryfaUe flames or ardor do /burn ! 
In nojictifioiti sorrows do / deal, 
It is no plaything pabsion that / feel ! 
Device I've noiic, my tenderness to prove. 
Without Device, in scbei truth, /love ! 
In short, though much I wish that I were 

thine, > 
I cannot wish to be your Valentine / 
To lovet and be btlived, tor one short day J 
I willbe Youa'sybrc^er/— if I may !— 

Now let the verses be bad or good» 
it plainly amounts to a regular offer : I 
don't believe that any of the lines are 
an inci) too long, or too short, but if 
they were, it would be wicked to alter 
them, for they arc reaily genuine : they 
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came, besides, from the heart, not th^ 
head^ and the heart won't be put out 
of its way by your dactyls and spon- 
dees ; besides, it did the business^ and 
that's enough ; for, as soon as ever the 
breakfast at the Vicarage was over, up 
comes Mr. Mandeville, again, not to 
me^ but to Mr. Hargrave. 

" Mr. Hargrave," says he, " I nmst 
desire that you will, as soon as possible, 
interfere to put an end. to these things. 
It is not long since I endeavcM^d,. my- 
self, to hint, as plainly as I could, to 
Mr, Dermont^ that I could not suffer 
my daughter to receive any attention 
from him, beyond such as might pass 
between two old play-mates : I trust, 
it is an act of indiscretion only, and 
therefore, I beg of you peremptorily, 
_ to put a stop to it ; Emily is a good 
girl, and I don't like that she should bo 
made to fall into a mistake that may be 
fatal to her happiness; she is very 
young, and cannot be supposed to know 
so well as I do, how impossible it is, 
that she should ever become the v>ife 
of Mr. Dermont ; — it is my business 
therefore Xo firoteci^ her ; I beg you 
will return this copy of verses to Mr. 
Dermont^ and, tell him, kow sorry I 
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should be to foibid him coimng to a 
house^ which) on every other accotinf, 
ougttt to be moat often to him. Mrs. 
Mandeviile is quite as much dfetr^ssed 
about it as myseU^ and therefore it 
must be put an end to.** ' ** 1 will cei*- 
tainly do it," says Mr. Har^ve, " if 
^u desire it ;** ** I do denre it moat 
iomeatly**^ says Mr. Mandeviile ; «* o«- 
ly put yourself in my situation, Mt. 
Hargrave, and i am sure ydu wHl see 
^e jMPoprie^ of my conduct ;** " My 
dear Sir,'* says Mr. Hargrave, " you 
have fallen upon the only difficulty that 
embarrasses me ; — ^I do put myself in 
your situation so completely, that I 
scarce know why I am to act as yott 
tell me. Being of the same profession, 
I must have some feeUtig^s in common 
with you, of comse. I am not marri- 
ed, to be sure, nor am I a father, but 
upon such an occasion, I cannot help 
fancying Uiat 1 aro^o^A / and there- 
fore, though i promise to do what you 
desire* if you wige it, yet 1 c onfess, that 
I tMnfc Mi. Dermont is almost old e- 
Bongh to judge foe himself, and I hope^ 
wise enough to judge discreetly, even 
in a concern where many certainly do 
Uunder and mistake : I feel for^tm, 
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: cettaMyy but I can f%el for others too, and 
I will firankly declare, that if / were the 
father of a daughter, as beautiful) and 
(^lat is ten thousand times more) as 
iFirtuous, and as weU brought up, as 
your^s^ I should think her worthy of the 
greatest man in the reahn^ if he chose 
to fix his affections upon her :*' " l*his 
may all appear very kind, Mr. Har- 
grave," says Mr. Mhndeyille, *' and ve- 
ry complimentary, but I am not suc*i 
an idiot as to fancy we live in a golden 
age ; w^here virtue and goodness are 
to be reckoned of so gveat: account as 
ti>eaith or fOpUy ; if you 'wilfr'prt)dace 
me a single instance of a- poor, but vir- 
tuous woman, or of a poor, iut very 
worthy man, without g^eat connections, 
being very cordially received into any 
noble family^ then I should be more ea- 
sy, because I have na hesitation in say- 
ing, that I firmly believe, that if any m- 
dividuals of the nobiU^a|^ capable of 
such true greatness^ ^^Mt ^^^ Lady 
Kilgarnock are the wiP^ersons ; — 
but, since the current of things, in pren- 
eral, is so contrary, I will not do them 
so great an unkindness as to expect It 
of them ;— I had rather run no risk ;— - 
I wish Mr. Dermont happy, but I wBJ 
' D d , , 
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i»>t ba^e ndf dang^ter estpoaed td tlm 
chance of beiag rejectedy beaides other 
dkappcttfitnienta." 

'< LordKilgarnock," aays Mr. Har- 
^ve, ^ haa. really an high opinion of 
your daughter, Mr. Mandeviile ;'*-~- 
" Sir,'* aays Mr. Maftderillc, « it «wf- 
nof be ofherwiae^ if Ae knew her only 
half so well as /do, but Loird ELIK 
garnock knovfs better than to choose 
Atr for a vfife for Aw «(m ."*— « I aee," 
says Mr. Hargrave, ^ it is vain to 
argue the matter with you, Mr. Man* 
deTUie^and ihaj^I mustrei^ly be under 
the becesdty ofreturning this paper to 
Mr. Dermont, though I know I ahall 
run the risk i^ disturbing him greatly 
in dcnng so;"— **ife Sir," saya Mr. 
MandenUe,(witb much warmtli,) ^' you 
are «o qfraid of disturUng his feelings, 
give it back to me, and i will put it uh 
to his own hands, to be sure ot iti"— — 
^ you Bdistal^mc, Sir,*' sa3ra Mr. Har- 
grave, <^ I tt^p Mr. Dermont israo/^ 
and «tnrfreipKttached to your daugh* 
ter, and that this paper contiuns no un^ 
truth /* — ^^ then, Mr. Hargravc,'* says 
Mr. Mandeyille, "" if that be so, it be- 
hoves you the more to interpose, to 
save ^Kmr/if^/bt^fromadisappotntBtent, 
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stiU wwfe:** ^^*I see, Sir,** says 

Mr. Uargrave, ^ you are gettbg ex- 
taromely^ warm, and L wiU argue with 
5P0U no longer ;— I can only say, / vnll 
no/return this paper to M^. Dermoiu i 
-^he sent it to Miss Mandevilie, and it 
k therefore het^a y-*-but you tell me^ 
Mr. Mandeville, t^t Mm. MandrviUe 
Buffers mu^ about it, pray then. Sir, 
present my compliments to Aer, and 
tell her, that if she can but bring her- 
self to consent to its being a match, / 
have fully secured that of Lord and 
Lady IRlgamock y^^jGVi asked me, 
Mr. Mandeville, to produce but one in- 
stance of a floor (I mean unendowed) 
but virtuous yotatg woman, without 
hi^h connections^ being cordially re- 
ceived into a noble family, and I now 
produce one : — Lord uid Lady Kilgar- 
nocKi so far firom being averse froai 
this match, would resent nothing more^ 
than to be thought insenuble of Miss 
MandevUle*s worM ;-*-*you are now 
cau^^ht in your own trap ;— -you cannot 
how refuse to return this |)aper t6 Miss 
MandevUle : I think she values it \^^ 
if she really does not, then I will fir om^ 
ise you to take it backy but if she does^ 
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the business is settied, and I am |»roud 
and happy to tell you so.'*— Hin Man- 
deville was greatly surprised, and not 
very capable of answerinfl^, which Mr. 
Hargraye perceiving, — ^^ I wish," si^s 
he, ^* you would let me call upon you 
thb evening, and I will talk to you more 
upon the subject ;— at pres&niU only 
deliver my message to Mra, Mande^ 
ville,'*' — So saying, (as he told me him- 
self>) he almost pushed ^ Mr. Mande>* 
ville out of the house. In the evening 
he took care to go there in good time, 
9od everything was settled.— The next 
morning, as soon as my motlier knew 
what had passed, she drove to the Vi^ 
carage^ and had a long conversation 
with Mrs. Mandeville, much to the 
satisfaction, I verily believe, of ail par- 
ties. 

But as it was now almost necessary 
to make the matter known, for fear the 
Twists bhould bewilder themselves too 
much, it became a great debate among 
us, how it should be made known, fiar- 
ticularly and immediatelijy as it were, 
to them. After various debates a]y)Qt 
it, in whicli my father proposed jibout 
ten different expccUents, my,mother» 
sisster, and myself, probablyi as many, 
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severally and respectiyely, we veiitur" 
ed to mention it to Mr. Hargrave : 
** My stars," says he, " how can you 
have any diffictUty about it ? I'll man- 
age it .directly I'* So be took his hat, 
»nd went straight to Mrs. Fidget 'r— *ie 
pretended to be merely payiig one of 
those delightful debts called a morning 
vi^iV,— ^and, in the course of conversa" 
Hon^ as it were, introduced the subject, 
as follows:— -"I suppose you have 
beard the report that is about the coun- 
try ?** " report of tvAat ?'* says Mrs. 
Fidget : — " I am sorry for poor Miss 
Twist,'* says he — " Miss J'Ti.u^l'says 
Mrs. Fidget, « what of her j?"~'' Up- 
on my word,'* says Mr. Hargrave, " I 
ought not to have mentioned her name 
—I cannot think how I ||me to men- 
tion it ; pray don^i say a word about 
Miss Twiit — only I thought it mi^he 
concern her ;" " TVhat might ccnceni 
her .?" says Mrs. Fidget. *' The re- 
port I mean," says Mr. Harjjravc ;-r. 
*' What refiort ?'* says Mrs. Fidget.— 
^' Why, that Mr. I^obeit Dermont is 
gwg to marry Miss Mandevilie :*'-*- 
" Miss Mande-viUk I ! .'" exclaimed 
. Mrs. Fidget, and) as I am told, she 
lifted up her eyes and her hands so 
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high, that they h«d liked to have stuck 
there, and never come down again :— 
*< Mi88 Mandeville ! ! 1" she repeated ; 
**Ycs, Mum MmdevUle^*' says Mr. 
Hargrave ; ** but pray dtm*t tell the 
Twi9t9 .-" <* JVot //• says Mrs. Fidg*- 
et, ^^Ivould noi tdl themfar the worW* 
"^^ No, pray don't teU rAww," says Mr. 
Hargraye, ^ I quite dread their hear- 
ing of it ;— -it would be quite truel and 
unkind to acquaint them with it at all 
abruptly, for I am confident they thor- 
oughly expected him to marry Mua 
Twist.'* — ^' Made gwite certain of k, 
you may depend upon it,?' says Mrs. 
Fidget, with no small agitation.— 
• Therefore^* says Mr. Hargrave, ♦ they 
will, I fear, be sadly disappointed, and 
I should be^rry to be the first peraoa 
to have even to hint it to them :''— •• 
*« To be sure," says Mrs. Fidget, '* they 
will be Jinely dita/ifiointed indeed /-—I 
can't guess how they'll bear it : I fiitf 
those who will have to communicate it 
to them Jirst especially to Mrs. Twist, 
whose temper {between Jne^ids) is not 
the roost goveniable one in the WQ||d i 
how she will conduct herself upon the 
occasion, I have no idea,"—" I suppose, 
however, it won't be lc«jg," says Mr. 
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Hargtwc, **bdbre they do hear of it> 
for though you and / could not Jind a 
heart to tctt them, Mrs. Fidgety yet I 
daro say, you know there are kind 
neighbors enough to be found, who 
woukl commumcate it in all its cir- 
cum^ances as soon as they hear it."— 
'^ True indeed,*' says Mrs. Fidget, *' a 
secret of that nature is not long in 
travelling round a neighborhood ;" but 
dbe now began to be so restless, and so 
incapable of sitting still any longer, that 
Mr. Hargrave prepared to take his 
leave : " Pray remembar," says she, 
** my dear Madam, not to say a word 
about it to the 7W«/«."— Mrs. Fidget 
called for her cloak :— >' Pray let «*, at 
least, keep the secret JMUi them as 
Jong as we can." Mr^Bdget was 
very impatient for ht^^onnet and 
glorvea : " I shciilkl not, however, won- 
der if they knew it by this time,'* says 
Mr. Hargrave, as he was parting from 
her, which so quickened the valedic- 
tions of Mrs. Fidget, that had slie ab^ 
ruptly turned him out of the house, she 
co|||d not well have more visibly shown 
how much she wished him to be gone -: 
at last, they separated ; but scarcely 
bad Mr. Harn^ve reached the first 
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stile^ when, upon tumkig round, (oot 
altogether by accident and undesigned- 
ly, but through a certain fireaentiment 
which the reader probably anticipates,) 
he saw Mrs. Fidget walking very 
much quicker than usual, and much 
beyond her natural strength, in the di- 
rection^ as 9traiffht aa a line could be 
drawn, towards Mcotktm Caatle, where 
she arrived, ready to drop, just about 
the time that Mr. Hargrave returned 
to the Hall. 

From the report that she very soon * 
afterwards made of her visit, (for when 
done, nothing could exceed her care 
to hav^ it universally known, that ske 
was the very identical person that^r^ 
told the TjB^s the secret that so near- 
ly touche^^Km,) from her reporti I 
say, it a^^ared, that Miss Twist 
seemed little affected by it, but that 
Mrs. Twbt had so little command of 
herself, ^hat the moment she heard it, 
she exclaimed,-^" Then Ma'am, if it 
be so, Mr. Dermont richly deserves to 
be hanged !"— -J'Aiwitfi-j./o-mi/sdy; 
when I heard it, no doubt, quii^ as 
much as Tom Dash himself, who shot 
the father of nine children for refuting 
to driak a profane toe^ S^h&wever, 
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the factreally was, — that Mrs. Twist, 
undoubtedly, feh in her own mind, that 
£ihorovigh\y did deserve to be handed : 
—not that she had a word more to al- 
ledge against me (though all her 
neighbors, of course, were inquiring 
about it from morning to night.) be- 
. yond her own fancies iind aufi/iiciona. 
— ^^ What, did not hft make a fornial ' 
offer to her,*' says one. — Did'nt he 
make her a solemn promise ?" says 
another. — ^*' Didn't he apply for a spe- 
cial license V* says a third. — " Were 
not the wedding clothes ordered ?" 
fiays a fourth.-*-" No, indeed," says 
Mra. Twist, " he made no offer, no 
promise, he applied for no license, ke 
'Ordered no clothes, but, «k he richly 
dtdcrvea to be hanged ^^/MU that j--^ 
though, indeed, (she would generally 
add,) I am by no means sure^ that Mr. 
Twist would have allowed him to mar- 
ry our daughter if he had made an of- 
fer, for he is but a mean-looking youth 
after all, though he is to be a lorcf, and 
>iih title^ when it comes to him, is but 
a Stotch one, and of the lowest degree 
of all, as I have been told, and Mr. 
' Twist, I know, is resoh^d^ in his own 
mind^ never to let Grizilda, marry be- 
E c ' , , 
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low Btich a Lordy as wili Tnake iiistt - 
grand daughters laditt /'* 

" I wonder," «cy* il/r». Fidgety (I 
heard this from another of her neigh- 
bors, who promised not to say a word 
about It,) ** 1 wonder," says she, " Mra. 
Twist, that you can call him ^ a mean 
looking youth : Z have alvfays parties 
ularly thought myself^ that, indepen- 
dent of his title, hi^fierson wnd talents 
were quite sufficient to recommend 
him to any young woman, rich or poorj 
noble, or i|;noble : besides, the estate^ 
are so contiguous^ that no match could 
have been so suitable and desirable, it 
must be confe^»d, and as for his ^art)' 
ny^ he mightHasily, with such a for- 
tune as thji^ould have had togetheti 
have beei^Bde an Earl or a Marqtdji 
or perha^^X>Mitt /—Who knows ! I 
was ftadly qftmdit would vex you, and 
therefore was very loath to come and 
tell you ;. only I thought you would 
i-ather hear it first from a Jriendy than 
from any more indifferent person ; if 
it were at all a doubtful matter, if there 
were still the least chance of his mar- 
rying your daughter^ I should have 
waited patiently^ and, on no account 
have run the risk of disturbiog j^axp 
S 
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feenngs unnecessarily, bat I had it 
from 3ie very first authority, from Mr. " 
Hargrave himself, indeed, who came 
to me^ so full of it, and seemed to fiUy 
poor Mi$» TwUt so much, that he 
could talk of nothing else all the while 
he was with me.'* 

" Pity poor Miss^ Twisty indeed," 
says Mrs. Twbt I I ! " I rfo beg and 
entreat that he will keep his pity to 
hinjself ;— /ifVy Miss Twist I— pity our 
daughter ! ; — pity the heiress of these 
wide domains, because she is not to 
marry a poor Scotch baron ! ! poor, 
t may well call him, for 1 am told he 
gets nothing with his title but his great 
grand&theJps pictttrejjand a family 
watch ; pity poor Mt^TTivist indeeifH 
-^I wonder, Mrs. ;fidg|*yoa could 
feuffer such a low fellow To talk so in 
your presence." " Indeed my dear 
madam," rejoins Mrs. Fid<et, " I did 
not feel inclined to stop him, because 
he seemed truly and most sincerel»4o 
feel for the cruel diaa/ifiointment pmlr 
daughter, (as he thought) w^s about 
to suffer, elscj indeed^ I shoi^ have 
thought it infiertinent, as you say, for 
such a low^fcin to have nretended to 
pity your daughter ; for, though I be- 
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Jieve bim to be a good man in his wajr, 
every body knows, undoubtedly, that 
some of his ancesftors were no better 
than dealers in drugt^ that is, in muff^ 
or tobaccoj or some such filth !" 

Thus did these two amiable ladies^ 
as I am informed, conduct themselves 
towards each other, upon this memo- 
rable occasion. Mrs. , Fidget never 
rested talking about it, till it was 
known all over the country ; and the 
more Mrs. Twist scorned to be fiiUed^ 
the more Mrs. Fidget insisted upon 
feeling for her. 

Miss Mandeville was now a frequent 
guest at the Hall, and my father and 
mother seemed to get every day more 
fond of her. Captain Charleville wad 
also continuity with us, so that we 
made a lar^ femily pafty. My fath- 
er's journey in ScoOand, however, 
seemed to become every day more in- 
evitable, so that my poor mother was 
^SM low, and little capable of enjoy- 
iWiierself so much as would other- 
\mi% have been the case. 

Mr. Twist appeared to be too much 
engrossed with hj^ dflgs and hor- 
ses, to care much Mkii&uflBe business. 
On one account, he iWS^thcr glad 
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than sorry, at the course of things, 
namely, because it produced a greater 
shyness than ever between his family 
and the Maude villes, so as to render it 
/lijs^hly reasonable in his opinion, that he 
should totally and entirely give ufi 
going to church, which he had certain- 
ly never done hViterto^ except as a sort 
of compliment and condescension to 
Xh^family at the Vicarage ; he now 
easily determined in his own mind, that 
his visits there might be altogether dis- 
flensed with^ and that henceforth, with- 
out the smallest let or hindrance, Sun- 
day might be quite as much hu own 
as any other day in the week ; this 
gave him great content ; " Bob Der- 
mont may have the sermonizing and 
psalm-singing to himself^ now*' says 
he, " for me, I'll let him my whole 
pew for sixpence a year, and give him 
all the prayer-books and kaaaocka into 
the bargain : they are none of your oldj 
rotten, indented, vformeaten commodi- 
ties, I promise you, but all as good as 
new, though they have been there 
these ten years : knee never touched 
one of them yet, to the best of my 
knowledge, savipg and excepting, per- 
hrps, Saint Watson*^ ,•" (tneanfcg the 

Digitized by Google 



230 TMnke^I'-tO'myself. 

Governess ;) — and I fancy indeed Mr. 
Twist was perfectly correct ; for the 
truth isy— 'they generally sat close up 
in the different comers df the pew, en- 
gaged in reading novels, sleeping> or 
making fun of all that was going for- 
ward J I must sayi however, they had 
the decency to sit up «© close in the cor- 
ners, that nobody could see what they 
were about ; neither the parson nor the 
clerky nor the churchwardens^ nor the 
sexton^ nor one of the singers^ nor any 
of the people up in the gallery ; in fact, 
only God Almighty I ! ! ■ rhinks' 
I'tO'tnyself^ — ftossibly^ Hk saw them 
all the while ; in the church, and oui of 
the church, most likely ; in the corn* 
ers of the said pew, as much as in the 
very middle of it ! 

Twist's common practice was to 
kee/i Sunday for travelling, — The road 
on that day, he would say, was so un* 
incumbered with carts and waggonsy 
that he was determined never Xojour^ 
ney on any other day in the week but 
that^ if he could possibly help it;— 
and surely he was right ; for, certainly 
waggons and carts, with the dust they 
make in ^mmer, and the splashing 
they make in winter^ and the certsdnty 
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of bebg always in the way, whether 
you meet them or come behind them, 
are most intolerable nuisances ; — you 
may say what you will of their utiliiy 
in carrying com^ or hay or tumifia or 
carrots^ into the metropolis, or bring- 
ing manure out of it, but it cannot be 
denied, that to auch travellers as Twisty 
they are shocking impediments ; and 
I must take upon me to say, that any 
gentleman or nobleman^ who is as rich 
as Twist, and has as much command 
of his time, and as much courage, 
cannot do better tlian adopt his plan : 
^•^-double turnfiikea need not stop 
such travellers:—! confess, I know 
nothing that can render it at all ob- 
jectionable, except the fourth com- 
MANDMENT ; Mfl/, I vcTy Well know, 
bids us, to '^ keep holy the -Sabbath 
day,** and not only to do no manner of 
work in it ourselves, but not to let our 
sons, or our daughters, or our mew 
servants or our nuud-servants, to do a- 
ny ;— no, nor our cattle, or even thd 
stranger that happens to be within our 
gates ;— but, since travelling' implies, 
in the very definition of the word, a 
quitting of Aome, and, of course, all the 
raations above enumerated, whether 
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the commandment can fioisibli^ be^in-^ 
tended to firei^nt o\iv com/ielling, or- 
bribing or seducing other fieople^a son^ 
and daughters men-servants^ and maid 
servants, cattle and strangers to wocfeT 
On the Sabbath, nay, lo do any manner^ 
of work that the rich may choose to^ 
call upon them to do, I leave to bcf 
settled and determined by all those 
who may wish and desire to avail them-*- 
selves of the convenience of an unin- 
cumbered road. — 1 confess, I have of- 
ten considered the point myself an4 
shall candidly confess, that 1 think 
NOT 1 indeed, I am so much persua- 
ci<jd of this, that rich as I now an^, I 
actually never dare to travel on a Sun- 
day, except in a case of absolute an4 
imiispensable necessity :•— -so far, | 
must confess, our neighbor Twist was 
a man of more j/ifn7 ond resolution than 
cither my father or wyilf//-— -he did 
hot seem to care a fig for the fouith 
ipommandment, and therefore stood upj- 
on no sort of ceremony about violating 
it, not only by encouraging and promo- 
ting all the unhallowed work I speal^ 
(if, robbing and depriving inen, cattle;, 
and strangers, of the rest God would 
have given them,, but by keeping the 
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Sabbath as UN-bolf as he cotdd keep it, 
and temiidng and forcing others con- 
tintudly to do the same. 

There was another thing of which 
Twist was exceedingly fond ^-^I mean 
btPimg upon ail sorts of erents :-^i 
}iave already mentioned his bet with 
Lord , on Bob Gnbbios and Big 

Beelzebub 3— -if any body had but of- 
fered him the wager^ he would have 
bettedy I make no doubt, that he would 
find a ^ cameP* " that wouidgo through 
the eye of a needle ;'*— and indeed I 
wonder, that atncmg the many bets 
sought out and invented, by the sport- 
mg and gambling speculators of the 
day, thu has never been attempted,-^ 
for, should \tever be attended with ^uc 
eeaiy (the torture and agonie$ of the 
squeezed camel need ne-ver stand in the 
way I) it would seem to follow, as a 
matter of course, that it woukl he quite 
as feasible for such sort of " rich*' 
follows as Twist and his associates, to 
get to heaven;— which, lam afraid, 
will continue as problemadcai as ever. 
If things happen to iM*oceed just as they 
now do. 

- Of matches against time also, (as 
they are called,) Twist was equally 
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fond^-oNow these ajre^ oompatattv^ 
well enough ;— becauiC) thougb pei^ 
haps in the course of eveiy year, a 
numbelr of usefiil mkI janectot ttiiimals 
imay get havassed and tomentadout tf 
their tiveS) yat' th^eianadiffieuH^r m 
determiniDg who vnn» and iftio, /atatt; 
*— hot) laatches agatast luntftiNtTY) (bf 
which I understand all -fiaatchea) that 
wayy on account of the cruelty ^ prttfi^ 
gacy xsfoUy attending theai^ be takca 
aecoYHit of HaaBAVVBH, ave certaio^ 
very silly, because,'for what we eili 
ever know, in thia iBortal stage of o«r 
lives, the greatest wintwr^ ttmy be iIm 
greatest loser ^er aU J TwiBt« him* 
aelf, absolutely killed two beautiM 
(wadfavcfife J) ponies at Hm very work 
and yet be thought be «iioy^>' ■ i .^bwt 
T'hinka'-j'tO'tnyBel/, perhttfi9^ alter bS^ 
he ioBi / for ^^ the race u nt ai^o^y* to 
swifi ;**«— ^ there ia a time to gH^ and 
a time to lose ,•" the merciful man do^- 
eth good to his awn sotil, but he that 
is cruel troubleth Ms own flesh. 

I am wiUiQ)^,.howiei«er, to hope and 
believe, that Twiist waanot m his heavt 
ti professed gambler, A certain degieee 
of seif-deluaion bid ii>om his view&tb 
''he profligacy and danger of tmost 6f 
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bis occopadons and pursuits, but I am 
ntker ani|iofU9 to record it of him, that 
lie waft not, as i si^d before, iiftrofsB^ 
mtd gmne9ter4 He would take a bet 
wlieii-offtnitdy and he would play with 
ttioae wlio were accustomedto play, but 
k» did not gooQt of his way to seduce 
the ^tm^ and unamfoectmg ; to take 
advantage of the ignorant and unskil" 
Jkif he did not go the length of wan- 
tonly making hdv^c qf the fieaee off am* 
flNkf»— ^< wrkiging the heart of the fond 
irife, the helpless ot^han,the aged par- 
eniCy by effi^dng the rapid and ihstan* 
t»ieous rulfi dp those to whom they 
look^ for support and comfort.'* He 
was^ not such a villain as this- a- 
nhpunls to. Ihare, on the contrary, 
moFetban once-heafd htm declare, that 
he would go farlo save any ^uth from 
the 9naf^» that are laidhfr them at ^ 
gmmmg^mble^ and to prevent their ta- 
king ^efir^ Btefi into that gulf of Ac^r- 
nor and de^knr, A professed and sys- 
tematic gambler he ever regarded as a* 
wretch too base to be entitled to the 
oemmon rights and privileges of soci- 
ety: be knew, indeed, much of their 
dfsgfaoefol and pemleious habits and^ 
piUGtiaes, 4uiviHg himftlf nearly fidlen 
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a victim to ^ir treacherous, sododiTC, 
and base arts in bis early days 4 a cir- 
curostance which always appearod to 
* have macde a partictfto impi^suoa on 
his.mind, and whichy though it had not 
the happy effect of tumkig him away 
entirely from such irrational and l»z« 
ardous pursuits^ yet made him oota- 
sionally feel, and even trciiobler for oth- 
•ers, who were not in the way to know 
(what he knew) of the barbaroM9 der 
cepdone^ low cunningi tete dkei^UM of 
habitual gatnetters, and how Ikble the 
youngy the ignorant^ and the umvfory 
ate to be drawn into that sad vortex oi 
dhsipation and ruin. What a pity that 
he could not have gotten few atifpa far- 
ther, and seen the fotty ami conupt 
ttfhdency of his own mid^ of life» and 
that of moat of hta associates I feir iad 
examfiie may, and often does^aa «ffbc« 
tuafiy and as fatally tako^thei/yifti^r^iid 
tmvMzry ^,surpHae,a8the inost pre- 
meditated det4nh <'rtha moattatiidied 

My father and Mr. Haiwavo were 
DOW very sooti t6 set offfor Scotland to 
the great cbncem and tegret of all the. 
^MTty: no Hule b^ goittg toischoolfpr. 
U»^ first time) eoold haT4 fBom' adino* 
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nkktts given htm, by bb motlier, Uum 
my fatber received from i«iOiV-«» th^ 
time fcnr hift departure approached ; I 
had a spice oCtbe same myself wbei^ 
wetA into the same remote country : 
jmn^ierless were the expedient^ en- 
deavored to be impressed upon his 
memory, bow to ascertain to a certain- 
^*at every ion, wbetlier the bedding or 
9kt€t9 were damfi s^/iuracB were reg- 
lakoiy and systematicaiiy made up for 
higkwaymeih for.; fear he should get 
$lK>t, Ihrougbaiiy delay in the delivery 

<of wbatMry nni^t be fileased to ask 
§wr;i i and the strongest entreaties were 
made uae of, to prevent his ever at- 
temp^tg to drfmd himac{f in case he 

, abould be attacked, for fear it might be 
vmtttiMtrued into vnlftd resistance s 
with a view iowhkb, his pistds, which 
bs»l been ordered to be got ready, weie 
p«t baick again a thousand times, my 
mother never being at^e to settle in her 
own miod» whether in such rencontres^ 
the deftnce or exfiowre of one's person 
were most secure. 

But the mediciDe chest with which 
he was ^wovided, was the roost curi- 
ous* My fa^r hated physic, as well 
thft use as the t^sto of it^**he genei*al- 
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9^3^ eojc^red an eKcejlesfr sti^ of bealtlH 
and spw^ knew; the, nam^e of one of 
tlio diseasets with, wbkh the bulk of 
ngpkind are toimeDtod.;. b^tthe mo^r 
icin^ chest which my. mathei/ai&xtoeaio 
care and. anxiety^ had.iodiwfid ka. ta 
prepare for the oceasi^D, woiddiia«e< 
led any one to think he ^ms sub^wctito 
all the maladies under the.aun :- as tte 
gout had once, been iahia&mily, aceor<% 
4w«^ to traditiony there was one wholo 
compartment filled with medicifiefi to^ 
cure that complaint, in case i^ eJimUd 
have Uy and another with nmdioinaa to 
Mng the gout, in case he shottild-seeai. 
to want it^ and have it not i«-*^i«re was 
laudanum to put liim to aleft|^ and ^* 
metics and stimulants to rdieve and a-^ 
waken him in case he should happen . 
to take too much, and sleep too long ; 
there were< abundance of. »e«/n«i»& to 
keep off infection, and just as many t<]( 
cure it in case it could not he kept off $^ 
i^iany cooling preparations were added^ 
for fear he should .ever be overkeated^ 
and the like proportion of corSals and 
carminatives in case he should ever ^ 
suffer cold ;^-every powder, and pack-^ 
et, and bottle, and box, besides, bemg^ 
regularly labelled and maik^ insicb 
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m^ out; in a hand the most legible^ for 
ibir o£ any perplexity or mistake in* the 
administration of the several remedies $ 
-*-but «Y mother was not like other 
iBotiieTa or other wives; such mater- 
md and conjugal feelings ^s hef's, are 
n&w so out of Togue, that I eitpect no 
credit for what I have related ;->-yet so 
itivas. At last, the day came foi their 
4lef}»tmre) and tlie heart*breaking sep- 
•aiAtion took pluce. 

Mrs. Mandeville was a gree^ com- 
§wi to- my -mother diirhig my fether's 
absence, the more toj undoubtedly^ 
fvoBci the new situBtion in which they 
jtGod^cemiected. with each other; but 
she W9A certainly a' most sensible wo- 
TOto, Tery different firom most of our 
oeighborB. 

hi thetxfton wWlc, MH. Fidget did 
aU ahe could to sert lor against the 
JktnMtsy as she hced'prevlou^y done aU 
«he could, to set M^m against ug ; and 
this upon tiie ftvowed pretence of be- 
ki^ the ^brtictiiar JHendGihoth pari- 
ties : < whatever Mrs. Twist in her dis- 
appointmedt, banned to utter against 
«*, Mrs. Fidget, out of her extremt 
fiitntUhift and regafd^ixioyi care to re- 
peat i^GnnaM^tllorpe, ai quick ftft she 
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couild ; and every thing she saw pas* 
sing at Grumbietborpe, that she tho't 
.could at all tend to revive or aggra- 
vate Mrs« Twist's disi^oiutiiient, she 
was just as careful to make known as 
speedily as possible at Nicotium Cato 
tie : ^\l suppose you have heard whait 
Mrs. Twist says," wa&the general bent 
olher conversation vdth us; and, * What 
a deal of love-making there is at the 
Hall,' her continual remark at Nico^ 
tium Castle. 

I cannot help mentionbg theoe 
things, because thu sort of character is 
so extremely rare 9S^d uncommon /— 4n 
the whole circle dfyour acquatotance, 
gentle reader, in town or couatryt m 
public or in privatei I don't suppose 
you ever met with such a vfomauy as 
Mrs. Fidget! her delight was lo-go 
Irom one hoU8!e to. suDM»ther among to 
neighbors, purposely to report and 
communicate at each, wbatciver she 
knew to be most likely to dccasiop dis* 
tress and vexation ; and if there wmre 
a chance of any shyness or op&i rup- 
ture between any two parties ensuing 
from it, so mucli the better for Mra. 
Fidget. There was nolhisg too bad 
V her thus to convey froBd oiu^ieigh- 
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bctf to another. The worse indeed it 
tWlSj so much the better for her :-^ 
'ikte seemed indeed to be constantly ma- 
Mt^ experiments how far one person 
eould bear to be told, that another fier^ 
•©If thought her a /oo/, or a devily or o/tf, 
#p ttgly, or mady or firoud^ or fieevUhy 
«r coveamsy or artful^ or hyfiocritical : 
«— though she was cajreful enough tb 
Tarnish oVerthe communication of any 
#uch pleasant piece of news with a cer'- 
lumr al^cted ^augh, which, thobgh it 
might be intended to express her paT- 
Mcular dia*€nt^ aud, as plainly as pos- 
nbte,-— ^ ^nd eure enough I think h 
truer 

It was thus, in this Hght'airy sort of 
way^ that is, that J was first made ac- 
i|«iao)ted With the reflection cast upo^ 
«j^ Honorable fiereon by Mrs. Twist, 
and to Which I before alluded :— ** 1 
suppose you know, Mr. Dermont,* 
:aays she, '^ what Mrs. Twist calls you ; 
*--! suppose you know, that she thinkd 
you d ^ mean looking youth^'* ha, h% 
htbf he, he, he,— a " mean looking youth f^ 
iodeed I and "/loor into the bargain;** 
•--sbe says, '* you are to get nothing 
with your title, but your great grano^ 
lfilher*s poj^rait and a fcmily watch j'* 
^ Gg 
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*^but did yovi hear wfa»t she sa^rs ^ 
Miss MandeviUe^too ?•'— she says, ^' ate 
looks for all the world, like a htmp ef 
snow ; or a rice dumfiHng^ wiUioutaoy 
«wee/-meat intV,*' ha^ha^ ha^ &c. 

I could mention a hmidred otlmr 
things to the same ell^t, in which the 
malice and ill-nature of tiiis ncighbtirly 
friend^ and Jriendly ne^hbovy were «»• 
qually conspicuous, but, reatty, such a 
character is so very tmfre^ so eniirelf 
ciut of the common course <rf thing>9^ so 
perfectly contmry to one^ ordinary <?j> 
fierience of the ways of the Inwr^ that I 
could not expect to be created oa my 
bare word, nay, surely, not on my dath : 
—Who could possibly believe me, if I 
were to assert it ever so, that Mrs. Fid- 
get, after trying idl she could to^settm 
agidnst Mrs. Twist, could take the 
trouble of going expressly to Nicotium 
Castle merely to tell the latter, how 
much she was surfitiaed and grieved 
to find that she (Mrs. Twist) was not 
so great a favorite at Grumbletliorpe 
Hall as heretofore! 1 say, gentle reA- 
er, could you from your knowledge of 
the world, and eocfierience of hnman 
conduct^ ever believe, that any eueh 
^nuUcioua creature, as Mrs, Fkijg^t 

A 
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teiM^xurt? ftDd yet I declare I know 
IhfiB to be the facts nay,a»d that she 
'movkd have been very much hurt if any 
body had been bqfore-hand with her; 
that isy had f^ot the start of her, in com-^ 
nionicating this friendly and most a^ 
Iftvra^/f piece of intelligence* 
^ Three days a&er my fat|ier had quit;? 
ted usy my poor mother was made su- 
pedstivdy bappy by receiving a letter 
from him to ii^rm her, that he believ- 
ed h^^ shoidd.not havc^ occai^on to go 
farther than London, feu: that his law- 
yer had had a letter from the parties in 
Bootlaiidy to a»yf that in consequence 
of the infomtation communicated to 
them, they should not attempt to con« 
lest the point ;«—t})at the documents 
tiiat had been discovered were* in all 
likelibood, too clear to be set aside, and 
therefore, that they were wiUing^o 
lifi^e it settled by reference to counsel 
J^ LondoOt The case was according^ 
ly^siibmitted to certain persons of the 
gi«atest eminence in Westminster hall, 
#id speedily determined, without a dis* 
aenting voice, in our fkvor.-*In less 
than a fortnight, therefore, my father 
returned ^fi^l per annum richer 
than when he went from us* 
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It was weil bestowed; for he was « 
fliost muniiieent, benevolent, dmritabte 
Sdftn :~if a fellow-creature stood inf 
aeed of assistance, his purse was open y 
"-^le gave freely to the grateful and 
the ungrateful : for I am sony to ssf y 
there were niaz^ €>f the latter among 
those he benefitted ««-the poor, ki gen- 
eral, were extremely unthankful i— ' 
they would recewre his bounty ; cour- 
tesy and bow, and thank him, when> 
they met him, i>ut always covet morey 
and do him damage without compunc* 
tlon or remorse : — he knew it as weir 
as I do; hut, stali he would give ; fbr, 
he would say, they know no better ; 
they have not been educated as we bavtfr 
been. :--^ve, and it shall be given you 
again ; — if not by those you serve, yet 
by Grod Almighty, widch is far better 
security. 

It will be easify supposed, thatoccft*^^ 
sionally we had among olirseivesi- 
much conversation and consultatioft'S^^ 
bout the approaching nuptials, both of 
myaelfand my sister s— all which, be- 
ing matter of mere private concern 
and arrangement, I cci-tainly need «ot 
trouble the reader with it : — ^there were 
ii):wy other things also to bo thought 
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of ?-t»l was not far now from being of 
age f don't stare, gentle reader ; I say, 
I was now nearly of age : — ^^ Temfiu^ 
A^/* yow know, or, in plain English, 
Time fties \ you may think what you 
please about the length of time most 
accordant with the order of events, as 
they seem to stand in thi^ narrative^ 
but I am almost positive, that I must 
have been neurly of age, or, if not, that 
ttiere is no great harm done by fire- 
tending to be so : you will remember 
that 1 have never once told you how 
old I was at the beginning of this book, 
when Mrs. Fidget and the fiug dtga 
paid their Jirat visit at Grumhlethorfie 
Hait^ so that of course you don't know 
how old I was when I went to Scot- 
land ; — ^nor can you tell exactly how 
long I was upon the road thither, ta- 
king in the excursion to the Lakes ; 
then I remained in Scotland,* if you re- 
collect, full two years, as I took par- 
ticular care to tell you, and returned 
from Scotland rather slowly : — then as 
to the lime expended in making love to 
Emily ^ after 1 had permission to do so, 
its exact duration has been purposely 
kept secret from you, so that I am 
well assured, that let your critical a^u- 
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men be what it nitjr, you have no fcdr 
right to dispute my being now nearty 
of age. 

As a most amazing eAtettunment 
was intended to be given at the em of 
this joyous event, my father conceived 
that it would be well, if possible, to 
bring the two jubilees together ; or, a^ 
Mrs. Fidget would say, to " kill two or 
three birds with one stone ;**— that is, 
that I should be married about thai 
time; either a little before, or a li^e 
after; — and, if Captain Charleville and 
my sister should choose to avail tfaem-* 
selves of the same opportunity, thqr 
were welconoe to do it : thts the whole 
business might rather resemble the 
rich CamacAo'* wedding in Dwf Qiaap*» 
etc wliere Sancho Panza ladled Upj if 
you remember, whoie ducksy and emck^ 
€718, and sucking fiigs at every dip into 
the flat / and now I speak d Sdncko 
Panza, my heart almost aches to think 
1 could not invite him to my wedding i 
— how drix^ted I should have been to 
have seen him there ;^ — howl would 
have stuffed him, his body, and his wal- 
lets tooi with rarities and dainties, and 
all kind of chdce things ! but enough 
of this. 
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% 1^ coming of age led also to other 
things.— The title and estate tRat had 
come to my father,had given him an in- 
fi^eoce in some of the Scotch Bo- 
foughs ; and he . expressed to me his 
^ish that I should be in Parliament : 
r^Ciod'fiole in Parliament I — rhinks' 
l^o-'myacffy was ever such a thlhp: 
heard of as a Clod-pole in Parliament 1 1 
-**I actually did not reckon Myself 
quite fit for it, and even ventured one 
^y to tell my lather so :-r-*' J^otjit for 
it/* says he ! " surely you are as fit as 
Mm, and that^ and t^other^^ whom he 
Bm over with such a volubility of reck- 
oning- through the A's and B's and C's, 
quite down to Izzard^ (I know not how 
many he enumerated,) ending unfortu- 
nately with two or three of the Whifi 
Clini} against whom he had a particu- 
lar spite : — ^'* Surely, my boy," says my 
&ther, " you are as fit to be in Parlia- 
ment as 9uch fellonva as those /** I was 
always sorry, I confess, to hear him say 
so, <^ the Whip Club; because it was 
^e of the few prejudices he had that 
could be said to be at all unreasonable ; 
for I could never possibly agree with 
him about that particular association of 
Q£NTLSM£N J — I always supposed that 
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it must be altogether iropot^aibte foc a- 
ny bcxi^to see those illustrious, person- 
ages quit the metropolis in the way 
they are accustomed $p do, at 9aoAD 
DAT, BARovoHB after BARovoHi!., ac- 
<iOUtred as ^xaoti^y as possible like 

HAIL-OOACHMI£N^DRIV1NO TUKXR OW» 

seHvAN rs, &c. S^c. &c* — but they must 
l)e tempted to thinks at least, if not to 
say to themselves y (as I generally do) 
what Useful^ what wiae^ what vfiluadief 
'whdX imfiortant^ what dignified mem- 
bers of the STATE ! 1 t I 

And now I am upon this most inter- 
esting subject, I cannot help adding, 
that 1 still more admire the q'andem 
Club, because those gentlemen must 
of necessity be better coachmen tb^ 
any of the rest ; — the four horses pf a 
Barouche are so harnessed and hoc^d 
together, that in a great measure they 
take care one of another, (if, indeed, 
they should all four happen to agree to 
run away at oiice, mercy .upon all be- 
hind them ! not to mention all beibce 
them — ) but in a tandem^ 1 sec nothing 
to induce the leader to keep Bis course 
straight forward, but an address on the 
part of the charioteer, as nearly as can 
be supernatural j for, if the fore-horse 
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chooses to ga to the right or the left 
on a nudden^ he may plainly overset the 
carriage, before any creature upon 
earth sitting five yards behind him, 
could be quick enough to bring him to 
, his senses ; especially if a pig, or a 
jackaiss, or a windmill, or a pack of 
gypsies, or a scissor-grinder*s machine^ 
ry, should stand in his way : — and, for 
my own part, I think leaders of taU'- 
dems are particularly afit to turn short 
round, on a sudden, in the way I de- 
scribe :^~*numbers and numbers have 
I seen perform this manoeuvre, so sud- 
denly and unexpectedly, that one would 
have sworn it must be done on pur- 
pose to confound the driver ; — and the 
fMssurance and impudence with which 
they do it, in some instances, is past all 
description ; staring all the while full 
in the faces of those in the carriage, as 
much as to say, I must have a peep at 
the fools behind that are pretending tp 
manage me. . It is, however, I must 
confess, a p:laring contradiction that 
near-sighted people should drive Tan* 
dema^{l speak to Scholars;) yet such 
things are I Heaven protect his Ma- 
jesty's liege subjects !— 

H h 
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Well, I was to be in Parliament, as 
soon as a fair opportunity should occur 
I was to represent some six or seven 
Scotch boroughs, (as the famous Char* 
ley Fox once did,) and get acquainted 
with my constituents as 1 could. ■ " 
rhinka^j'to-myeelft this sounds o<ld t-*- 
but, yet. Why not ? — Who knows ali 
his constituents, or gets acquainted 
with them otherwise ?— And, h^hapB^ 
I may be as competent to legislisite for 
the empire at large with but few con- 
stituents, and little communication with 
them, as if I were to represent West- 
minster, or Middlesex, or London, and 
held an intercourse with them it/oi^, m 
' Taverns^ or on HustingSy or from /n- 
nmphal cars, or in fVefttmhtater HaU^ 
or from the top. or box of an Hackn^ 
Coach. I say, perhaps : I had rather 
of the two have few constituents, and 
consider myself as representative of the 
vation at large^' than a multitude of 
such whimsical chaps, such odd Iriends 
of liberty^ as would never suffer me so 
much as to think, even to myself, any 
thing contrary to their particular 
whims and caprices, (nay, perhaps their 
local and persona] prejudices,) and un- 
less I bovfed down to them, with almost 
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}^olatfY>us worsbipy wpuld be sure to 
pelt me witb cabbage-atalka or brick' 
batg^ dead caU or dead-dogs^ rotten ap.» 
pjL€9 or rotten eggs /—as to the real 
fiatriotUm^ or genuine liberality of such 
chaps, thinks'j'tO'myMelJy it is all a — ! 

{U)d a.BlO BOUNCING ONL tOO !— 

But, the minw/iT,— the minister ;— 
he may have an undue injluence over 
me ; aye, so he . may indee<l, and, 
rhmk^'i^to-myself^ there can to be 
sure, be no undue infiuence in a bind' 
gean /-—in himngs^ and hootingsy and 
peltings^ and cat-calls^ and placards ; 
po. these are mighty harmless, amia- 
ble, delightful helps to. freedom of 
thought, and speech, and conduct ; — 
Heaven bless the people who wish to 
call them into action every three years 
instead of *^x;^n /— Our Scotch bor- 
oughs are, at le^st, {rhinks'i'to-my- 
^Ifi) as well off as the minority in any 
fiopvXar election, who must, in the is- 
, sue of things, he contented to be rep- 
resented, not only by a man not of their 
own choice, but by one who possibly 
has, by himself or friends, done alt he 
could to exasperate and affront them i 

"Bvitintegnty, integrity ; aye, there's 
the rub j integrity is every thing : n« ; 
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corruption ; no placemen' ;-^iio !—* 
down )vith them all! integrity is the 
only qualification for a Parltaifient 
nian: come then all you honest Tom 
Dashes, drive up to London ;*— you 
honest country gentlemen that never 
breathed the corrupt air of a eotirt, or 
a royal residence, or wished to get a 
step higher in the world ;— you are 
the people, the only people ;— jfo« 
have no firejudiceay no pigutii tio/ias^ 
sicftii, tio fiartialuies^ no profeMonal 
bias, no fireiermona beyond integnty ; 
—let trade take care of itself,'— and the 
cr;«t/,- and the navy^ and the churchy 
and the law;— you cmi make laws and 
statutes enough, no doubt, with your 
integrityy without any other aid or as*- 
sistaiice whatsoever! in truth, I be- 
lieve you are, for the most part, honest 
and uncorrupt, and 1 ever wish to see 
a good number of you among the oth- 
er legislators of the realm : I wish, 
too, that integrity may ever prove as 
powerful as it is judged by some to 
be, and perhaps it mayy when the Milf^ 
lennium begins; then I think, (but not 
an hour before,) honesty may realty 
become the best fiolky, and (what Is 
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mofe to the purpose) the only fiolicy 
wanted, 

1 love reform as well as any;— I 
ViSh we were all reformed : not mere* 
ly the Parliament House, but you and 
I, and such folks as Mr. Twist, and 
Bob Crubbins, and Big Beelzebub ; 
and I love John Bull too ;— and 1 love 
him dearly, and I would have him al* 
ways live at large in fat pastures, and 
^vilh as little work as possible aU the 
days of his life ; only I wish him to be 
as good humored and civil as he ean 
be and never to butt or bellow, out of 
mere sulkiness, ot pride, or wanton- 
ness, or ill-nature, or caprice, or solely 
for the sake of frightening harmless 
X>eople out of their wits ; which I 
think, sometimes, he has been rather 
inclined to do. 

Before the happy time came for my 
union with Emily, Miss Twist picked 
up another lovevy or admvrery or what- 
ever you may please to call him : it 
Was a young " Muster Dash ;"— a 
dissipated pvoftigate youth of fortune, 
nearly resembling, by all accounts, the - 
most amiable and deeply lamented Tom 
Dash^ of sporting celebritv- Mrs. 
Twist, I am toldj was much hurt, when 
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she first discovered that he had w) 
chance of inheriting even a 8c6tth 
Barony^ and gricyed within hers^fj 
that after all, " our grand-daughters*'^ 
stood a great chance of being /lUtin 
Jfcfi»«e*.— She ventured once, 1 am 
told, to remonstrate against it, but 
Miss swore " she'd have him^ wheth- 
er they would or no ; she'd buy him 
ever so great a titlej if that were all." 
—They were continually riding out 
together, leaping hedges and caches ; 
particularly directing their attacks a- 
gainst my poor father's fences, to re- 
venge the insult, I suppose, which had 
appeaired to have been put upon the 
young lady, by the heir apparent's cold 
neglect. This trespass, however, con- 
tinued but a short time, for Nicotium 
Castle soon became an insufferable 
bore to these two Dashers^ so that 
they worried Mr. and Mrs. Twist dowft 
to Brighton in the summer, and up to 
London in the winter ; and then down 
to Brighton again, and from Brighton 
to Margate^ and from Margate to jLdn- 
don again ; and from London to Chel* 
tenham^ and from Cheltenham to Bathg 
and from Bath to Cheltenham again : 
«»nd SQ on. Almost evertf Sabbath^ay^ 
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^j changed their place of abode. 
The Twist property seemed to be go- 
ing much ad it came ; that is, it ap» 
peared to be ia a fair way of being 
cUssipated like ttmoke : so that Mr. 
Twist, himself^ at length, began to get 
out of humor, and judged it not impro- 
per to interfere, before they all got 
mined together ; he determined, there- 
fore, at once, to break off the connec- 
tion, and with the full weight of his pa- 
ternal authoiity, even ventured to open 
his mind to his gentle and amiable 
daughter: that is, the lovely Miss 
Grizihia : he peremptorily told her the 
intercourse must be put an end to, and- 
that she must consent to see " young 
Muster Dash^* no more ! 

Upon this fatherly communication, 
the ol»edient and accomplished daugh- 
ter burst out a laughingy as I am told, 
in his £eu:e, declaring that she heeded 
none of his threats, for that they had 
he^nfirivately married more than three 
weeks ; which was the exact truth of 
the matter. 

As she was a minor, he at first vow- 
ed he would endeavor to set it aside, 
but at length relented, and was recon- 
ciled. It would have been a great pi- 
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Xyy indeed) iC he and ^ yousg Muster 
Dash** had quarrelled, for, in most re- 
spects, they were undoubtedly, " birda 
(^ the name feather " and perfectly 
suited to each, other*— Miss Watbon 
had lung been sent off; as soon a& ev- 
er, tbat is, that Miss Grizilda ^/r, 
vhicb was marvellousiy soon, that she 
was, herself, cQme to year's of discaa* 

TION I 

. All these events, luckily kept the 
Twists out of the country while the 
preparations were making: for Clod-* 
pole*a wedding, as well as for the cel- 
ebration of his coming of age.— I was 
married just three weeks previously 
to the latter event, and my sister about 
a fortnight before it.— *The fete that 
took place in consequence of these 
three great occurreiices, was certaiafy 
must splendid, costly, and magnificent: 
Oxen roasted whole :^-^^Quntain9 of 
%vine and ale ;~^Q^fire9 upon all the 
hills :^~^ountry gamMty &c. &c« &c« 
^but, NO cock'Jighting : ifo buH^baitings 
NO boxing; no cudgel^filaj^ing : lio 
matches qgainat time ^r^moase racing ; 
—there was plenty of sport and a- 
musement without these: every 
tlung was providedjiQ short, that cmUd 
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^providBdtomdce the rational ^d^vt 
of the compai^ merry, but nothing 
permitted that could make one indi^ 
vidualj either of the rational or irration- 
al creation^ miserable 
. And here I cannot help observing, 
tliat my &ther took d^ght at all times 
to make the poor happy, provided 
they would consent to be made so in a 
reasonable way ;— he never courted 
popularity by making them drunk pr 
turbulent y or sat^cy ; he was a reql 
inend tothem,^d not a/iretended one ; 
-^Ae never went among them, as many 
do, merely to urge them to be disconr 
tented with their condition, holding 
i&NTth to them ifo other relief but the 
mere right of comfiiaining j he en- 
deavored, all he could, to do away ev- 
ery occasion of discontent and com-* 
plaint, by administering to the quiet 
removal of every removable grievance, 
and teaching them, at the same time, 
by bift own example, patiently to bear 
all that were really not removable ; 
he was not a democrat in the too cdro- 
mon sense of the term ; that is, a mean 
^an with a firoud heart, who seeks 
^nlytopull down the great that he 
may be as g^eat as my » but he was a 
1 i 
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great man With an humble so«fl, (whiGli 
I regard as the true democrat ;*<-^e al* 
ways tried to elevate the low by aoc^ 
a demeanor tmrards them as might 
sink all worl^y differences, aadv iqake 
them feel the only sort of equatidfef 
ol affection^ friendihifi and brotherhood. 
The fete at Grumblethor|ie was coo- 
ducted upon these principles^ and 
these principles only :-^there was no 
encouragement g^ven to Hcentiouincn^ 
much less to cruelty or profanenea^ ; 
yet as far as expense and mmi^eettce 
could provide '' thirty lav^ and 
honest^** every man was made fi^e, and 
every man welcome. 

So we were married ; and so I came 
df age : and here my history had bet- 
ter, perhaps, be brought to a condu* 
sion, for the marriage m such works 
as these, is generally like the ial&)g 
of the curtain at the ^ky-houae ; how- 
ever, I have a sort of £|Hlogue sdli to 
deliver, and then I shall make my fi- 
nal bow. 

My sister's match turned out as hap* 
pily as my own, so that ray worthy 
father and mother reaped the just 
fruits of all their kind care of us. They 

i treated us like rea«ofiable erea- 
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tares frond our uifancy^ and therefore 
tre grew up ta be such, and I trust 
tove continued so ever since, and this 
iias «nade the marriage state a happy 
^^ensadim to ourselves and our con- 
nections. 

Capt. Charleville had been brought 
np^much like ourselves, and Emily's 
education has been described. Every 
aceom^hment we severally posses- 
sed, ef^er of mind or body, was in its 
nature ti^rmanent ; we had been 
taught nothing/nvo/ott«, i>othing/a«- 
taatkal $ nothing likely to so out of 
jSia*i<m, or become obsolete : personal 
accomplishments had not been neglect- 
ed, ncHT amusements proscribed, but 
even these had been so managed and 
conducted, as to be subservient to the 
graat end and d>ject of our education, 
namely, the improvement of our 
miods and intellects : we had learnt 
nothing superficially or for tempor^^ry 
purposes ; whatever it had been 
thought necessary for us to learn, we 
had been thoroughly instructed in, and 
- nothing had been judged necessary but 
what was likely to assist our judg- 
ments, to regulate our manners, to 
temper our passions, and to rendei us 
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useful as weU as agreeable to our fel- 
low-creatures, from the begiiming of 
life to the end of it. 

Mi&s Twist had, perhaps, be«i ed- 
ucated beyond aoiy of us, as &r as ex* 
fienae and variety and show were cob- 
eerned ; but alniost every thing she 
had thus acquired was out ot fashion 
by \h6 time she got married, and quite 
so by the time she had a fiunily ; so 
that her husband was no better for it 
at all, and her children only so m^uch 
the worse ; for as shovf and variety 
were originally the^ime objects oif 
all her pursuits, the love of «Aatp,4ind 
the love of variety never abated> so, 
that fresh expenses continually be^ 
came necessary to keep pace with the 
follies and vanities of the day, till all 
the accumulations of the thrHty tobac* 
conist at length dwbdled into nothings 
and at this moment the Twiat atile no 
longer separates the two domama ;-^ 
the Nicotium property came to the 
hammer several years ago, and Clod-^ 
fiole after all, is in possesion of the 
whole ! 

My being in Parliament laid us un- 
der a necessity of being more in Loht 
don than was quite agreeable either to 
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Etniljr or myself. The fair face of na^ 
tupe had charms foi* U8y which we 
looked for in vain in the dark and dirty 
metropolis. — As for as we ourselves 
M^ere personally concerned} we found 
no compensation in the noise and bus- 
tle of that enormous city, for the quiet 
retirement, and calmer pleasures of a 
rural residence. ' 

i fear I should be accounted dull 
and Mupid to the greatest degree, nay, 
judged to be altogether of a mean and 
base spirit, were I explicitly to de- 
clare how much I do really prefer one 
to the other.^-1 will even acknowledge 
that sometimes I have been almost a- 
shamed to confess it to myself, fearing 
it could only result from a disposi* 
tion to prefer nature in general to hu- 
man nature ; that is, inanimate and ir- 
ratiotiid objects to my fellow creatures; 
for, while the country abounds with 
the former, it has ever appeared to 
me, that human nature may be said to 
have London to itself :— whoever, 
therefore, has but one i^ark of real 
PHILANTHROPY, that is, wliOcvcr can 
bring himself to love man, merely as 
MAN, in preference to all other beings 
and earthly existences whatsoever, 
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(wjhich is, it must be confessed, the 
height of Christianity,) to whotnsoeT- 
er, I say, this can happen, Lotidoti 
xnust needs be the very place in which 
he ought most to delight ; inassnuch, 
in all probability, that renowned city, 
take it altogether, contains within it 
more of human nature, than any other 
comer of the globe : — I mean, of gen- 
nine human nature^ such as man really 
is^ not by education, but in spite of ed- 
ucaUon, and every other restraint 
whatsoever, human or divine : man, to 
be beloved as man, ought certainly to 
be seen and known in lonbok, be* 
cause there he may be seen in almost 
©very possible situation, and under 
every variety of character, and there- 
fore if he does really deserve to be lo- 
ved as he ought to be, or in other . 
words, as our holy religion enjoins, 
where can we expect to be better sat- 
isfied and convinced of his matchless 
and extraordinary perfections, than in * 
that general receptacle and resort of 
the species at large :....therefore, it is, 
that I firrieve to say, that after number* 
less efforta to the contrary, I still seem 
to prefer nature at large j.^.TMnks"!' 
Q'mysefff there's rather more fl])^s^r« 
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lincc of ordeTf of hannony^oi beauty^ of 
Utility J of virtue^ of innocence^ in thi 
view of almost any country district, 
than of the most thronged^ crowded^ 
fiofiulousi busy part of London ! 

This, I conceive, to be a gentrine 
Thinks'I'to-myaelfs,.„l don't su^^pose 
any body ever thought the like :,...! 
scarcely, indeed, dare avow so singu- 
lar a prejudice ;....! am, in fact, asham- 
ed of it altogether, and would give the 
world to get rid of it, because, at all e- 
vents, London is a very useful place, 

^ and the difference between town anc' 
countiy is, it must be confessed, sd pnl- 

. pably in favor of the former. 

Often am I tempted to say, as I tra- 
verse the streets of London, on zjine 
ifiring mornings why cannot I be con- 
tented, aa ao many thouaanda atCy to 
enjoy the bright beams of the sun, as 
they are dimly reflected frotn the sur- 
face of that long range of buildings of 
dingy brick- work, the habitadons of 

\ MAN ; spending all their vivifying 
force on the superfices of this delight- 
ful stone pavement, on which so many 
lords of the creation are delighted to 
tread, instead of wishing rather to he- 
boid that wcmderful luminary, enligbK 
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ening unrestrained^ (that is, in a carew 
ie^yloose and rude manner,) a mere 
Yulgar expanse of rural scenery, moun- 
\tain and valley, hill and dale, wood and 
"vrildemess, disper^g its rays abroad, 
^ cheer and revive seldom any thing 
better than mere birds and beast?, 
herbs and trees, to ripen the fruits of 
the earth, or adorn the flowers of the 
£ekl. 

Surely, TMnia-I-tO'myielft it ought 
to be far more gratifying, if I had but 
A just notion of the pre-eminence and 
dignity of man, to see it msinuating it- 
aelf with such modesty and humiuty, 
and such (leference to the multifari- 
ous restrictions imposed on it, into the 
etacka and comera and narrow passes 
of the crowded metropolis ; making 
its waf. with such eager anxietjr, as it 
generally seems to do, tlt i ogl i contin- 
ually turned out of its direct course, 
into its numerous streets and squares^ 
Janes and alleys, courts and passages^ 
skofis and shambles ! 

The dignity and proud pre-emi- 
nence of us human creatures, cannot I 
Ihink be placed in a higher point of 
titWn than by the marked subservi- 
ence itf this glprious luBoiiiaiyiQ this 
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'particular region of the globe ; though 
there is no place on the face of the 
"whole earth in which it is more scur- • 
Tily treated by man, woman and cliild, 
it yet never wantonly turns away it^ 
beams ; it rises many, many hours be- 
fore there is any body awake or in mo- 
tion to be enlightened by its rays, and 
submits to be put out of countenance 
by the preference almost universally 
given to wax and tallow candles ; it 
submits to shine only by reflection^ and 
refraction^ seldom in full lustre into a- 
ny one street of the metropolis ; and if 
it ever does appear infieraon to the as- 
tonished eye, it is most commonly not 
in its utmost glory, but more like a 
dark red ball shorn of its beams, not 
near so bright as one of the enormous 
ahovf bottlea in a Chemist's shop, that 
so often dazzle and confound your eyes 
as you traverse the sti eets at night. 

I know not where the sun receives 
more marked insults than in LoTtdot^ 
either in the way of neglect or inter- 
ruption, or open contempt of its use 
and importance in the system of things ; 
the MOON, poor thing! is not worthy 
of a thought ;— though (^e^n^. ofth# 
Mff^ty which latter has more votaries 
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in liondoDi Umn any where else, all the 
honors are transferred to the one with- 
out the smallest care or concern beuig 
expressed for the other. Thrnks-I-tO" 
my self ^ there are oTH*a quK^fii^s of . 
THE NIGHT at London ! 

It is a pity but the. sun and moon 
oould be persuaded to leave London to 
itself) and bestow such portions of 
their light as are thus uselessly spent 
upon Uie metropolitans, to the great 
accommodations of the country folks i 
the latter alone, in fact, seem to be du« 
ly sensible of the great and particular 
benefits to be derived from these two 
great lights of Heaven ; made origin- 
ally, (as I have read) the Sun to rule 
the day^ and the Moon to rule the 
night :....an ordinance which London- 
ers have thought proper to reverse, so 
that generally, and for the most part, 
the night of a Londoner falls under 
the dominion of the «««, and the day 
of a Londoner under the dominion di 
the moon : is it not so, Sir ?....Is it not 
so Madam ?.. is it not so Miss?..^ 
Speak out honestly. 

Not that ail London, perhaps is ev- 
er asleep at the same moment ; a^ 
thore are plenty of .disturb-rrd so ther« 
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•noee/iJ and dust O J hare'sfceens and 
rabbit'skeetia ! -and ould clouthett I no 
doubt often at the dawn of day, inter- 
rupt the very commeftcement of many 
a beliefs repose, just returned from the 
iMill, or assembly or masquerade ! but 
let these reflect in their turn : how 
many honest, industrious, hard work- 
ing citiKena, the rattling of tlieir carria- 
ges may have robbed of tlie end of 
their repose, at hours still more unrea- 
sonable, more precious, and more al- 
lowably dedicated to Morpheus. 

And now I have alluded to these 
tilings, I cannot help mentioning anoth- 
er strange and unaccountable preju- 
dice which I could never shake off, 
though so necessary to my comfort 
during my residence in Parliament :..,. 
Instead of being cheered and exhi lira- 
ted, as pthecs generally are, by the 
sweet sounds that are continually salu- 
ting you in London, such as the rattling 
of coaches just mentioned, the rwm- 
bling of carts^ the cry of sprats and 
mackrill^ muffins and crumfietst dust^ 
O, sweefi'Of milk'below'maida, and 
such other melodious strains, I could 
at any time have found greater delight 

Digitized by Google 



36S mnkB'I^tO'fnyae^. 

in the dull warbling of larks or sinner $9 
blackbirds or nightingales^ and other 
rural nobes, auch 1 



*« The wild-brook babbling down the mounuia 

side. 
The lowing kerd^ the sheep fold's timple bcU ; 
The pipe ofcaily Shepherd dim descry 'd 
In tl)e Jone valley ; echoing far and wide 
The clamorout born along the cliffs above $ 
The hollow inurnnur of theocean-ff(^ / 
The bun^ otbeet, and linnet' t lay of love, 
And the full cMr that wakes the universsj 

gtovc." 

There must naturally be something 
so much more noble and important in 
the " busy hum of meny" than in the 
" busy hum of bees,** or any other in- 
ferior animal, that I am almost asham- 
ed to acknowledge such baseprepos*^ 
sessions. 

It is often sadd, and oftenev perhaps 
thought of London, as of PaYis in old 
time, that the very atr of the metrofio* 
lis is necessary to the improvement 
and perfection of any talent we may 
happen to possess ; tlfet thotie who 
have not visited the cafiitaly cannot be 
expected to excel in any art or any sci- 
enccv-upon which, I can only say, 
what Has already been said also m the 
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case c^ PanV alluded to, naraelf, that 
this is indeed very likely to be ti*ue, 
since undoubtedly, the air of London 
must needs be a very particular air ; 
—not any of your mere ttimfile un- 
comfioundedf insipid fluids, like the 
air of the country, but evidently and 
palpably consisting of an immense va-* 
riety of substances most curiously 
blended and mingled together; Lon- 
don, as well as Paris, may reasonably 
be considered as one vast crucible in 
which divers meats and Jridts^ oiisy 
nvines^ pepper^ cinnamon^ sugar, coffee^ 
(this for Paris — you may add for Lon- 
don,) coal-dusty and coal-smoke, bricks 
dusty mudy the steam of a thousand 
breweries, the fumes and vapors of ten 
thousand 57«-jAo/ij, &c. &c. &c. &c 
&c. &c. &c, &c. &c. are daily collect- 
ed, the stomachs and lungs of the in- 
habitants being the furnaces by which 
these various ingredients are again de- 
composed. 

It must be evident to all capable of 
considering tlie subject but for one 
moment, that the more subtle and vol* 
ftile parts of every thing in the whole 
tow7i capable of decompositiony must 
be every moment flying ofl" and incor- 
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porating thenisehres witk the mr we 
breatht I what smoke I what iiames i 
what a torrent of vapors amd exhala- 
tions ! 

I need not pursue this n>atter for* 
tber : the hint is sufficient to etiable 
any person in full possession of almost 
any one of the^vr soises, ^aste^ tvue/if 
smelly aig-hfj or /tearing^ to sweH the 
catalogue, as well as to «xklarge hoB 
4)wn ideas, of the veiy eKtraQQ^inarj 
nature and component parts oi a Lion- 
don atmosphere. 

How can we be surpiised if it wock 
effects not to be looked for elsewhere : 
who can wonder that the genius should 
be brighter, the brain dearer, the sen- 
ses more acute ; the faculties (iiot to 
mention the virtue) of the sotd impro- 
ved, in an atmosphere subject to such 
curious comfiosttions and detomfiosi' 
tiona^ sublimations ^Jhrinentutitmay elec' 
true attractions^ firecifiittUione^ ^c. 
life. t^c. I 

There is nothing on which it ap- \ 
pears to have a mor^ powerful and 
Wonderful effect, than on the human 
voice.'-^The energies and operations 
of which have here a value which , 
would exceed all beUef, if it were mt 
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capable of being verified by an appeal 
to fiicta notorious to the whole worid : 
I do not mean to speak of the little 
tinimpery profits of those who hawk 
and cry their commodities 9hont the 
public streets, (though to my soft ears, 
so wonderfully sonorous are the voi- 
ces of the very gentlest of those gen- 
tle orators, that they seem, most of 
them, to possess the ^fty -folk facul- 
ties of a Stentor ;) nor do I mean to 
speak of the fio/iular fireachera in the 
several chapels in London, regular or 
irregular, (though for what I know,^ 
many of them may be admired and 
paid more for the ^ound than for the 
sense they letter : — ) nor do I mean 
to speak ot the profits of the gentry of 
the long' robcy though I have heard it 
rumored that some are frequently re- 
warded more for what they say^ than 
what they think : — nor do I mean to 
• speak of my brethren in Parliament, 
though I know it is thought that ma- 
ny of them make some profit of their 
-voices ;— nor do 1 indeed mean to 
speak at all of the effects the London 
air has on the lungs of Englishmen 
or English-women^ to whom it may be 
considered as at all events natural and 
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congenial ; — but I mean most particti- 
larly to allude to the very surprising 
advantage it gives to the Yoices of 
those who happen to hare been bom 
in the fair climes of Italy : the more 
surprising because a Northern atmos- 
phere might be naturally expected to 
be rather disadvantageous to such 
southern rarities. 

I might adduce a thousand instan- 
ces in proof of the astonishing Value 
of an Italian voice^ when exposed to 
the influences of a London atmos- 
phere ; I might amuse the reader, if 
I chose, with a curious calculation of 
the probable amount of the enormous 
sums paid for every word of every air 
that proceeds from the mouth of cer- 
tain eminent performers, but an arti- 
cle I read this very day in the newspa- 
pers, is so much in point, that I shall 
merely transcribe it ; " Madame Cata- 
lani had diamonds on her head to the 
amount of 15,000 pounds— her voice 
however, i^ hex richest jewel** 

A )ady*s virtue is generally sufiftos^ 
ed to be her '' richest jewel :** but you 
see the voice of an Italian lady in Lon- 
don outweighs even that ; at least, so 
the paragraph just cited implies; 
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mosl certainly, however, in a pecu- 
niary point ot view, it does a/twayx out* 
'weigh the brightest and purest vii^tues 
of many of our worthy country-men, 
and most amiable country-women. 

There are several thhigs for which 
X wish to give LcMidon unbounded cre- 
dit : particularly with regard to all 
matters of social intercourse i — these 
are. far better managed in London than 
io the country. Mrs. Fidget, for in- 
stance, and her troublesome dogs, and 
child, (see page 8, 9, 8cc. vol. i,) would 
never have been admitted in London, 
while my mother was writing a letter 
to my sister, unless she had herself, 
bofw, [fidcy as they say in Latin, that is, 
from the bottom of her heart, chosen 
it ;— she might have looked out of the 
virindow herself and said, *' J^Tot at 
home;** so little are these things 
thought of in that great and polite 
city. 

I know there must ever appear to 
lie something very like a deliberate 
falsehood, not to say downright licj in 
such sort of denials, and therefore, I 
think h would be better for people ac- 
tually to say it themselves at once, out 
oCthe imdoW|.aa I have hinted above, 
L 1 
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instead of making their servant thek 
substitutes upon such occasions, that 
is their defiueyf/iroorviceAisjrfii Lon- 
don servants) besides^ are in general^ 
and when left to themselves, so remar- 
kably pure, so perfectly innocent, and 
altogether immaculate, that is a shamed 
to lay such stumbling blocks in their 
way ;— surely it would at least, be 
worth while to invent some harmless 
equivoque for this sort of questions 
and answers. 

And now I am upon the subject of 
being at home^ I must observe, that 
to ** be at home,'* means, in London, I 
scarce know what :— it certainly does 
not mean that you are in your own 
house, private and disengaged, so as to 
sit quietly snug, and rationally, at full 
liberty, and with complete command 
of your time, in the enjoyment of the 
company of your husband or wife, and 
the olive branches it may have pleased 
Heaven to raise up round your fami- 
ly table : but it is rather, I thbk, as 
far as I am able to comprehend the 
matter, the exact contrary of all this : 
•^" to be at home,** in London, is any 
thing rather than to sit snug and quiet^ 
in full enjoyment qf one* 9 liberty ;— at 
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is to open one's doors to every body 
we happen to knowy and to give them 
permission, i)y every freedom in the 
world, to make it their home- for the 
time being ; so far from sitting snug 
and quiet, you are, of all the people in 
such an assembly, the very person most 
peremptorily forbidden ever to sit 
snug or quiet :--- your servants even 
must be more at the command of the 
company than of yourselves ; nay, per- 
haps, by a certain deposit of money un- 
der the candlesticks, they must consent 
to be paid their wages by the visitors, 
for fear you should not be found fit to 
be trusted. 

The misery is, that when they are 
all gone, you are really left at home : 
that is, you have your house so com- 
pletely on your own hands, that proba- 
bly, not one of all the company just de- 
parted, care a bit more about you or 
your house,* though you are conipel- 

• The following lines of the immortal 
Cow per, I cite merely to show how little be 
koew of the world.-— 

*< She thataaks 

Her dear five hundred friends, contemns 

them all, 
And hates their coming; they, what can 

they less ? 
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led to care about lAf m, in th« mer^ * 
anxiety you feel, lest every thmg 
should not have been conducted as the 
French say, " cotnme U faut^* which 
admirably expresses a necessity of a 
most imperious nature, and, in regard 
to which, any failure, or fauoc-fiasy I 
fully apprehend, would be more dis* 
quieting to the consciences of half 
Ihe ladies in London, than ever so ma- 
ny faiUnj:s or omissions of any other 
description. 

From all the observations I have 
have been able to make, it certainly 
appears to me, that to be at home m 
London, does by no means imply waj 
private comfort or domestic liberty, 
but rather public inconvenience, and 
public distress. One more observa* 
tion I must make, before I dismiss this 
topic. 

Tliere is a method of being at home, , 
lately invented, which, if strictly inter- 
preted according to the very letter o^ 
jtj\e terms, is the farthest possible from 
being really at home in your own 
house; it is, in f/ict, freely anddeliber- 

Make just reprisals, and with cringe and 

shi ug. 
And bow obsequious, hide their hate of her^** 
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utelf to give up your home : I speak 
of the cus*-om of lending certain great 
liouses, (so gi'eat that 1 dare not men- 
tion them,) to mttstVa/ or theatrical fier* 
formers, who have leave to sell tickets 
of admission, leaving only to the real 
possessor of the house, a power and 
privilege of adding a very small 
proportion of the company. 

I have such a high respect for Jid' 
dltra and dancing masters^ and ofiera 
ttingers, ^nd Jbreignera in general, that 
I cannot, and would not, indeed, for 
the world, suppose it possible that they 
could introduce any improper compa- 
ny, but money is money, — and I be- 
lieve that a Bank note does not at all 
lose its value by coming out of the 
pocket of any vagabond on the face of 
the earth, any more than it increases 
in value by coming out of the purse of 
a Dutchess, Marchioness, Countess, 
Viscountess, Baroness, & . & *. &c. so 
that, ThinA'8'I-to-myaelf, there's a haz- 
ard : the hdy of the house may be 
good, super^excellcnt ; but the com- 
pany may be naught! — what a con- 
trast!-* what an inconsistency! — she 
may " be at home," certainly, as far as 
she is entitled to go to bed there when 
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all the rest of the company ate gc^iK, 
but she may depend upon it they will 
all think themselves at home as much 
as herself, so ]ong as they may choose 
to keep her out of her bed, and are, 
after all> about as much obliged to her 
for any entertainment they may hare 
received, as to the proprietor of any 
inn or hotels for the accommodation of 
their rooms, so long as they may 
choose to give a pecuniary equivalent 
for the bows and courtesies, and eata- 
bles and drinkables wherewith they 
may hare been furnished for their mo- 
ney : Hotels in French, is the very word 
for a nobleman's mansion— (^ranc/f 
maiaon d'une fieraonne de gualite^) 
what then if we were to exchange the 
term House for Hotei, and say D 

Hotel, E Hotel, F^— Hotel, &C. 

&c. &c, that is, in plain English, gen- 
teel, (nay, even noble) accommodations 
for those who can anbrd it ! 

^Neighborhood, which is a word of 
great importance in the country, is of 
no account at all in London. 'Every 
day, in the country you may hear such 
complaints as these: — *' i" wish such 
and auch persona lived a little nearer^'* 
or, " I maha,uchandauchfieofilev>ere 
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further ;*' that is, further ofF, out of 
sight, and out of reach ; but no such 
xmirmurings or wishes are to be heard 
in London :— the people we hate most 
in the world, are welcome to live next 
door to us, and there is nobody too far 
off, if any pleasure or profit, amuse- 
ment or delight, but above all, any cre- 
dit or eclat^ are to be derived from 
visiting, them. 

In London, wherever you are noty 
nobody, p'robably, of all the company, 
knows where you are^ so that you 
may, with much more facility and far 
less violence to truth, than in the coun- 
try, decline any troublesome or unplea- 
sant invitation ; nor are pleasant and 
unpleasant invitations so likely to clash 
and interfere in the town as in the 
country, for houses enough are open 
generally eveiy night to enable you in 
the way of visiting, to kill twenty or 
thirty head of game (as Mrs. Ficlget 
would say) in one evening: ; whereas, 
either on foot, or horse-back, or car- 
riages, it must cost you a journey of 
many miles in the country, and all to 
be transacted by vulgar day-light, and 
all in regular tui-ns, without one omis- 
sion, or .any notorious, preference ; 
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where^Sj in Lpiicioi) pf^ferences ^ 
least are possible, as not belog very ea- 
sy to detect. 

It is a gieat comfort al^o, that ia 
London, wheuever they please^ ^^ t^rds 
of a feather," Tnqy get together,: 
Vhereaa ail soci^y in the country, i^, 
for the most part, so heterogenous and 
unharmoniou^ that you will gener^ly 
stc fieacocks and ffiarronv&i eagles ^id 
torn (its, Canary birds and croivs^ gold* 
finches and Didafiperu all jumbled to- 
gether; and if one iieacoch would 
wish to find another/ieacoc^^oronf ea- 
gle another eagle ^ perhaps th(?y may 
Took the whole country through befo^^ 
they ^^^ one ; in London there is at 
"W^ays plenty of all kmds, both of bud^ 
and beasts, clean and uiK^lean, from the 
highest to the lowest, so that every one 

may find his fellow geeae^ owU^ 

rooko, awalloivs^ cormorants^ lions ^ tU 
gersy bearsy wolves^ foxesi and asses I 
to a certainty, every beaj>t of firey^ and 
every bird oijiassage. 

The only equ^^izing plan to be a- 
daptcd in the country, is, as soon a^ 
possible, to set the whole party down 
to cards. Two whist^ cassino, or qua- 
drille tablps will dispose of Jour coutii 
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it at kast of the elderly birds and a 
good bouncing rouK(/ game will take 
aH the rest off your hands i by sup- 
plying the want of conTersation in 
those who cannot talk) and effectually 
stopping^ the mouths of all that can^ 
the different^ measures of talents and 
informatk>n which the several individ- 
tials of the company may chance to 
possess, are so happily brought to a 
par at a card table^ that the wise can 
be no longer distinguished from the 
waky iior the witty from the duU^ nor 
Ae lively from the stupid^ nor the sage 
from the savage^ nor the %aint from the 
einner ; or, in other words, the pea* 
cock from the sparrowy the eagle from 
the tom*tity 8cc. &c. fee—Though no 
two of the whole covey may chance to 
be of " one feather,** tliey are sure e- 
nough to be, (at a card table) all of one 
note-^^^ 7'w© by honora^ and three by 
cards ; Great caas, little caasy and the 
apadesy Ma^am** or—-** You go upy 
Miesy and I draw ;** become of neces- 
sity as much the song of the nightin' 
gale as of the magfiiey of the gol^nch 
as of the gully of the turtle dove as of 
the goahawky though their plumage 
be as different as it is possible to con- 
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ceive. Do but turn, genlle reader, tb 
FOLIO 12 of that learned work which 
lately made so much bustle in the 
world, and which o€ course I conclude 
to be in every library in the kingdoni^ 
except, perhaps, the Bodleian and la 
/ew others, I mean the peacock at 
HOME, and see, what little difference 
the filumage makes, and how much 
upon a /iar the Dowager Lady Toucan^ 
and Dame Owlet, Doctor Bu^zard^ 
and Admiral Penguin appear to be, 
and how perfectly it seems to have 
been forgotten, by the party them- 
selves perhaps, but at all events by the 
Lady of the house, (or rather my 
Lord Peacock) that they would not 
be accounted " birds of a feather," 
upon any other occasion. 

I wonder, for my own part, that I 
am not more fond of cards than I hap* 
pen to be, for the very essence of the 
amusement seems to me to consist in 
thinking'to-one's^self' — either in the 
/breed euftfiresaion of the bright ideas 
and useful information with which the 
witty and the wise might be entertain- 
ing the company, were but the com- 
mon channel of converse and commu- 
nication left open to them : or in the 
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^secr^H fionderationay hofiea^ achemesj 
mit/iesj/eara^ and (Usigna of every ph)- 
ibsaed ami anxious player : or in the 
reatraint put upon the passions, in of" 
derly comfianyy during an occupation 
in which irritation^ vexation^ perhaps 
even envy^ hatred^ malice^ jealousy, 
and revenge must, in the nature of 
things, be as nearly as possible inevit- 
able* at leaat in some breasts, from the 
beginning of almost every game to 
the very end of it^ Do but look again 
at the picture, and see, for instance, if 
the dowager Lady Toucariy don't seem 
(while, she dare not utter her feelings,) 
Xohethinking'to-heraelfxhsX she could 
willingly cldw Admiral Penguin^a 
eyes out, for not being able to^ave her 
from being beaated ; while Dame 
Ovflef is more pleasantly, (but not, per- 
luaps, less spitefully) thinking'tO'UK^" 
aelf how fortunate she is to have snug 
in her own hand, the happy card that 
is to do the business. The noble Ad- 
miral, forgetful of his element and pro- 
fession, evidently appears to be think- 
ings not of thtjishea of the sea as u- 
sual,, but of the ^hea in the fiool ; 
while Dr. Buzzard alone, seems to 
turn avfayf as though not very fond of 
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quadfilUi and (iiosmdip) loay he thiMt^ 
ing^ti'/dm9€lfi how much rather he 
would be at home, or visidBg his pa* 
ti^ts, writing presoriptionBy -and &m^ 
gering of feea ; heartily viaHiw^/^ 
himself, besides, perhaps^ that tJbe pool, 
was out| or Ms pai>tner Dame Owlet mt- 
the bottom of the sea, ior playiBg ae 
slow, aod lookii^ dl the while so stu* 
pidly traiiquU, patient and composed* > * 
O Cards !-*^ards !-^Cards 1~ 
Noble, admirable, viduable inven« 
tion ! so in&lUbly conduciTe to tbe 
moral improvement of the young'^ aud •. 
to the peace and satisfactiou of tlie oid 
•—[Wherever, that is, they are taken 
up, not now and then only, for mtre «• 
musement^ once in a months or «», but ' 
made a part of every evenings ei^ 
tertainmeiit, and every day's occupn* 
tion—] The young cannot fsdl to learn 
from it, 1k>w to look sharp in time after - 
the 7nain chance j to have a lively re* 
ganl for their neighbor's ftrofierty^ to 
be circumspect in all their dealings^ to. 
win their way, if not by tricks and sUat* 
agems, yet by art and management^ 
and if not to go straight forward, yet 
at least to eht^ succes^Uy ihrough 
life. 
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1^<>Alltinust ntttunUy preseiref 
(during all the hours liot/y and nightly^ 
deToted thereto,) as irell from anjr 
fiantful reflections on the fiaety as fironr 
anf 09rr-«iudpff« firefi€mUion» forju" 
Mntf : helping i^l the while to quick'* 
en their hopes of eternity^ hy enabling 
them to km Time J at the very moment 
that Time is d(»ng all he can to Hit 
Memv^^Butto retum^*-^ 

In the countrf) you must always vU 
sit in ftrofiria fterafma j that is, you 
mostactually go yourselves to people's 
holises ;'*— but in London^ if y<mr aer* 
voter goes for you^ it is often just as 
weii ; or if instead of making your ap^ 
pearance in person, you honor your 
acquaintance wkh your name only on 
a cord of certain dimensions, it is no af* 
front, and^ TMnka-Lto^myael/^ per- 
haps quite aa agreeable to all fiartiea. 
-&— This is a noble convenience, and 
cuts off a world of disquietude and 
trouble. 

It is no uncommon case in Lmidon 
for a servant to know better than a la- 
dy's own self whom she is acquainted 
with; «id many instances occur, I be- 
lieve, in which the whole business of 
visiting passes no further than between 
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jmnageoDNit of tfae traatfeff ai»d ««• 
change of carcU, conduct tii^ matter 
y/Mi an ^fa«e.aiMl a«^«t^»^« that cloes 
tliomtafifutecraciitt.a^ no 4ouHthair 
mstreaaesioa 

. Aa«(»r7aiits;Qf thepreaent dayans 
^Mit ii»i€^domXhe subject of c<»nTi<ie«a« 
non among fiiandaand acqu^iataocey 
at. I have more than onoa had ocoa- 
ttoii to allude to their meidtsy.and. am 
aiirayt atixiona to bestow pxaiae i^pe 
kkstcictly due, as besides there axe 
few of my feilaw-creatuces in regurd 
to whose conduct and demeanocy / 
think m&r^, to my^lf, as I am in the 
habit of observing them in their diffid- 
ent departmenta, 1 cannot help offer- 
ing a few remarks on that most amia* 
ble class of peraons.-r- 

There is .nothing» perhaps of which 
this age may more justly boast.than of 
the very imfiro-ued state of these do- 
mestic conveniences. No longer db- 
tbgaished, except in certain cases* by 
any articles of dre^s^ from their mas- 
ters or mistresses* they nobly lift .up 
their heads on high, like the other lords 
nd ladies of the creation, and asaume* 
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'wfthoot exceptloii, alt Ihe airt and grai^ 
ces,and roannera ofth^r emidoyera^ 
iirhich makes a gay world of it kom 
top to bottom. 

Instead of giving any body the trou- 
ble of hiring' thenij in the c^-fashiened 
way, their only mode of coming ii^ 
service now, is, to hire themselves t 
they wait not to be asked) what tAey 
tan do^ but ingenuously tell you at 
once what they vfon*t do ; and if upon 
trial, they should happen to suit ^dr 
employers ever so well, yet if their 
Employers do not exactly BUit thern^ 
they avoid all disagreement by with- 
drawbgafonce. 

Formeriy if a servant came into ser- 
vice in his teens, he would do his best 
10 condnue in the same service till his 
dotage.— .There was no getting rid of 
him :— he clung to his master or mis- 
tress like ivy to an oak tree : but now 
they are for ever going and comings 
which has introduced such an agreea* 
ble variety into this department of life, 
that there is no saying how many new 
fac€s one master or mistress may see 
in the course of a year. All the dull- 
ness and monotony of a joint interest, 
and mutual attachment are quit^ at an 
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end ; no master need ever be encuiU" 
bered long with the same servant, be- 
cause no servant will long consent 
now-a-days to live with the same mas- 
ter i — let them be employed by whom 
they will ; let them be indulged, coax- 
ed, pampered, and caressed ever so, 
yet such is the aspiring nature of thek* 
kioble minds, that they must soon be 
gone again to " better themaelvee^'* 
and who could have the heart to stop 
them? 

There is one circumstance rather 
unpleasant attending the perpetual 
change of servants. It is irksome, 
(to shy people at least like myself,) to 
sit and be looked at during the hour of 
dinner, by a parcel of ett angers around 
one's table ; but this is easily to be a- 
voided in small parties by the use of 
the dumb waiVfr— .a sort of snuggery, 
tvhich I confess, for my own part I 
take great delight in, whenever prac- 
ticable ; for a dumb waiter can plain- 
ly tell no secrets^ which a sfieaking 
one may : besides, the dumb waiter I 
mean, is generally both deaf and blind 
into tlTC bargain, which, Thinks-l'tO' 
myself, multiplies one's comfort great* 
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Sensible of the heavy charge ihey 
inust be, In these most expensive 
times, to those with whom ttiey live^ 
servants are careful to guard against 
waste, by letting you know, as distinct- 
ly as they can, what will best suit their 
tippethes, and what not ; and as they 
all cat pretty hearty as long as they 
liave just what they chuae to eat^ the 
-quantity of broken victuals is notlike- 
^r to be so great, as if they were to 
leave you in the dark as to their pair' 
ticular likings and dislikings : — ^Is 
then is a modem accommodatiosi of 
greait importance :— if you or your 
housekeeper make any mistake in pro- 
Tiding for the tables beloW stairs, t^n- 
mediate murmuring and comftknnt 
iMOTx sets all to rights again, by letting 

- you into the secret of the necesaiiy of 

- tetter management. 

Their exemption from toxes and 
household cares, renders ^em m[ost 
happaly careless and indifferent to all 
publie and {Brivate distresses and ca« 

- mmities, so that they fortunately «ijoy, 
in general, an equal state of spirits, and 
should any great national misfortvme» 
or family loss, bring sorrow and heavi- 
ness into the d?awing-ro6m, it must 

Nn 
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be a g^re^t blessing and delight to know 
that you have nothing to do but open 
the door, and you will be sure at all 
times to hear the voice of joy and 
gladness in the servants' hall and kitch« 
en. 

Formerly, there used to be great 
danger of concision in most house-* 
holds from the perfect indifTerence 
"with which every servant would per- 
form, when requwed, every sort of set- 
vice : — If the master gave but the 
word of command, or expressed any 
sort of want, none stopped to enquire 
whose place it was to obey, but the 
first that happened to be within hear- 
ing would be eager to discharge the 
duty demanded ; and if more than one 
heard his voice, you might have seen 
the jolfy footman tumbling in his ea- 
gerness over the great fat house^keep" 
er, or the house^keeficr over the cooky 
or the cook over the old gouty buHtr^ 
all anxioi}S to obey the impressive call ; 
but^now, every servant makes it his 
business to know his own place so ex- 
actly, that it is a matter xA impos^biU- 
ty that one should any longer invaide 
the department of another : let the call 
be ever so Imd, or the emergency er- 

r- 

Digitized by Google 



Thinks'I'to-myaclf. 204 

^ 80 {Nressing, no entreaty, or chiding^ 
IK> coaxing, or commanding could in^ 
duco a butier to consent to do the 
.Wiock of a footwany or a footman the 
"Work oi^Lgrooviy or 9i houaemaid the 
'Work of a cook^ov a cook the work of a 
h^uaemaid^ bu^ everv one will be iound 
to have such, an invincible disposition 
t(». {deserve the order and etiquette of 
^ngS) that the smallest irregularity in 
this respect on the part of any master 
or any mi^ess» is sure to be checked 
or corrected by the timely advice and 
naemento that, " It ia not my place to 
do so and ao.' * ^ This also is an in- 
vention of very modern date. 

There is one office, duty, or ser» 
^ice, oi^aosne im^oitance tothe com* 
£)rt and welfare of the community, 
which is now entirely relinquished and 
abandoned by the whole race and or* 
der of the domestics ; namely, that of 
informing the master or mistress of 
any disorderly proceedings on the part 
of the household in general. ^' Ma'am," 
says Mrs. Houaekeefier^ ''I did cec* 
tainly know long ago that Dolly the 
Housemaid did intrigue with CharleaL 
Haei footman^ but I th9Ught it was not 
my dunn€*8 to interfere ;"— ^fid" Sir/^ 
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says Mr. Butler, ^ I certafelf thQti^it 
that some nlTer spoons were missiDg^' 
and that MoUtf the dairymaid ^^saed 
too fine ; but I did not like to ge$ i 
gtr among my JeUoW'^ervanfs^ by ; 
king 9nyfiiece of work about it" t 

It used ionnerlf to be a nofttter <^ 
convenience for €aiff master or miBtr«sS' 
to communicate an order of direotio» 
through a third person :-*-to leH the 
dusler, for instance, to tett the roifc;^-' 
man to wait at table, or the footman, tot 
ask the ^roomtocarry a letter to the 
X>ost :-— hut this round-about mode o^ 
communication is now properly put an' 
end to; Mr. Butler no longer dare 
presume to tell Mr. Coachman^ to 
wait at table; nor Mr. Charles tlie' 
foofman^ Mr. Bob the groom to carry a * 
letter to the post ; Mrs. HouBeheefier 
to tell Mrs< House^medd to help h#r 
prepare the sweet-meats; nor the 
nurse to ask the laundry'maid to bring 
uplitde Miss's dinnw. But if these 
things are to be done for the special 
accommodation of the master and mis* 
tress, it is settled and agreed, that in 
point of etiquette^ they -are bound to 
deliver the commands themselve*— 
which is but paymg a proper compH- 
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m&k to their sbpremacy :— and 
thoQgh resistance may be often made 
ev^n to the commands of masters and 
roiBtregses themselves in such cases, 
yet one step at least in the disturbance 
and discomfiture of ^milies is by this 
meiins sv^inded, while the honors dignU 
ttfj firkhy and imftortance of all the 
uncfyr^^seroants remains inviolate — a 
pcAnt most pArticularly to be attended 
to in the present day, by all who wish 
to H^e (with the consent and permis- 
sion of their dependants) in peace and 
quietness. 

Irt old timeS) every male servant 
wore a Hvery, the best possible badge 
of his calling and profession, though 
rather a degrading one, and therefore, 
of course, better laid aside ; and thus 
we «e, that now, none wiU wear a 
livery that can possibly avoid it ; and 
where livery servants must be kept for 
show and parade, they are so chosen 
and selected as amply to compensate 
the casual degradation of their harle- 
quin jackets ;— none being admitted 
into the chosen band, but such as are 
distinguished above their fellows, by 
extraordinary altitude or beauty of per- 
aO»i or eleganee of igure^ or gentility 
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of address ; the exterior is all that n 
atlended to, aiid they are genenJIy 
hired by measure, 

I cannot pretend to say whether ^lo 
above improvements are owing tno^ 
to the roasters and roistresses of this 
present day, or to the servants them- 
selves : — perhaps they deserve to share 
the praise between them; perhaps 
both have contriVuted all they could to 
that happy change of manners and cir- 
cumstances, upon which I have judg- 
ed fit to congratulate the public at. 
large. 

At times when the servants of othear 
countiies were judged to be notorious- 
ly bad, the wisest heads seem to have 
been puzzled to know where exacdy 
to fix the dlame ; some thought U^ 
masters were in fault, and othevs the 
senants : — ^no wonder therefore, if I 
am now equally puzzled to know how 
to portion out aright XhteommendaUofX^ 
that may be due to each. About thiif- 
ty years ago, a celebrated French wri- 
ter thus speaks of the bad condtdon of 
servants at Paris, attributing thek 
faults in a great degree, to the conduct 
of their masters, 

*' Servants 'mf^rmer dt^y^^** says hei 
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for the title of the chapter is Ab^ 
Grand* Meresy our Grand mothers, 
" huule part of the family :— they were 
treated with less civility, but more af* 
^tion ; of which they being duly sen- 
•sible» were in proportion grateful and 
Attentive .'—masters were better ser- 
ved, and could depend upon them for 
a degree of fidelity very rare in these 
days;— care was taken to preserve 
them alike from vice and from want ; 
and, in return for their services and o* 
bedience, they plentifully enjoyed all 
the fruits of kindness and protection ; 
but, now, servants pass from house to 
■house, and from place to place, per- 
fectly indifferent what master it is they 
nerve, and will come into the presence 
of the one they have just quitted, with- 
out the smallest emotion ;— they nevet* 
-get together but to reveal the secrets 
they have been in the way to discov- 
er; and are in fact, no better than 
spies : and, as they are all well paid, 
and well fed, but deafdaedj they per- 
ceive it to be so, and therefore are be- 
come our greatest enemies :-— former- 
ly they led a frugal, laborious, hard 
Jife, but they were held m some esteem 
and regard) and^ therefore, the faith- 

Digitized by Google 



396 TMnk^-I-io-myMctf. 

ful servant commonly died of <^ age 
bfthe nde of his master/' 

This author does not seem to be 
quite aware of some of the comforts 
flowing from the changes he de^ 
scribes >— certainly, his old masters 
were shockingly unfashionable, though 
his ncvf ones might be somewhat to 
blame. 

The other account I have to give, 
throws the blame upon the %ervant9 : 
the original is in Latin ; don't be 
fHghtened, ladies, it is Clodpole trans- 
lates, and it was one of your greatest 
favorites, who wrote it, — even the fa- 
mous Pe(rareh,r^thc 8oniietteer>— the 
lover of Lattra^ — a great yioc/, a great 
lovevj and a great fihiloanfihcr^ and 
what is more than all, a great man, ht 
he kept great company, and, probably, 
had in his time a great many great ser- 
vants : — it is worth reading at all e- 
vents, because it is nearly five hun- 
dred years old, and so good as servants 
are Ttow^ you could scarcely believe it 
possible {mnk^I^to-myself.) that 
they could ever have been so bad. 

** Seneca,*' says he, ** has «aid a 
great deal in excuse of aervantsit throwt 
ing the whole folame on their ^imsters^ 
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and he commends htsfriexMi Luvilms^ 
fior. iiviag familiarly with his domes- 
tics :— What can 1 say ?— 1 do not 
Hke to dispute the option of so great a 
iQaiiv.atid^ yet, I imist confess things 
appear to me quit^ otherwise :-^-pos^ 
s^ly^ they had the adrastage, either of 
g^reater skill and prudence ta make 
their servants jiraacfy or better luck in 
meeting with such as . happeard Po be 
gxiod :— *to myself, neitbev of these 
things ever occurred.^ though I have 
%yseD particularly si^itous about both : 
—•let others^ therefore, see to their 
own^eencevns^ as to. myself I cannot 
pmse what I have never known >-^to 
TfiCy the . race of servants is above sdl 
tilings abominable^ mid I regard noth- 
ing, as more true, than the eld proverb 
w^ which Seneca fmds fault, nunely, 
that ^ as. many servants ifes you have, 
so many enemie*; you have/' 

^ I do not pretend' to disfHite what 
he says in particular, or to deny his au- 
thorities ;-*but whether it be owing to 
the change of times^ ot mere d^nce, 
or my own impadente^ 1 do declare 
that I never yet saw a good sei'vant, 
though I am continually upon the look 
outfbrthem: aad* if I were by accident 
O o 
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ever to meet with one, I should be as 
much amazed as if I had met a nuui 
with two heads.*' 

^ And lest any should be disposed 
from what I ^ay, to attribiite.;tlu8 ei*- 
ther to my paitkuiar carelessness or 
severity, 1 must protest that I have tri* 
ed e-vtry exf^ed^nt: Lucilius could 
not live; with hu servants more famil- 
iarly thanr.1 have done with mine / I 
have acf-via^d with, them, 1 hav« coii'. 
'versed with them, I have even admit* 
ted them to my table ,•* I have ponfi- 
ded to them my fiermn and my /irq/i^- 
ty^ and trustjed them on psuppsse. ta 
make them faithful ;^— but this my cou- 
fidence in them has never answered ; 
every artifiGe, on the contrary^ has 
been practised against me ; not one of 
rxij servants but what has become 
more insolent in consequence of my 
familiarity, and more unmanageable in 
consequefice of my indulgence; and as 
^miliari^ has bred contempt, so has 
my confidence in them t)nly made 
them thieves :-^let Seneca thefl say 
what he pteases of Ais servants, I must 
speak what I think of zny omn and oth- 

Remember this was «(rHteii $0p years s^ot 

Digitized by Google 



<»st for I knownot bow it U» butifl 
«peak the truth* I think they are all a* 
like : — I confess, for my own part, I 
€m1 nothing in life so vexatious as the 
obstinacy Mid perverseness of servants* 
Other wars aiui eontentions have their 
intervals of peace and repose, but with 
these domestic foes, we must fight 
without intermission. I am not, how- 
ever, unmindfttl,??~-(3nfaf»l«-/^^o-my- 
^f, It is as welt to add this, though it 
does at fire tent in no manner apply to 
"any of w«,) " that we ought to learn to 
bear with patience wliat we know to 
have befallen the greatest and best of 
men :— even Ulysses, in that celebra- 
ted era which is term^ heroicaly a- 
mong the other hBxd toils and labors 
he su tained, is said to have been sore- 
ly affilirted at the insolence of his ser- 
vants and hand-maidens ; and, in more 
modem days, as report, goes, the Em- 
per »r Frederick never ceased, (living 
and dyinf}:,) to complain of the injuries 
he h ad sustained from servants." 

How happy. (Thinka'I-tO'myself), 
how superlatively happy we ought to 
be, that neither of the above accounts 
do at all apply to the masters, or mis- 
tresses) or servants of the times and 
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cotintrjr in whtcfa we Eve.H*«(Mo ^---lKyvvs 
amoag oursehres^ ev^ry ttnagis cer^ 
Xcct and comfortable ; masters lov^ 
their senrtnt% and scrvais^ their tnas" 
ters })»«-«-iaiilreafies their maids, and 
maidai their mistresses •> hew mtich>I 
do not even attempt ta describe ^«*-a6 
notknng can exceed the ^iei^ st^&mu^ 
swe, and. civil obedience of the present 
race of servants, XbeHtJrugeUiiyy txti, 
dxUgencfi^ ^eisfiaHent comfUianee md 
ccTttemednes* with e»eTf thing fwfcwi* 
04^ thesQ, and every thing provicted/br 
M(nK, so nothini^ surely^ can everex** 
ceed the tare which modem. «ia»^er# 
have of their 9^nMzo/«' interests^ both 
te7n/ioralzihd.^tmtual •— *in the wo^s 
ef(an old^uthor^o^ 

<« Th«y caie not wlut wuges they give, 1 
«• They ewe not what life 'tis tlwy live." 

5/?f the epistles of the very learned 
Giimbledumfisiua ; but N. B look 
ahaipt or, fierhafia^ you will not find it. 

When Emily and myself fa rst went 
to London, we tgok with ijs some old 
fashioned servants from Giumble- 
thorpe, being willing rather to put up 
ivith their old and uncouth ways, than 
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take a new set merely to please our- 
selves ;•— as they have been in Xht fam- 
ily ever since they wcfre chitdren, they 
"Will probably all soon dtop off by de- 
grees, and then we shaH have a gener- 
al reform of our wliole houseli6ld : 1 
confess, it will be a happy rnoment for 
xnysdf, because then I may feel at lib- 
erty ; at present, their continual con- 
cern and anxiety about my health and 
my happiness, and the health and hap- 
piness of my wife and childffen, and the 
order and regularity of my house, and 
the morals and behaviour of the under 
servants, perfectly prevents our doing 
many things, that are quite common in 
other iamilics, though somewhat con- 
trary to the laws both of God and man : 
it is very trying to live under such re- 
straints I 

The provoking thing is, that not- 
withstanding all their old-fashioned 
habits, and troublesome aiixiety about 
ome's happiness, long acquaintance nat- 
"ural^y produces even a sttong degree 
of love anrl esteem for them, so that 
lew I should think could fii^d in their 
tiearts to tuvn them adrift, if they hap- 
pen not to wish to depart of them- 
selves ; the \ety nurse that nursed we. 
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that t(xA me first from ray mother's 
lap. Is sdll an inmate of my house » 
though so afflicted with the rheuma- 
tism and a defect of sight, and w<»ti 
down with age, as to be perfectly and 
entirely useless, I have been weak e- 
Dough to promise that she shall hare 
' run for life among us, and that I will 
deposit her remauns when she dies, 
somewhere near her old master and 
mistress, in the church^yard at Gruin- 
blethorpe. 

Luckily for her, Emily and my chil- 
dren find amusement in her old sto- 
ries, and, I believe, often encourage 
her to talk of past times, which is her 
greatest delight : they have learnt 
from her, I find, the exact p>attem of 
the cap and frock the Clodfiole had on 
at his christening ; who made the cfick^ 
ade to denote my boyhood ; how ma- 
ny yards of lace there were in it, and 
what sort of lace it was ; — she remem* 
bers the color of my first pair of bree- 
ches, and the very pattern of my but- 
tons, which, by all accounts, appear to 
have been of the sugar-loaf shape ;— 
often do tears trickle down her cheeks 
^«vhen shie relates what shocking chU" 
blaina poor little master Bobby had in 
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the hard weather, aiid how she used to 
bathe them> and anoint them, and 
chafe them with her hands, and wrap 
them up in her apron as 1 sat, crying 
and sobbing upon her lap, before the 
irarserjr fire ;-^she knowd exactly how 
many nights she sat up with me when 
I had the measles, and the small-pox, 
aad when 1 cut ray eye-teeth ; she can 
recount, and! believe often does, all 
the planks of my childhood, aiid boy- 
hood, and youth. 

But she is in all her glory when she 
describes the splendid and costly dres- 
ses which she remembers my grand^ 
father 2ind grandmother to have worn i 
such gold and sUver lace^ as broad as 
one's hands! rich silka that would 
hare stood an end of themselvfes !— - 
**Aye," (^he will say sometimes,) 
V things were very different then : then a 
I>utche88 might be distinguished from 
a Milk-maid^ and a Duke from a Valley ' 
dc'sham /—then the wages and hire of 
servants and apprentices were not all 
spent in dress as it is now a-days, but 
■was sent home to the relief of their aged 
parents^ to prevent their becoming de- 
pendent on^ or a burthen to their par- 
ishes, or laid up for times of sickne^ 
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or want ;— *but who can wonder that 
thing3 ave as they are, when ^ shoema- 
l^er's apprentice can have the as&ur- 
apce tp. dress like, a lord, or a washer- 
M^oinan's dau^bter like a ladyv and not 
be ashanxed of ity and their parents or. 
their employers be such fools as to en- 
courage it 'i" — So will she continuaUy 
run on, shaking her head and lifting 
up her hands at the sad, times and ^od 
changes she has lived to witness ;— 
fgr as such «A<? regards them, 

1 had great apprehensions at firs^ 
that she would have been the occasion 
of thedeath.ofray wife^ or some of my 
children* not only from her overfgnd, 
attachment to tketn^ but to certain an^ 
dent nursery firejudicesM When mf 
eldest child was boru^. though it Was. 
in the very mlddle^ of the month of Ju** 
ly, she would have an enormous ftw 
lighted in the roonii and a warmmg- 
]ian held within the curtains of the bedy 
whenever there was any necessity to. 
undraw them, so much as the space of 
two inches, for the purpose of introdu- 
cing any supply of food, or drink* or 
xnedicine ; so that had not the apothe- 
qmy interposed pretty peremptorily, I 
Eerily think both Emily and her off- 
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spring would have been entirely suffo- 
cate<l :«— then, the pap she made for the 
infant, thick enough for the spoon to 
stand upright in, was to be forced by 
doat'iuU% into the tiny stomach of the 
new-bom, to prevent the ivind getting 
in; and when it had been introduced 
in such unmerciful quantities, as ne- 
cessarily to occasion a de\^reer of di^ten^ 
sion^ so uneasy as to throw the poor 
child almost into convulsions, more 
f\iel was to be added to the flame, be- 
cause it was a case proved in her own 
mind, that vnnd had got in neverthe- 
less, and that a child could cry foi noth- 
ing but wind jk-ViVid wind could come 
from nothing but emfitiness ; so that 
the more she kept stuffing, the more 
the child cried,— and the more the 
child cried, the mdre she kept stuf- 
fing it. 

When, at last, by dint of stuffing and 
cramming, she had brought it to such 
a state of continual suffering and con- 
tinual crying, that nothing seemed 
likely to appease it, she revealed to us 
this i5rcat nursery mystery, videlicit, 
that Providence had provided for such 
sort of infantine cryings, but only one 
cttr€ in the whole compass of the uni- 
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verse ; and that this one and ooly-cure* 
and remedy was, a bit of a you no 
HoASi'KD bUCKiNG PIG 1 ! for whicli 
she would have had of cour^ a spe- 
cial messenger sent out, upon the 
fleetest horse in the stables^to rum- 
xnage and explore all the pigrstyes in 
the country round. 

It was in vain that I tried to laugh 
or to argue her out of any of these pre- 
possessions :— lieven took the pains to 
describe to her, as well as I could, the 
narrow dimensions of an in&ut's stooi* 
ach, and the minute vessels on which 
all its nourishment depended :^n a 
joking way, though most seriously con- 
vinced of its truth, I used often to tell 
her, that in aU likelihood, old nurses- 
zndgoaaips had sent more human crea* 
tures out of life than either gunsy or 
sworda,, filague^ pestilence^ or Jandne^ 
and that but for the blunders and mis- 
management of such sort of good 
folks, half, if not two-thirds of the in- 
fants that have perished, would, prob- 
ably, have lived and done well ;f-— but 
I might as well have talked to tbe« 
wind :— .it gei^erally ended in a^— 
** Doij't tell me, my dear young ^- 
tleman, of your iSa/vc#f and- your /^lif^ 
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and your iiarrotj stomachs^ and small 
vessels^ how should you men know any 
•thing about it ?— Did*nt /bring up you, 
and your sister^ and Master Tommy y 
and Miss Jennys (dll they were near 
six months old,) and should have 
brought up the whole eleven your 
mamma had, had they not turned out 
so *tc^-ft/ and ^^ft/ that there was no 
rearing them any how I" 

She spoke truly enough, for, by all 
accounts, we Vfere all sickly and filty, 
and, I verily believe, nothing but a ve- 
ry accidental strength of stomach in the 
case of my sister and myself, prevented 
our going the way of the other nine, 
that is, being killed with kindness ; 
— 'Stuffed and crammed^ and coddled 
out of this wicked world almost as soon 
AS we were bom into it. 

Much as I love and esteem the good 
old lady herself, and many of her con- 
temporarfes, I cannot but feel satisfi- 
ed, that it will be a great blessing to 
posterity, and future generations to be 
born, when, in the course of nature, 
and revolution of things, the whole 
race of stuffers^ and crammers, and cod' 
lersy^ are defunct and done away from 

* I include Oxtfm, not that I would have 
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the &ce of the earth ; I cannot caU 
my Tiine brothers and sisters back a- 
gain, but I will take all the care I caa 
to prevent any of their nephews and 
neices following them in the same pre- 
mature manner, by se^ig thai they 
a^ reared in a way more evidentlj 
consonant to the plain dictates of i^a- < 
tare ; and I would advise every body * 
else who ha^fiena tofeel any desire^ to 
have their children live and do weli^ 
and to grow up, healthif^ and strongs to , 
do the same ; that is, to keep an eye 
upon these particulars, and to be care- 
ful that every infant either has its ovn . 
natural /ood^ not prepared by old nur- '. 
ses^ but by young nurses^ that is, by * 
Providence ; or, if they be by any in-. 
vincible necessity deprived of that bles^ 

infants started^ cither by cold or hunger, but 
that I conceive bc^ and 8oft\, and crovoded beds, 
and (6;fl/&A ofjlanaelfoided over tbeit mautbg 
and ears^ and noses, cannot he ffoer favorable 
to the due admission , of that aerial d^ oa 
which most of the functions of life have hith. 
erto been though tto depend ; possibly, also, 
the stomach and tnouth, and throat, vrhlth of- 
ten fcoffer the ditest evils frora being over, 
heated, might stand some chance of bemg a 
little cool^ and more con^ortaMe in the al^* 
scncc of sifch. overwheJnning iqcumbrap^p;^ 
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^ingj (nothing less than invincible ne- 
cessity should depnve them of it,} that 
then the substitutes for that natural 
food be as like it as possible ! thiii, 
light, never given too hastily, never in 
too large quantities at one time ; how 
like to all this, boats full of jiafi as 
thick as mud and perhaps as hot as 
ftrCy and |is. siveet as iyrufii ftoured 
down a child*s throat while lying fiat 
ufiOn its backy sfiirituous liquors^ s/ii" 
cet, beer^ tuine, incessant doses of God* 
frey*s Cordial^ Dalby*s Carminative^ 
&c. 8cc. 8cc. are, I leave every body 
possessed of common sense, and hith- 
erto unprejudiced, to judge and deter- 
mine. 

I have asserted all this merely, thtO: 
nobody may grudge the money they 
shall have paid for my book, because, 
though I believe almost every physi- 
cian in the king^m would now give 
the same advice, yet not without a 
guinea fee y at least, half ^ much agaiq 
as my'book is to cost-; and, besides, if 
any Infajiits in consequence of this hint, 
should be saved -&eW , the thrush^ or 
from fi$9^ or from huntors^ or from 
painful detention^ so much cr^% an4 
roaring^ day and by nighty will infal- 
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libly be prevented; so much mem 
.I)eace and quiet, of course, will take 
.place in every family ; good mothers 
will be made more happy, mid bac 
^mothers will be less teaeed ; good nur- 
ses will get more rest, and cross nu^ 
jBes will the seldomer provoked, and 
every poor little in£u)t that comes ^' 
vecing and shaking into this strange 
world «f ours, will ht sure to have, not 
only all its psdns and perils exceeding- 
ly abridged, but by giving less troub- 
le, and beuig better enabled to make 
its own way, will stand so much better 
a chance of having more friends and 
fewer enemies* more good words and 
more good wishes, than could ever be 
the case under the old stuffings over- 
feedings cryingt fretting^ dying way of 
going on ; add to all this, leaa fihysic 
will be necessary, and therefore less of 
the plague and trouble of administer- 
ing it, and now judge T^hat valuable 
advice I have given you ••♦ ttiough 

* By^ou I mean, at least, all persons ah 
ready married all that are going to be -mar- 
tied, all thatex^^ to be married, • all tbat 
meanJiAbe married, all that vtisb to bfe^ntr- 
ried, all that ou^bt. to be married^ amlal) 
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cdrtnnlf > at the expense of a large di* 
gression from my main work^— to 
^hich it is highly necessary now tore- 
turn. 

The reader will eaaly suppose from' 
^hat I have expressed of our dislikte 
to the bustle and noise of the metropo- 

that have any- inflaence over those that ate 
married : I scarce think ■ that professed old 
maids and professed old bachelors are quite 
excluded, because I am confident, many of 
the latter have nerves liable to be affected by 
the cries of an infant either in the ivay of' 
sympathy or provocation, (I hope-nrostly of 
the foriDer,) and I verily bdieve bttlfMiwtt^ 
twi thirds of those piercin^r, and- penetrating^ 
and pitiful cries might be prevented, not in 
great houses only, but in our cottages, and 
poor houses, if a proper system were gener- 
ally adopted in regard to the food, mode of 
JkefUng^ cUtbing', and tnanagtmetaoi infants ; 
vrhiie thegrasd improvennem, I wiH venture 
to say, merely consists in causing a little 
cotMiiton tense to prevail over inveterate jbrv* 
judice, and nature over superstition / — a hard 
undertaking, I know, bat not hopeless, with 
the assistance of such advice a» modem prac- 
titioners have done ^ell to communicate in 
very sensible and perspicuous publications— 
As little tiny infants ai«d brute beasts canuoe* 
Ejpeak for themselves 'XTnnks Ito-tMfself^yvhf- 
maya'tl speak for ihein^foi^iprtttnlty offers ? 

Digitized by Google 



lis, that the principal part of odr tinie 
was passed at Grumblethorpe, espe- 
cially as long as my; worthy parents 
lived.— -No events in the whole course 
of my life affected me m<Sre deeply, 
(as 1 hope my readers will believe) 
than those which bereft me of my ex- 
cellent parents : — whenever 1 had al- 
lowed myself to dwell upon the pain- 
fol prospect of our separation^ it had 
idways occurred to me^, that which ev- 
er went Jirsty the ot her would not 
long survive ; — ^and so it turiied out 
to be :— they had lived together from 
the firstrooment of their union, in such 
a state of complete harmony and agree- 
ment, that it was a most obvious con 
elusion to draw, that separate and a- 
part fhmi each other, they could not 
possibly exist on this side toe grave. 

My poor mother died of a lingering 
iHness, the foundation of which was 
laidt probably, in her close attend^Ace 
on my sister, the third year after her 
marriage, during a violent fit of sick- 
nesft. — Nothing coul! prevent her Mt- 
ting up with her, night after iiighti 
though it was in the depth of winteri 
Jiot only that she might be in the way . 
to administer to my sister^s own wants^ 
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ksk^iM. sbe fifiight superiritend occa- 
^mxmzJikf wh*t was going on in the hur 
Aery^^vrliere there were two young m- 
fantB ill also, whom my sister could 
fiot bear, (as is too comtiionly the case,) 
i to leave entirely tb servants. 

hM tts my sbter began to recover^ 
BVf HAothfer beiiatne ill, and from one 
^lE^f»re and adlment to another, gi^adtt- 
•alfy «unk into a state of debility, from 
which, too care, nor art, nor remedy 
could possibly restore her. 

There bever existed a better ipotb- 
^T, thei^ never existed a^ better wije! 
•— i dare not attempt to draw her pic- 
Hare myself, it has been already deline- 
ated by another, whose painting I 
akall adopt, most happily to avail my- 
arif©fit.— 

" She had a love so great for her lord, 
so entirely given up to a dear affee- 
tk>ft, that she thought the same things^ 
ak)d loved the same loves, and br«ith«* 
ed in his soul, and lived in his pres* 
ence, and languished in His absence ; 
and all that she was, or did, was oniy 
for, and to, her dearest lord.. 

** As she wa6 a rare wife, so she was 
<aii excellent mother : for, in so teodei? 
a constitatidn of spirit as her's W9% 
Q 
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and| is ao great a kindness towards 
her children, there hath seldoih been 
^seen a stricter and more curious caiv 
of their persons, their depbttmcrttt 
their nature, their disposition, th^ 
leaminf^, and their customs ; and^ if 
ever kindness and care did contest^ and 
make parties in hpr, yet her care and 
her severity were ever victorious afki 
she knew not how to do an ill turn to 
their severer part, by her more teiider 
and forward kindness,— and^. a^ lier 
. custom was, she turned this also into 
lov^for her loiKi % for she was ndt on- 
ly diligent to have them brcdhobty 
and religiously, but also was <iarfeW 
and solicitous that they should be 
taught to observe all the circum- 
stances and inclinations, the dedres 
and wishes of their father, as thinking 
that virtue to have no good drcum- 
stances ,which was not dressed b^^ his 
copy, and ruled by his life, and his af- 
fections ; and her prudence in the 
managing her children was so singu-; 
laif and rare, that whenever you mean 
to bless a fkmily, and pray a hearty 
a*ul profitable prayer for it, beg of 
God, that the children may have the 
excellent thingS) which (my Qioth( 
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,(ie»ig&ed for (««,) and provided for 
(ua) iu her hieart ^d wishes: that 
they may live in her purposes, and 
grow tiither, whither ahe would fain 
have brought ua ;"— she was in short, 
" in her house, a comfort to her dear- 
est lord, a guide to her children, a rule 
to her servants, and an exanjple to all." 

^This, I can" safely say, is an exact 

portrait of ray dear and excellent moth- 
er. 

My father, as a msui, a husband, and 
a parent, was, in all respects, as cor- 
rect, as amiable, and (I had almost 

^said) as rare and singular. Ms attach- 
ment to my mother was exactly in 
proportion to &er attachment to Aim> 
and, in regard to his children^ the same 
struggles of care and kindness were 
conspicuous in his whole deportment ; 
when reproof was necessary, he was 
not backward to administer it, but his 
love and kindness were still so pre- 

. dominant, that it was plain to see, that 
chiding Mas his *' airange work,'* 1 

\ muat say, that neither my sister, nor 
myself gave him much trouble i^ this 
way ; the chief thing I have to re- 
proach myself mth, is/ a sprt of ihat- 
tentipn arising from th^ disparity rf 
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years between us^ which> I im sensi- 
ble, must at times have interfered with 
Us enjoyments. I would gladly recal 
now, if 1 could, many opportunities I 
suffered to p^s^, of being more in his 
company, and more, in the way pf bis 
advice and instruction : — I may mis- 
take, but it seems to me, How ha is 
gone, as though 1 certainly omitted at- 
t^tiona of this kind, which I fear, the\^ 
best of children are liable to do ; a feS- ^ 
ing, Cowper has so adnairably touched , 
in his Task, that I cannot help remind^ 
ing my reader of so beautiful a pas-^^ . 
sage :— — ^ 

" Some friend fs gone,— perhaps— 
A Father, whose authority, In show 
"When niioftt severe, and mustering all itsfbfce, 
Was but the gtaver coaritcnancc tof love ; 
Whose favor, like the doods of sprhigy* 

, n)*)ght low'r, ^ ; 

And utter now and then an awful voice, 
But had a blessing in its darkest frown, 
Threat'ning at once, and nouri^ing the 

plant ; 
Welov'd butDot enough, the gentle hand 
Thatrcared us— atu thoughtless ajge, allui'd 
By every gilded folly, we rcriouuc'd 
His shelf'ring side, and wilfully forewent 
That converse which we now hi vain re- 
gret ; 
^>w glacPy would the m«n tcoal to- Hf^ 
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The boy's neglected sire ! a mother too, 
That sottev friend, perhaps, more gladly still. 
Might he demand them at the gates of 
Death?" 

When I reflect on these things^ it 
appeal's to me one of the strongest nat*^ 
Wal arguments for the in^nortality of 
the soul, and the renewal of our earth* 
ly relations) in a world to come, that 
even where the greatest possible at* 
tachment subsists between parents and 
their children, the mere disparity of 
years inevitably prevents that com- 
plete association of feelings, and inti- 
»ate fellowship of heart and soul, 
which is the cement and prerogative 
of all other friendships : in a world to 
come» but no where else, these things 
may be set to rights, and such attach- 
ments receive their full com|^etion. 

For many years my father acted as a 
magistrate merely for the sake of do- 
ing good ; thinking it possible, as he 
used to say, that in a low degree, it 
might give him opportunities of be* 
coming " a refuge to the .needy,** 
*' eyes," perhaps, " to the blind,'* or 
^^ feet to the lame," and, indeed, thi« 
was the bent and aim of all his procee- 
c)ings.— While his persmial characleir 
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and rank in life gave him weight wkk 
his higher neighbors, so that he could 
easily prevent all oppression and par- 
tiality, his strict justice, extreme coirr- 
tesy, and known benevolence to those 
below him, had the eflfect^ upon alt oc- 
casions, of animating the good, and in- 
timidating the base; which intimlda- 
don arose not, so much out of any 
dread of his power, or apprehen jkm 
of his severity, ((br themiftt <^ human 
kindness flowed through all his vehis,) 
but from the mere feeling and peAua- 
sion that to do wrong would disobKge 
the »gidrej or my Jbord^ as it ran latter- 
ly ;.^he made a point of hearing every 
complaint and every defence with the 
utmost tamper, patience aiid civiHty, 
and when he had seen to the best of 
his apprehension where the fault really 
hy, he f?a<re sentence in such amsft^- 
ner, as should serve at once to vindi- 
cate the equity, propriety, and nefesia- 
ty of the ' law, convince the guilty of 
the atrociousness and folly of his con- 
duct, and reconcile the parties for the 
time to come: — ^my father's chosen 
motto, indeed, seemed to be— i.<* Par^ 
cere aubjectie^ et debeltare aufierbmf* 
^— which I shall take leave to translate. 
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— <* To aid the lov>ly^ and restrain the 
/ir^ttrf,'*— but I have often heard him 
flay* he waa not unfirequently puzzled : 
for he did not always find the ^uperbi a- 
mong tlie rich, or the subjecti amon^ 
tba-poor. 

.. His death ^m ahi^oat sudden to 
tiaoae that were abotit hiin. That he 
\iever enjo^d himself after the decease 
of my mother, was eviderit to us all ; 
hut what ho actually felt and suffered^ 
he kept a prolbafid secret; he com- 
pkined of nothing ; but it was very 
perceptible that his old amusements 
had lost dl their attraction»— that time 
hung lieavy on his hands, and his ap- 
petite failed : that he himself foresaw 
, that his end was approacliing, I con- 
dude from many conversations he had 
with roe, and from some particular di- 
reciiona and advice he seemed more 
than conmionty anxious to impress up- 
on my mind. A few hours only be- 
fxxe he died) (w^ch happened at last, 
suddenly, as he sat in his chair,) he 
called me4o him, and formally thank- 
ed roe for ray attention and kindness to 
him— -spoke in raptures of my mother, 
and expressed « hope that they should 
aooQ meet agatn^'he exhorted me to 
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be kind and indulgent when lie "was 
gone to all his teaaota vad aeivonts : 
*' As a JSfoblemanf* said he^ *< I btm^ 
you will always ^ct nMy^^^hxch is 
almost all I can say upon the subjeet ; 
—degrade not yourself by low cempa- 
. Dy^or low anmsemeatii, yet be conde- 
scending ; a great man is never so 
great as when he stoops to those whi 
are only below him in the accidental 
circumstances of fortune or statibn: 
endeavor always to be leaenred with- 
out pride, and familiar wkhout memi- 
ness. As a Peep, if you ever come to 
sit in the house, be indep^dent, not 
vexaUously thwarting and harassing 
the Executive at every t^m (which itis 
as easy for him to do who deserves no 
place, as for Mm who scorns to solicit 
one,) but preserve such a dear free- 
dom of opinion, as may RU^r satisfy 
your own mind, that y<»i have net 
bound yourself by any irrevocaye ob- 
ligation to vote pne wayor the other : 
give no proxy ; it will be 3rour priii- 
iege, but it see4ns to me a mere bur- 
lesque upon the debates of th^ House ; 
a fair one, perhaps often, but not ored*> 
itahle — vote, and decide ^or yimrsetf. 
I hope I need noi pdfy^de rtHgi9m^l 
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trust you have ever had such exam- 
ple's before your eyes in this respect, 
4A may have- made an indelible impres- 
'Sion upon your mind ; yet, be careful ; 
the world abounds tn snares and temp- 
tai^ons/; the mote you possess in this 
world, the more you mtat have to ac- 
countfory and the nwre you matj ha^e , 
to lose in the world to come, where 
'earthly pretensions will be utterly un- 
known. 

These were among the last words 
jve uttered j in three hours after, he 
was carried a corpse to his chamber, % 
and the glittering coronet, with all its* 
dangerous accompaniments and weigh- 
ty incumbrances, descended upon my 
head. ■ 

. In looking over his papers after his 
deatl^the following lines were found, 
blotted in places, and evidently written 
in haste. Being in his own hand, and 
having in (Hie corner of the paper a 
date corresponding-aearly with the pe- 
riod of my mother's , death, I can 
scarce doubt but they were written up- 
on that occasion, though he certainly 
jiever showed them to any of us, and 
does jiot appear to have ever taken the 
paias to write them out fair ; on which 
Rr 
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account, perhaps, I ought not to make 
them public ; but I cannot quite rec- 
oncile it to rayself to suppress tViem, 
as they manifestly bespeak a most re- 
signed temper of mind under Dfi^of th« 
sorest calamities incident to human 
nature. 

How without rule ate tl\e decrees of God ! — 
How be chastises ! — How he spares the lodi ! 
Scarce does it ever 8ee>n that right prevails ; 
How oft, Q\i\\xJlourisb€i, and W iriMc Jails /-*•' 
What must I thhik on this severe dt ciec» 
Which, ihro' the will of God, now humbles 

ME ? 
Ami to thiT^k Him hlnd^ who could destroy 
Every fopd hope I had of lasting joy ? 
Ami to think HtM mtrcifiU who knew 
The pan^s I felt and > e his a:d withdrew !— 
Am 1 to ihink Him^ocx/ who could ordain 
To innoceiice and w.^rth, disease and pain?— 
Am I to think Him msCt who could with* 

- draw 
The fairest pattern that the world e'er saw ? 
The best example of the purest life ; 
The tondest mother, and rhe chastest wife ? 
The mildest miMress, and the warnnest 

friend ? 
Could bring such virtues to an eaUy end ? 
He who could re-illume the languid oye, 
And have deferr'd at will the parriijg s'gh ? . 
Have tUm'd aside the thrcateiiing dart of 

death. 
Have helped the feeble pulse, the shorl'tting 
breath? 
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A,m 1 to think UiH graciou$. good^indkind. 
Who saw the bitter anq:uish of my mind. 
And yet alike unmov dhy pray'ror tear. 
Tore from my bosom all I held moJt dear ? 
Yes-^oooo HB IS * !^and on this hope I 

live J 
Ue knows the scene's imfinUbd^^HE cart 

s:ve 
In some superior world of peace and blisf, 
A compensation for the pa-ns of this ! 
'Perhaps, the son ow 3 that we here endure 
May make the bapfiiress of bertv n more stirc ; 
To part $0 soon perhaps, whatever the pain* 
May make it happier to meet again : 
Perhaps the very stroke that caused my giief 
May have prov'd kind loAcr, and brought 

relief. 
Pm left tc suffer whkt I scarce can bear ! 
Sbe h in shelter, and above all care ! 
She left her children mnocent and free : 
/have to guide them through life's stormy 

sea 1 
She left mtf safe; and, (for I hid my woe) 
She raw me look at ease, and thought me so ; 
But had she known my smiles were all pre- 
tence 
Scarce Heaven's high summons could have 

call'd her hence ! 
•Almost, l»ad she but seen my acMng heart, 
She wor.td have giv'n up heav'n, not to part ! 
To comfort mfi she would have shunn'd no 

frair; 
To comfort me «hft *rouJd return again ; 
But ihat she knows, perhapci, my belter 

doom : 
^es in my blessed pangs a bliss to come; 
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Sees, for i\itc6(Uten d God rescrvca the hatp 
And for the beavieT'laden, sweeter rest / 

Some of the lines uddoubtedljr do 
not exactly apply to the period and 
circusistances of my mothtf^s death., bo 
X^fierAa/is^ after all, they may relate 
to some other event ; but it must at 
» I east have been one extremely similar 
in most points. They were ccrtaini^ 
written on the loss of a beloved w^e, 
and that wife a mother sdso. 

I shall dwell, however, no longer .an 
a subject so melancholy, but proceed 
to the winding up of ray £E«iily histocf. 

Nothing made me happier than to 
find that my marriage with Emily was 
of great benefit to her father and the 
rest of the family.? — The singular 
worth of this excellent divine would, ii» 
all probability^ have been left without 
any eathly reward^ and he might have 
mouldered away the rest of his life in 
the Vicarage of Grumblethorpe, had 
it not been for this alliance ;— this 
seemed immediately to give him a 
more than ordinary claim to the higher 
apfiointments in the Church ; which 
jointly or successively, he obtained, till 
*mved at a station which has ep^ 
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bled him to provide well for his other 
children. 

Nor let any ever pretend to think, 
that becftuse I happen to have thus 
dwelt upon the claim of AigA alliance^ 
that Mr. Mandeville had no othtrfire^ 
tensions or claims^ for I am bold to 
say, that Ais elevation, however obtain- 
ed, has been in no mamier likely to 
have the effect of exctuding or keeping 
back any other Divine of better preten- 
sions ; an event, certainly to be appre- 
hended in crises of this nature, and 
whkh, ThinkS'I'tO'my^elf^ (perhaps) 

SOMETIltBS BAPPBNS. 

And I might confident^ say, quite 
as much with regard to the promotion 
of my reverend and valuable friend 
-Mr. Hargrave,r— who began to rise in 
his profession from the very moment 
BOfy &ther became a Peer^ and acquir- 
ed an interest in the Scotch boroughs ; 
—and has obtained excellent prefer- 
ment, evidently not so much on ac- 
count of hb s^n firivate virtue and 
merx/, as because he had the good 
Juck to be tutcfr to one of the Clod- 
poles ; as aueh^ I acknowledge he 
might very well have deserved it, for 
SUM an aippottitment bespeaks talents ^ 
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at least, and the niore ClodfiotcB the 
moi-e labor ; — I must, however, ccHir 
fess, that I am honest and public spir- 
ited enough to feel some alann upon 
such occasions ; for there is such a num' 
bet o(us Clodpoles always growing up 
(though all the nobility are not such 
Clodfiolei as myself, Heaven forbid IJ- 
but there are so many o^k8. altoget-hef, 
bright and dull, whose tutors ai>cl U\ 
structors have all the same claims aiil 
expectations, that I fear, what with this 
never 'Ceasing demand on the digiri' 
ties^ and revenue Sj and, snug appoii^- 
nient«» of the church, together wiyi 
that of natural or accidental alliances 
into the bargain, modest worth, uno^)- 
trusive merit, and unprote^cted tal- 
ents may sojjienmes be overlooked ai^d 
debarred of their fair rewards. 

The C/jwrcA, besides, (Thinhu- I^^to- 
myself^ is expected to pay tribute to 
e-oery other professioi^ witfeoiit recei- 
ving any thing inretqrn ; to the State^ 
to the Lanvy to die ^r»?2/, to-the ^^avy ; 
nay, even, to the Ffiysical line : fpr, 
if any man's brother^ uncle, sfjn%,Bon4r}'- 
law, ©r nefihewy nuifeUjathcr^ Qvivife^s 
^ro/A^^j' liappens to become lobd 

-^^lAJNCjEl^l-Oa, OR §»0|t.KT^^^, of 
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stATByoris killed in the command of 
a FLEKT at Sea, or of an army in the 
Held, OP cures, or pretends to curcvor 
is supposed to cure a Prince, oi* a 
Peery or a Prelate, Hcyi^that is, the re- 
lation of such distinguished person,) 
may forthwith rit»e as high in the 
Church as ever he pleases, without any 
{xxnhev quoHJi XI was going to write 
qualification, but I scratched it out ; a- 
nf other— a/ion may perhaps be as 
well, as examination, pvohation, &c. 
&c. &c. &c.) Stalls, Deanerie^i nay, e- 
ten Bl^hofinca are immediately put 
'within his r<?acA, though undoubtedly 
the very same pretensions could never 
have elevated him to the Bench in 
Westminster Hall without some superi- 
or knowledge of, or practice in, the 
Law, nor procured him the command 
ofsijieet or of an army, without some 
naTal or military talents or services 
ittto the bargain. 

I do not say these things, mark me, 
gentle reader, out of any spite whatso- 
ever to the aristocracy, (for I must, of 
course, be naturally a friend to it,) nor 
merely because I happened to marry a 
Parson's daughter, but because Uwas 
bred up^ from a child to feel isensible 
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for the Iionor aad credit of the e^ab" 
/i«Af^ CHURCH, and therefore could no 
help falling occasiooally into r^ec' 
tio\is of this nature, a$ upon other top- 
ics : else, as a Peer, I know that I 
should do most wisely to let things re- 
main just exactly as they arey for a9 
thei'c is now a great prospect that my 
dear Emily and myself may have sev- 
eral little Clod/ibles to provide for, and 
as sinecures must needs be the fittest 
things in the world for such Jine tal- 
ent s^ I might as well leave the Stalls 
and Deaneries, 8cc. &c. &c. Sec. &c. to 
help us out of the way of such family 
acco7nmodations, as they hitherto liavQ 
done ; besides, that now and theriy (to 
speak honestly) for the very credit ol 
the Church, I would heartily wish to 
see persons of hi,?^ birth and distinc- 
tion preferred ; 1 say, now and then : 
but to return to my ^e^/,to speak ec- 
clesiastically. 

Mr. Mandeville has been for %omt 
time, (solely as I believe in virtue of my 
marriage with £m?7i/,)Dean of A—, 
Canon Residentiary of B , Preben- 
dary of C- , Chancellor and Arch- 
deacon o£D— , besides tiolding two 
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Hvings in {what is commonly called) the 
king's Gift ! 

Mr. Hargrave I hope soon to see a 
BUhofi^ if the present administration 
continue m,— not that 1 am quite sure 
that I shall tK)t Bufifiort their succes- 
sors if they should happen to go out-— 
so, that his chance is good either way. 

I would not have you fancy, howev- 
er, worthy reader, that I am prepai-cd. 
to vote with any minister, through thick 
and thin ;— -no, nor yet with any opposi- 
tion in the ttame way.— 1 do not like to 
clog the wheels of the Executive Gov- 
ernment unnecessarily ; there is al- 
ways much, much hard work to be 
done, and somebody must do it, and 
whoever does it, must have the pa- 
tience of Job, at least, to bear the abu- 
ses to which they will be subject, righc 
or wrongs and ThinJiS'I-to-myBelfy one 
m^ is much like another when oncd 
in office, and if any greiit or ou/-of-the- 
way occurrences come to pass, I am 
still free to judge for myself, for filace 
ov/iermonl have none ;— I wxifilcdg- 
ed to no mob^ and have not one friend 
or dependant who wishes to be served 
at the expense of my integrity. 

I have not mentkmed a w<Hrd about 
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my introduction at Courts because ev- 
ery body will conceive it to have takep 
place as a matter of course :-— I can 
only say, I have never much frequent- 
ed that august assembly, partly be- 
cause I hate crowds and parade^ and 
partly because I never wish to be con- 
sidered as a mere courtier^ — and as for 
going to Court, merely for going-to- 
court sake, so many have found their 
way there of late, who Thinks'I'tO'my- 
self, were, probably, neither wanted nor 
expected^ that Peers and Peeresses, I 
should think, might well have leave to 
Stay away, if it were merely to make 
room. 

I shall, however, take upon rae to 
assert; (thouj^h Thin ks-I-to-my self, 
millions, perhaps, of my fellow-sub- 
jects may be ready to di^ pute such high 
pretensions,) that whenever I have had 
occasion to approach Xht prrsott a^ r»y 
SovERi- iGN, he couM not have had 
near him a more attaciIeo fkiehD) 
a more devoted sbrVanx, or a more 

LOY^L SUBJECT.— 

Heaven ble«s him! — ^^^fAV he 

I.IVB LOWC5, AND M"aT ii£ BE HA PPT 
UEIIE AND HteBAF^EH M ! ! H 

Digitized by Google 



Thinks- I'(o»my^e{/, 331 

——The i?Ec«Nrtoo— 
Why, Heaven bless Him also ! 

And, Thi/nhs'I^to-myaelf^ since it is 
the way with King^ and Princes, to 
have the speeches they are to deliver 
,0D great and solemn' occasions, prepar- 
ed to their hands, I have one ready for 
our noble Prince^ which, I think, most 
people will account particularly fit and 
. suitable, when the time comes for his 
rendering up his present Ai^-A andTTio*^ 
important trust, into the hands of his 
recovered Parent— 

— — '* There is your Crown, 
And he that wears the Crown immoitalty, 
I^on^goatfd iryotfi's ; ifl affect it more 
ThtA asyalir Honor, and as your Renown, - 
I^et me no more froB^ this obedience rise, 
Which my most true and inward duteous 

spirit 
Teacheth this brosttate and exterior bend- 

I defy any minister to provide one 
niore^pfOif»iate.-^A few words about 
my PaHiaTnentary duties and I have 
doaer :-^I never spoke while I was a 
member of the House of Commons, 
«nd I never speak now in the House of 
Peei*s, (though I have for some ti^oe 
h9^ tibe bMkm of i^ic^ one of the si?:- 

•Digitized by Google 



33d TMnks'J'iO'myBelf. 

teen,) but vvhile other raeknbers aod 
other Lords have been speakingi I con- 
fess, I have often thought to tnysel/^ a 
greiat deal, and allnost wondered that I 
never drew the attention of some of the 
orators to the part I must have afi/ieat" 
ed to be taking in the debate : — I have 
sometimes ahnost felt as if some spea- 
ker would say, — ^^ As the noble Lord 
there by thejire^ (or on the ofifiofHu 
bskch or near the wool-sack) afifiears 
to be THINKING?' The fiict is, per- 
haps, I have generally been thinking 
what none of them would much like to 
confess. 

Another thing, however, wliich hat . 
much deterred me from apcaking^ is 
the newly-erected little house of par- 
liament in a certain citify for which) 
(generally speaking,) I entertain the 
Mfihest respect But where^ of late^ 
speeches and acts of the members of 
both the Lords and Commons' house^ 
have been arraigned, criticised, and 
condemned, with such extreme seven* 
ty, rancour and contemfit^ that, ThtnAs* 
I'to-myselfy surely legislating mutt be 
ten times easier than weig^uig out of 
plums or brewing of beer ;«— both ve- 
ry important c^jflings at ^ tiiaca, md 
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while pudding and ale have any channs 
and influence, far more likely to be 
popular than any higher callings or 
professions whatsoever : — my hope is, 
therefore, that we shall soon have no 
need of Courts^ and Cabinet Coun- 
cils^ and Privy CouncAs, and grand 
Councils of the Realniy but that all the 
business of the nation, and all the af- 
£airs of Europe, may be fat better set- 
tled by the Court of Common Coun- 

oil. of the City of 

• Envy, hatred, malice, and all un- 

CHARITABLENESS ; from ALL SEDI* 
TION, PRIVY CONSPIRACY and LEBEL- 

isi6v^ &c. See. Sec. 

Comm. Pray. B. fol. ir. 
' There is nothing to which I have 
ever paid more attention than to all ca- 
ses of public or private grievance sub- 
mitted to Parliament, because I hold 
i t to be one of the first principles of our 
ctmstitution, and one for which I will 
ever most strenuously contend, that 
the meanest subject has a right to 
complain of any real injury, and strict- 
ly deserves to be heard 5 and that Par- 
liament is most imperiously bound to 
redress all such injuries and hardship^ 
i^hen duly proved and made known. 
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Tme it Uk that I have often hear4 
cases so aggravated as tacnd in thear- 
rantest ** Parturient MorteSf* that ev- 
er could be conceived : many a moun- 
tain of this kind has brought forth 
scarcelj" so tnuch as a mouses a&er 
such /idtiga and throes^ and alarimi^ 
labors of parturition^ as would have 
led one at least to expect some great 
behemoth ot LevUtthan^oxidtlke ncin^ 
and parade^ and fuaa of which has>(^ 
tep gone near to scare me out of my 
wits :— -still, I am for stopping no 
mouths :— aggravated or not aggrava- 
ted, if grievances, are but supposed to 
exist, 1 would have the case heard-— 
when I was in the house of Commons, 
there was a certain set of members, 
Avho were forever entertaming us with 
grievances, as the name of one of them 
was Ff ar^/(?,* I used to call them my 
warhleTB^ so sweetly did their notes ac- 
cord with my feelings : — ^but while J 
say this in their praise, I must expU- 

# So furt was this Gentleman's hands at 

onetime of such sort of business, that it wis 

eaid by aotne, (I apptehend en\f m je*t) 

that he actually k^ m Clmh to colkct isnA 

«^ cupply him with raatei^kds. 
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citly declare, that there is nothing I 
h<^d in greater abomination, than mur- 
Tfturin^ and grumbiing and comfitafn- 
ing for mere mischief sake : to excite 
unnecessary alarm, and unreasonable 
discontent ; snch people I hold* in utter 
abhorrence, but as none such are to be 
found at present, I shall scarcely be 
tHiderstood perhaps, unless I particu* 
larly describe the exact character :— a- 
bout seventt/'tftree years ago, the char- 
acter seems to have been wdl under- 
stood, and, perhaps, much earlier ; for 
vrhat I am about to transcribe, is from 
the eleventh edition of the work I re- 
fer to, the date of my particular copy 
bemg irSS— 

« At first,** says the aiithor, *« He 
(that is, the mischte/'maierf) sets up 
for a mighty patriot, and pretends a 
great concern fw his country: then 
be descants upon ^e great advantages 
of Hberty, and runs through all the 
chang^es of property ; in his way he 
has a ffing at the Prerogative; and 
sets the subject above the Sovereign ; 
-^these discoveries work upon the 
rabble, who constitute him guardian of 
the privileges ; they give theraselyes 
up to hiacondocty and for a pledge of 
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their blind obedience^ present lum njA 
their eyes and understanding ; he is 
the only patriot in the nation» he alone 
stands in the gafiy and opposes arl^- 
trary designs and prerogative innova- 
t;ions-— the Atlas that sustains liber- 
ty and defends property against state 
encroachments. 

'< Now has this man more zesd for 
his country, or more religion, than his 
neighbor ?— not at all :— his concern 
is interest, and his religion mask and 
artifice ; his vanity at court exceeded 
his force, and his merit or fortune 
kept not pace vtrith his ambition ; the 
wind blew in his teeth, and now he 
tacks about and makes for a Republic : 
now these popular men, these men. of 
applause, have two-thirds of a traitor ; • 
and I take it for a general rule, that he 
is no good subject who rx^/t^-away with 
the heart of the vulgar, their intellects 
arc too weak, or their passions too 
strong to distinguish truth :'* so far the 
book of 1738 : — I shall only say, Ca^^ 
veat Auditor^ therefore let him that 
liath e Ars to hear, continucU comfitainU 
Jrom the same mouthy and noting but 
comfila^nu from year's end to yearns 
end, asffARM, for Think$'l't9-myaclf^ 
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^•H^ ftaft^ weeks /per/ecJrtoje en earthy 
leaves nothing- new for the saints to 
iind in heaven $ for whilst men teach* 
there w0i be mistakes in divinity, and 
as fie^>ther govern, errors in the state^: 
therefore, be hot over-licorish aftcar 
thangey lest you muddy your present 
felicity with a foturei greater, an4 more 
«harp meonvenience.'' 

With one eye upon these hazards, 
and the dther upon the imperfections 
incident to all human undertakings, J[ 
efver most conscientiously apply my 
Wst efforts and influence, to rectify and 
melionite whatever appears to me re- 
ally Citable of rectification and ipel- 
jpCttjtkiQ, without exciting or fcmienting 
a greater q^irit of discontent and unea^ 
siqess, than the real state of th^e casc^ 
;^er all faif aU«)wances shall seem to 
UTi^^nrant Clod-pole as I am, I am 
]|ever so l>ljad or stupid as never to see 
9ny ^ng ^)^t wants mending or put^ 
^g^to rights in the great vessel of th<^ 
atate^ ^^ knowing the extre;ne delicar 
^ ^nd. beauty of the machinery on 
w;hich all its^raovements, and all its ad^ 
iH^tagea depend, T/nnkM^I^to-myttel^i 
Vi^ypxK foiled tli^ apy roiigh or inex* 
,-. .■ • .Tt • -• ^- •'^- ^ -■ 
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pert hands should be entrusted wMi 
its repair or i enovation ! 

<<Tbee, native nook of Evtb $ Oioii^ 

squeezed 
B7 public exigence till annual food 
Pails fotthe craving hunger of the State, 
Thee I account still happy, and the chief 
Among the nations* seetng thou art free. 
And being free, I love thee ; for the sake 
Of that one feature can be well content^ 
BibturVd as thou haat been, poor as thou 

art, 
To seek no sublunary rest beside.** 

And noTV, 1 have fiurly brought my 
narrative to an end ; (7%tw*t-/-ft>-my* 
9elfy how glad will you aM be to hear 
it !) if, however, any body should^ wish 
to know more about me, as for instance! 
the very year when I succeeded to the 
title, how many children I have, haw 
old I am newtin what street I live, 8cc 
8cc. let them look to the list of Scotch 
Peers in the red book under K, or into 
any of the Peerages under titie Kil- 
OARKocic, and, of course, they will find 
all these particulars at full length ; ani 
if they should have heads clear emwigll^^ 
to make out what relation! am to ^ib 
iirst Earl of TayHthd-TrnMc, I wll 
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fksely acknowledge them to be much 
cleverer than I ever pretended to be. 

What, for instance, will they make of 
the following string of fiarenthesea 
which occur m the very middle of my 
grand pedigree ? (which John^ son of 
the said Jamea^ by his third wife, Brid" 
getina, daughter and co-heiress of Ar' 
ehibaid Fraaier, cousin^german to ^- 
mon^ fourth Earl of 1 ay-and-Tuwible^ 
In virtue of his descent in a -right line^ 
fifom Margaret^ grand daughter of 0*- 
Brietiy the second Earl,) which Marga- 
ret, (who died in childbed of her 1 3th 
child)) was wife to Sir David Came* 
gie^ of Camegicy in the county of 
dackmaman^ Knight^ second son of 
Montgomery Carnegie^ of Kincardin, 
by Dorothea. Eliza^ daughter of John 
Gordofh Earl of TullibumMn^ and niece 
to the first Lord Baldonemore^ some- 
time grand huntsman to King Malcolm 
ID (i&om whom are descended th* 
Baldonemorea of Cratgraddock in Kin- 
eardistine,) by whom she h^d Jii>^ 
daughters and aroen sons, x^kHcitf 

fotilda, (maiTied the Lord deMthea^ 
&, who died, leaving issue, Jp^aHes, 
larried to Eleoa^ra, grand-M%hter 
'^ Roberty fifth Earl of Belgarvt^j} 

Digitized by Google ^ 



S40 minka^l^-p^^f' 

Robert, ftpd AlifcCf— Maff r^ssafet*^ 
-i-Jetniina,<who aH died ybung,) Ai>- 
.ne, (married first, -Sir Duvid finwre of 
/%V^«Ar, secODdfy, <Jonstahtir(c L^^d 
Viscouflt Lockmabefi^ by 'nrhoiti aiic 
had three sons and as many daughtert, 
and thirdly, a connnorti Soldier^ naitt^ 
ed Duncan Macldod,) Alexander, ^nt 
Lord of ^frat/fdogy) -Ghatlesr— Wll- 
yamr— I'atrickyr— Adatn,-^ J«il(ie8y«^ 
Thomas,*— I>avid,---ami€6sroo,*--4rom 
which CosmOf (who married Jemima, 
£»urth daughter of JoAn^ son of *<fll- 
•erty Earl of 2'ay-anrf«-in»«id/tfy^--neph- 
.ew of Nicodemus Baron Ki^armck) 
is derived the present nobltjdtmly of 
Kilffambck^ Qwho ihtermarryingt «tc. 
See^^c. &c.) /Ac/ f«,some how or oth- 
-er Jp among the Dcrmontei tnid safi- 
nally* settled in me^ the Ciodfioie^ ndW 
head of all this illuBtric^s ho«ac :-*- 
sleep quietly in thdr 
ly of them vici^ to, a- 
I should not«lmoW one 

suppose the HferaMs 
n, and ther€foBe.I ata 
wise, if fiiy *o»or*aD 
ny omn tndetstanding 
nit from my great an- 
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cMCirs tbe first BbzI^ IhiyJi^id'^Tum' 
die J I witt freeiy ^acknowiedge I should 
givie up xay .peerage at ohce ; for Upon 
the most diligent seaich I can make in- 
to matters, It still a/ifiearsto me, that 
all my dignities d^nd, first, on m; 
fiither's great aunt having neither fath- 
er nor .mother, atid seSdndly:, on my 
great grandmother^a being brother to 
the«w/^ of one of the old Lord Tay' 
'ond'Tumdle's uncle's cousins :— there 
may fioauibly be 9Qme mis/irinia and 
fier/Uexitie9 in the peerages I have ex- 
amined, as IJind many of the like kind 
in those of other familieBy and therefore 
who knows but that other peers havo 
been about as much puzzled as myself; 
1 confess, how my father's great aunt 
could have no father or mother, seems 
to me, as nearly as can be, inexplica- 
ble, yet so the matter stands according 
to the books; and I therefore feel 
bound in honor to mention it, for fear 
any of my readers should think I am 
deceiving them. 

On looking back I see there is one 
important matter I have accidentally 
forgotten to menti<|^ viz. that in a little 
ume after my grand kymenealw^ and 
Miss Twist's atolen wedding with 
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young MuaterDaahjpooT Mrs. Fidget 
died of a cancer on her tongue ! 

And now, Thmke^I'to^myae^y I have 
quite, entirely done. 

Gbntlb jRsjDEji / As you and I 
* may neyermeet again, 

FARE THEE WELL ! 



THB XKD. 
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